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Introduction

 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its fourth session, held in January 2004, created Task No. 36 concerning the preparation of a questionnaire on citation practices in industrial property offices. 
 AUTONUM  
At its fifth session, held in November 2004, the SDWG approved the questionnaire on citation practices, established the Citation Practices Task Force to handle Task No. 36, and also amended the title of the Task, which reads as follows:

“Task No. 36
Prepare a questionnaire and carry out a survey in order to clarify the different practices by industrial property offices regarding the difficulties in citing specific parts of the description of the invention text in a patent document.  Prepare a proposal regarding this matter for consideration by the SDWG.” 
(See document SCIT/SDWG/4/14, paragraphs 76 to 79 and document SCIT/SDWG/5/13, paragraphs 72 to 82.)
 AUTONUM  
As a follow-up to the above, the International Bureau (IB) issued a Circular (C. SCIT 2605) on December 14, 2004, inviting industrial property offices (IPOs) to complete the questionnaire referred to in paragraph 1, above.  The circular, the questionnaire and the responses received by the IB are available on WIPO’s website (see http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/mailbox/circ04.htm).   
4.
Analysis of the survey resulted in six proposals, related to citation practices, by the Task Force at the ninth session of the SDWG, held in February 2008.

5.
The SDWG, at its ninth session, approved (see paragraph 30 of SCIT/SDWG/9/12) the proposal to publish the summary and collated results of the survey “Citation Practices by Offices” (following Circular C. SCIT 2605) in Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (WIPO Handbook). 
6.
Further, the SDWG at its ninth session, mandated the Task Force (see paragraph 32 of SCIT/SDWG/9/12) to develop an extended survey questionnaire to further determine the “Citation Practices of Industrial Property Offices”.
7.
A further proposal to redefine the term “Citation” in the Glossary of Part 8 of the WIPO Handbook was approved (see paragraph 33 of SCIT/SDWG/9/12) by the SDWG.

8.
The SDWG also approved (see paragraph 34 of SCIT/SDWG/9/12) the publication of a revised WIPO Standard ST.14.
Background Information

9.
To keep in mind the form and objective of a citation reference the following definition from paragraph nine of International Standard ISO 690:1987 should be noted.  “A citation is a brief form of reference inserted parenthetically within the running text or appended as a note at the foot of the page, at the end of a chapter, or at the end of the complete text. The citation serves to identify the publication from which quoted matter within the text, an idea paraphrased, etc. was taken, and to specify its precise location within the source publication.”  

Citation Practices Task Force Activities and Results

10.
The IB published the results of the survey WIPO Circular C. SCIT 2605 of “Citation Practices by Offices” in Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook.  The publication, based on Annex I to document SCIT/SDWG/9/3, is available at http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/part_07.html#7.9.
11.
The IB issued a new Circular (C. SCIT 2651) on May 9, 2008, inviting IPOs to complete the questionnaire “Citation Practices of Industrial Property Offices”.   The survey questionnaire aimed at allowing users of citation reference information (e.g., patent searchers, commercial providers, IPOs, patent professionals in industry) to more easily find, understand, and use citation reference now and in the future.  IPOs had until June 23, 2008 to respond.
12.
The circular and survey, mentioned in the above paragraph, was made available in English, French and Spanish and could be answered online or downloaded in printable PDF format.  The circular, the questionnaire and the responses received by the IB are available on WIPO’s website (see http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/mailbox/circ08.html).  The forty responses received are available in English and the original language of the respondent, if the original response was in French or Spanish. 
13.
The summarized and collated results of the responses to Circular (C. SCIT 2651) are reproduced in this document as the Annex.  Part 1 of the Annex, summarizes the results of the survey concerning Citation Practices in Industrial Property Offices, is followed by Part 2 collating the results from each country, question by question.  Part 3 is a matrix condensing the responses of IPOs.
14. 
The Task Force recommends that the content of the Annex replace the previously published Part “7.9 Citation Practices relating to Patent Information” of the WIPO Handbook.  The previous version could then be made available in the Archive area of the WIPO Handbook.
15.
The term “Citation” has been revised in the WIPO Glossary of Terms in Part 8 of the WIPO Handbook (see http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/part_08.html) to take into account the possible electronic nature of a citation reference.  The proposed wording for the redefinition of “Citation” was taken from Annex IV to SCIT/SDWG/9/12 
(see http://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/scit/en/scit_sdwg_9/scit_sdwg_9_12-annex4.doc).

16.
WIPO Standard ST.14 was published as revised and updated (according to that reproduced in Annex IV to document SCIT/SDWG/9/3) to make citation reference creation and retrieval more up-to-date, to improve consistency, and reduce ambiguity.  

17.
The SDWG is invited:

(a)
to consider and approve the publication, in the WIPO Handbook, of “Citation Practices by Industrial Property Offices” reproduced from the survey questionnaire Circular C.SCIT 2651 in the Annex to this document;

(b)
to note the publication of the revised term for “Citation” in the WIPO Glossary of Terms;
(c)
to note the publication of the revised WIPO Standard ST.14.

[Annex follows]

