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Introduction

 AUTONUM  
WIPO Standard ST.10/C is a Standard for the presentation of bibliographic data components of published patent documents and, in particular, information on the presentation of application numbers and priority application numbers.  This information is essential for industrial property offices (IPOs) to identify priority application numbers properly and for creating precise patent families.  Making patent families easier to create will result in significant advantages not only for IPOs, but for all users of the IP system.  However, many IPOs, in fact, do not comply with the recommendations described in WIPO Standard ST.10/C.
 AUTONUM  
In order to improve the quality of patent data and to avoid confusion in the presentation of priority application numbers, the WIPO Standard ST.10/C Task Force (hereinafter referred to as the ST.10/C Task Force) began discussions regarding WIPO Standard ST.10/C in July 2002.
 AUTONUM  
At the second session of the SDWG, held in December 2002, in accordance with the proposal made by the ST.10/C Task Force, the SDWG agreed on a two-phase process:
 (i)
the first phase consisting of a moderate and pragmatic solution, and

(ii)
a second phase with a standardized format solution.

 AUTONUM  
In the first phase, the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C was carried out through a pragmatic and effective approach.  At the fifth session of the SDWG, held in November 2004, the revised WIPO Standard ST.10/C was adopted by the SDWG (see Appendix 4 of document SCIT/SDWG/5/13).

 AUTONUM  
In the second phase, the ST.10/C Task Force worked on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13, which provides recommendations for the numbering systems for industrial property rights.  At the ninth session of the SDWG held in February 2008, the revised WIPO Standard ST.13 was approved by the SDWG (see Annex 3 of document SCIT/SDWG/9/12).

 AUTONUM  
This report includes details of the ST.10/C Task Force Leadership change, a brief summary of work done by the ST.10/C Task Force since the ninth session of the SDWG (SCIT/SDWG/9) and results of the e-forum discussions of the ST.10/C Task Force.
New Leader of Task Force

 AUTONUM  
Due to personnel transfers at the JPO in April 2008, the leadership of the ST.10/C Task Force, which has traditionally been performed by a JPO member, has changed and the JPO Leadership of the Task Force, by Mr. Morifuji, is now being carried out by Mr. Kamiyama. 

Task Force Activities and Current Results
 AUTONUM  
On the basis of the written statement of paragraph 21 in the report of the ninth session of the SDWG (see document SCIT/SDWG/9/12), the ST.10/C Task Force launched the e‑forum discussions of the ST.10/C Task Force, toward the tenth session of the SDWG to be held in November 2008, to review WIPO Standard ST.10/C, particularly paragraphs 5 to 7, for any revisions needed in light of the revised WIPO Standard ST.13 (see Annex 3 to document SCIT/SDWG/9/12) adopted by the SDWG at its ninth session.
 AUTONUM  
For initiation of the e-forum discussions, necessary materials such as a comparison table of current ST.10/C and new ST.13 were prepared by the ST.10/C Task Force Leader.  The material prepared was based on the minutes of the informal meeting of the ST.10/C Task Force, which was held during the ninth session of the SDWG in February 2008.  During the meeting a number of specific points in the current WIPO Standard ST.10/C was identified as needing revision.

 AUTONUM  
In the beginning of the e-forum discussions, the Task Force Leader suggested splitting the revision task into two phases considering the time remaining prior to the summer vacation. The main activity to be carried out in each phase was proposed as follows:


–
in phase 1, focusing on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C;  and


–
in phase 2, working on the inclusion of URI and the survey for check digit proposed at the informal meeting.
 AUTONUM  
In order to reach a decision the Task Force Leader posed the following questions to Task Force members and invited them to provide responses to the following questions: 


Do you agree to split the task into phases 1 and 2?


Positive responses:

–
We agree to split the task into phases I and II.

–
It is a good proposal to split up the task into two phases.

–
It would be best to discuss URI and a survey of check digits algorithms after other changes to WIPO Standard ST10/C.

Negative responses:

–
We do not see the need to split the task into two phases considering the content suggested for the second phase.  The question as to whether or not we should include URLs or a survey for check digits should perhaps be put to the entire SDWG first before we extend the scope of this task.

Other responses:
–
The revisions to WIPO Standard ST.10/C help limit discussions to a manageable amount of work in the time remaining before the upcoming SDWG meeting.  The discussion of URI as well as the survey could be taken up as a separate task or revision at a future date.

Should we include URI into WIPO Standard ST10/C in the future (Phase 2)?

Positive responses:

–
URI should be included in WIPO Standard ST10/C in the future.

Negative responses:

–
Some IPOs official patent publications are on CD/DVD, not on the Internet.  There are a few different renderings of each patent document including Internet.  Officially no one publication now includes URI as a bibliographic data component, but WIPO Standard ST.10/C is dedicated to bibliographic data components of patent documents.  Consequently this question should be thoroughly discussed in the future.

Other responses:

–
A separate task should be created to cope with the amount of this ambitious work.  Concerning the inclusion of URI in WIPO Standard ST10/C in the future (Phase 2), we need to first define what URI is to be presented in patent documents.  That way, we can decide on whether we agree on the issue or not.  Firstly we should define what URI is supposed to be presented as a bibliographic data component.

