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Implementation in the PCT

Amended Rules and Modified Administrative Instructions 

previously discussed

Entirely new Annex C

Reference to WIPO Standard ST.26 for substance

Details of international phase procedures

Updates to the PCT Guidelines for Offices, following 

consultation with PCT CS Offices and Authorities

Receiving Office Guidelines

Including guidance to ROs on how to handle ST.25 submissions 

after the ST.26 effective date

International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines



Implementation in the PCT (cont’d)

Updates to the PCT Applicant’s Guide

International and national chapters, and Annex C on language(s) 

ROs accept for the language-dependent free text 

Some implementation by national Offices as 

RO/ISA/IPEA/DO/EO

PCT user trainings 

This report covers ePCT, RO/IB and IB activities



Implementation in ePCT

Allowed for upload of ST.26 files for applications filed 

1 July 2022 or later

ST.25 still required for SFDs on earlier applications

Simple validations – DTD check only

Increased permitted upload size (50MB allowed 

compared to previous 20MB)



Processing within IB

IB does not do substantive examination – very limited 

checks done

RO/IB – DTD validation, feature table check (see later)

IB – Receive documents from RO/ISA/IPEA; apply 

document type; publish

More detailed checks and assistance only on request 

from national Offices

PATENTSCOPE

Listings published as XML and rendered HTML views
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Issues

Initial problems with WIPO Sequence

Automated check for missing feature tables quickly added

Problem now very rare, but some applicants still using old 

version of WIPO Sequence containing the relevant bug

Otherwise, few problems

More Rule 13ter listings than expected

Confusion from many document types to cover specific reasons 

for providing listings (corrections, rectifications at different 

stages, amendment, incorporation by reference, translation for 

different purposes)

WIPO DAS limitation for priority documents containing 

sequence listings 



Next Steps

No current proposals for changes to processing

Strongly encourage update to latest version of WIPO Sequence

Listen to user feedback

Consider possible simplifications

Consider adding full validations depending on performance 

improvements in WIPO Sequence Validator
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