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1. On the following pages is given the inventory of patent documents, covering the period January 1, 1920, to 
September 30, 2021, forming the PCT Minimum Documentation according to PCT Rule 34.1. 

2. The different kinds of patent documents issued by each Office falling within the PCT Minimum Documentation 
according to PCT Rule 34.1 are arranged in the fourth column.  The two-letter code from WIPO Standard ST.3 for the State 
of the Office, or for the intergovernmental organization is given in the second column.  The letter code from WIPO 
Standard ST.16 that corresponds to each kind of those patent documents is given in the third column.  The codes are 
indicated for information only – under PCT Rule 34.1(d), where an application is republished, no International Searching 
Authority is obliged to keep all versions in its documentation.  Further information on kind codes used by Offices can be 
found in Part 7.3.2 of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation. 

3. The fifth column gives the publication years of the documents that are part of the PCT Minimum Documentation.  
However, for patent documents referred to in PCT Rule 34.1(e), the requirements for an International Searching Authority to 
include those patent documents in its documentation will depend on the official language(s) of the International Searching 
Authority and the availability of English language abstracts.  The sixth column of the inventory indicates the coverage of the 
authority file compliant with WIPO Standard ST.37 if an Office has provided the International Bureau with the authority file or 
a link to where the authority file is hosted.  The name of the issuing Office or organization in the first column is linked to the 
page on the WIPO website hosting the authority file of the Office, or to the page on the website of the Office or organization 
hosting the authority file. 

[Inventory of Patent Documents follows] 

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-03-01.pdf
file://///adi.wipo.int/WIPODATA/DAT2/ORGIPIG/SHARED/HANDBOOK/en/4.%20PCT%20Minimum%20Documentation/03-16-01.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/07-03-02.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-37-01.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
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ISSUING OFFICE OR 
ORGANIZATION 

ST.3 
CODE 

ST.16 
CODE 

KIND OF 
PATENT 

DOCUMENT 

PUBLICATION 
YEAR(S) OF 

MINIMUM 
DOCUMENTATION 

COVERAGE OF 
ST.37 

AUTHORITY 
FILE 

      
AFRICAN 
INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY 
ORGANIZATION 

OA A Patents for 
Inventions 

1979–  

      
AFRICAN REGIONAL 
INDUSTRIAL 
PROPERTY 
ORGANIZATION 

AP A Patents 1985–  

      
AUSTRALIA AU A1, A2, 

A3, A4, 
A5, A6, 
A8, A9 

Standard and 
Petty Patent 
Applications, 
and Innovation 
Patents  

1970–(1) 1908– 

  B1, B2, 
B3, B4, 
B8, B9 

 

Granted Patents 
and Petty 
Patents, and 
Certified 
Innovation 
Patents  

  

  C1, C4, 
C8, C9 

Amended 
Granted 
Patents, Petty 
Patents,  

  

      
AUSTRIA AT A1, A2, 

A3, A4, 
A5, A8, 

A9 
 

Patent 
Applications 

1982–(1) 1990– 

  B1, B2, 
B8, B9 

Granted Patents   

      
CANADA CA A, 

B 
Patents and 
Reissue Patents 

1974–1989(1) 1869– 

  C, 
E 

Patents and 
Reissue Patents 

1989–(1)  

  A1 Laid-open 
Applications 

1989–(1)  

      

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-03-01.pdf
file://///adi.wipo.int/WIPODATA/DAT2/ORGIPIG/SHARED/HANDBOOK/en/4.%20PCT%20Minimum%20Documentation/03-16-01.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-37-01.pdf
https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/authority-file-for-ip-australia-patents-collection
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
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ISSUING OFFICE OR 
ORGANIZATION 