Do you agree with the survey for the check digit in the phase 2?

Positive responses:

–
We have no objection to conducting such a survey.  Nevertheless we believe that wordings in the new WIPO Standard ST.13 are quite sufficient for the purpose of application numbers presentation.  Such survey (its results) can be useful as information for the WIPO Handbook. 
Other responses:

–
It would be best to discuss a survey of check digits algorithms after other changes to WIPO Standard ST10/C. 

 AUTONUM  
During the ST.10/C e-forum discussions, there was a suggestion as to whether trademark and industrial designs should be included within the scope of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.  The Task Force Leader posed the following additional question and invited the ST.10/C Task Force members to give responses to the question:  Do you support the inclusion of trademark and industrial designs within  the scope of WIPO Standard ST.10/C?
Positive responses:

–
We always plea for one standard for IP rights. 

–
We support inclusion of trademarks in WIPO Standard ST.10/C since prior applications may also be referred to in subsequent trademark applications and registrations.  If other Task Force members also support inclusion of trademarks and possibly industrial designs in WIPO Standard ST.10/C, we will need to consider the best way to modify the text of WIPO Standard ST.10/C. 

Negative responses:

–
We question the need to include trademarks and or designs in WIPO Standard ST10/C as they already have their own related standards.  However perhaps we have missed the point of this inclusion.  Happy to discuss further.

–
As for inclusion of trademarks and industrial designs within the scope of WIPO Standard  ST.10/C, we do not see any necessity to do it.  Part of information in WIPO Standard ST.10/C concerns industrial designs because of a few IPOs grant patents for them.  Both trademarks and industrial designs have a number of specific bibliographic data components.  A few special WIPO Standards are dedicated to bibliographic data (for example, WIPO Standards ST.60, ST.62, ST.80) and any problem which may arise from their presentation will require a separate task and separate work.

Other responses:

–
We think including trademarks and industrial designs within the scope of WIPO Standard ST10/C is a difficult point.  On the one hand, WIPO Standard ST10/C is a Standard relating to patent information and documentation and, on the other hand, in WIPO Standard ST10/C there are some points relating to trademarks or industrial designs.  To discuss this fundamental point we need more time, so it will be better to place this question in the second phase.

Comments by the Task Force Leader:
–
As for the inclusion of trademarks and industrial designs, it seems necessary to identify, in particular, whether the implication of priority numbers in the trademark and industrial design systems is similar to that in the patent system.

–
In paragraph 11 of the current WIPO Standard ST.10/C, which is particularly dedicated to patents, the following two points are described as the most useful aspects:
 (i)
patent families also permit patent examiners to review previously published patent documents in a preferred language, if available;  and

(ii)
the priority application number can then be used by industrial property offices to link all related patent document “families” together in databases and computerized search systems.  This ability to create patent families is tremendously valuable to industrial property offices for examination purposes.

–
In case the above described points are capable of being applied to trademarks and industrial designs, the revision works associated with trademarks and industrial designs could be comparatively simple, on the other hand, in case they are not applied to them, the revision of the priority number relating to trademarks and industrial designs will need a tremendous amount of work.
–
In addition, attention should be given to the fact that WIPO Standard ST.10/C belongs to the Group (b), which is for Standards relating to patent information and documentation, in the List of WIPO Standards, Recommendations and Guidelines provided in the current WIPO Handbook on the WIPO website. There is Group(c) for Standards relating to trademark information and documentation and Group (d) for Standards relating to industrial design information and documentation respectively.

–
In this regard, the Task Force Leader considers that we need to have opinions or suggestions from the experts in the field of trademarks and industrial designs first.
Next Step
 AUTONUM  
Taking into account all of the comments and suggestions posted by the ST.10/C task Force members on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C, the following items are considered main issues to be agreed on or discussed further by the ST.10/C Task Force:


(a)
Revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C (with regard to issues related to patents, i.e., in line with the current contents of the Standard).  Note:  the draft revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C is reproduced in the Appendix to this progress report


(b)
The inclusion of issues related to trademarks in the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C (if included, discuss after finalization of (a)?)

(c)
The inclusion of issues related to industrial designs in the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C (if included, discuss after finalization of (a)?)

(d)
The inclusion of URI in the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C (if included, discuss after finalization of (a)?), and

(e)
The survey concerning the use of check digits in relation to application numbers by industrial property offices (if included, discuss after finalization of (a)?).
 AUTONUM  
Please note that the draft revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C reproduced in the Appendix is not for approval by the SDWG at the tenth session of the SDWG, but for information purposes.  All of the changes, both modified portions and deleted portions, in the current WIPO Standard ST.10/C are highlighted.

 AUTONUM  
The ST.10/C task Force invites the SDWG to provide guidance with regard to each of the items in “main issues to be agreed on or discussed further by the ST.10/C Task Force” in paragraph 13 of this report. The guidance by the SDWG will be the basis for further discussions of the ST.10/C Task Force with respect to the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C. In particular, the guidance with regard to the issue of the inclusion of trademarks and industrial designs within the scope of WIPO ST.10/C would be highly appreciated.

Further Work

 AUTONUM  
In line with the guidance provided by the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force would like to set the time schedule toward completion of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.

[Appendix follows]