ST.3 
CODE 

ST.16 
CODE 

KIND OF 
PATENT 

DOCUMENT 

PUBLICATION 
YEAR(S) OF 

MINIMUM 
DOCUMENTATION 

COVERAGE OF 
ST.37 

AUTHORITY 
FILE 

CHINA CN A 
A8, A9 

Unexamined 
Patent 
Application 

1985–(2) 1985– 

  B 
B8, B9 

Examined 
Patent 
Application 

1985–1992 
2010– 

 

  C Granted Patents 1993–2010  

  C1, C2, 
C3, C4, 
C5, C6 

Amended B 
document after 
partial 
invalidation 

2010–  

      

EURASIAN PATENT 
OFFICE 

EA A1, A2, 
A3, A8, 

A9 

Published 
Patent 
Applications 

1996– 1996– 

  B1, B2, 
B3, B8, 

B9 

Granted Patents 1997–  

      

EUROPEAN PATENT 
OFFICE 

EP A1, A2, 
A3, A4, 
A8, A9 

Published 
Patent 
Applications 

1978– 1978– 

  B1, B2, 
B3, B8, 

B9 

Granted Patents 1980–  

      
FORMER 
REICHSPATENTAMT 
OF GERMANY 

DE C1, C2, 
C3, C4 

Patents  
1920–1945 

 

      
FRANCE FR A Applications for 

all Types of 
Patents 

1969– 1990– 

  B Patents for 
Inventions 

1920–1988  

  B1 Patents for 
Inventions 
(including 
additions) 

1969–  

  B2 Certificates of 
Addition to 
Patents 

1920–1985  

  M Special 
Medicament 
Patents 

1961–1967 
(filing) 

1961–1973 (grant) 

 

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-03-01.pdf
file://///adi.wipo.int/WIPODATA/DAT2/ORGIPIG/SHARED/HANDBOOK/en/4.%20PCT%20Minimum%20Documentation/03-16-01.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-37-01.pdf
https://english.cnipa.gov.cn/art/2019/1/4/art_1359_80536.html
https://www.eapo.org/en/?publs=authfile
https://www.eapo.org/en/?publs=authfile
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/publication-server/authority-file.html
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/technical/publication-server/authority-file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
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ISSUING OFFICE OR 
ORGANIZATION 

ST.3 
CODE 

ST.16 
CODE 

KIND OF 
PATENT 

DOCUMENT 

PUBLICATION 
YEAR(S) OF 

MINIMUM 
DOCUMENTATION 

COVERAGE OF 
ST.37 

AUTHORITY 
FILE 

  M Certificates of 
Addition to 
Special 
Medicament 
Patents 

1961–1967 
(filing) 

1961–1973 
(grant) 

 

      
GERMANY DE A1, A8, 

A9 
Offenlegungs- s
chriften (OS) 
(Non-examined 
Patent 
Applications) 

1958– 1978– 

  B1, B2, 
B3, B4, 

B9 

Auslegeschriften 
(Examined 
Patent 
Applications) 

1957–1988  
 
 
 
 

  C2, C3, 
C5, C9 

Patents and 
Patents of 
Addition 

1948–  
 
 
 

GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC 
(FORMER) 

DD A Patent 
Applications 

1951–1991(1) 1951–1991 
 
 
 

  B Examined 
Patent 
Applications 

1951–1991(1)  
 
 
 

  C Granted Patents 1951–1991(1)  

GULF 
COOPERATION 
COUNCIL 

GC A Granted Patents 2001–  

      
INTERNATIONAL 
BUREAU OF WIPO 

WO A1, A2, 
A3, A4, 
A8, A9 

International 
Publications 
under PCT 
Art. 21(i) 

1978– 1978– 

      
JAPAN JP C1, 

C2  
Tokkyo 
hatsumei 
meisaisho 
(Patent 
Specification) 

1920–1923 
1924–1950 

1956(2) 

1993– 

  B1, B2, 
B5, B6, 

B7 

Tokkyo kôhô 
(Published 
Examined 
Patent 
Application) 

1922–(2) 
 

 

  A,  
A5, A6, 

A7 

Kôkai Tokkyo 
kôhô (Published 
Unexamined 
Patent 
Application) 

1971–(2) 
 

 

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-03-01.pdf
file://///adi.wipo.int/WIPODATA/DAT2/ORGIPIG/SHARED/HANDBOOK/en/4.%20PCT%20Minimum%20Documentation/03-16-01.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-37-01.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.jpo.go.jp/e/system/laws/koho/internet/authorityfile.html
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ISSUING OFFICE OR 
ORGANIZATION 

ST.3 
CODE 

ST.16 
CODE 

KIND OF 
PATENT 

DOCUMENT 

PUBLICATION 
YEAR(S) OF 

MINIMUM 
DOCUMENTATION 

COVERAGE OF 
ST.37 

AUTHORITY 
FILE 

      
REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA 

KR A Unexamined 
Publication 

1983–(2) 1983– 

  B1 Publication of 
Application 

1979–1997(2) 1979–1997 

   Examined 
Publication 

1997–(2) 1997– 

      

RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION 

RU A Published 
Patent 
Applications 

1993–(2) 1993– 

  C1, C2 Patents for 
Inventions 

1993–(2)  

      

      
SOVIET UNION 
(FORMER) 

SU A1, A2,  
A3, A4 

Inventor’s 
Certificates 
and Patents for 
Invention 

1924–1999(2) 1924–1999 

      
SWITZERLAND 
(published in French 
and German only) 

CH A, A1, 
A2, A3, 
A4, A5, 
A8, A9 

Patent 
Applications and 
Specifications 

1920–  

  B, B1, 
B5, B9, E 

Granted 
Patents, 
including 
Patents of 
Addition 

1920–  

      
 
UNITED KINGDOM 

GB A Granted Patents 1920–2017 1920– 

  A, A8, A9 Published 
Patent 
Applications 

1979–  

  B Granted Patents 1979–  

  C Amended or 
Corrected 
Granted Patents 

1979–  

      
UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 
 

US A 
 

Granted Patents 

 

1920–2000 
 

1790– 
(Patent grant) 

 
2001– 

(Pre-grant) 
  A1, A2, 

A9 
Published 
Patent 
Applications 

2001–  

  B1 Granted Patents 
(no pre-grant 
publication) 

2001–  

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-03-01.pdf
file://///adi.wipo.int/WIPODATA/DAT2/ORGIPIG/SHARED/HANDBOOK/en/4.%20PCT%20Minimum%20Documentation/03-16-01.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-37-01.pdf
https://www.kipo.go.kr/en/HtmlApp?c=60105&catmenu=ek07_01_04
https://www.kipo.go.kr/en/HtmlApp?c=60105&catmenu=ek07_01_04
https://www1.fips.ru/AuthorityFile/
https://www1.fips.ru/AuthorityFile/
https://www1.fips.ru/AuthorityFile/
https://www1.fips.ru/AuthorityFile/
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-document-authority-files
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-document-authority-files
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ISSUING OFFICE OR 
ORGANIZATION 

ST.3 
CODE 

ST.16 
CODE 

KIND OF 
PATENT 

DOCUMENT 

PUBLICATION 
YEAR(S) OF 

MINIMUM 
DOCUMENTATION 

COVERAGE OF 
ST.37 

AUTHORITY 
FILE 

  B2 Granted Patents 
(with pre-grant 
publication) 

2001–  

  E Reissue patents 1920–  

  H Statutory 
Invention 
Registrations 

1985–  

 
 

[End of Inventory of Patent Documents] 
 
 

  (1) Collection part of PCT minimum documentation under PCT Rule 34.1(c)(vi) to the extent to which the national Office has placed 
the documents at the disposal of each International Searching Authority. 

(2) Collection part of the PCT minimum documentation to the extent that the language is an official language of the International 
Searching Authority, or English language abstracts are generally available (PCT Rule 34.1(e)) 
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