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INTRODUCTION

 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) held its fourth session from January 26 to 30, 2004.  

 AUTONUM  
The following Member States of WIPO and/or the Paris Union were represented at the session:  Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, Croatia, Czech Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Lithuania, Mauritius, Mexico, Norway, Panama, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, United Kingdom and United States of America (40).

 AUTONUM  
Representatives of the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), the Benelux Trademark Office (BBM), the European Patent Office (EPO), the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO), the European Community (EC), the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP Group) and the League of Arab States (LAS) (7) took part in the session in a member capacity.

 AUTONUM  
A Representative of the Patent Documentation Group (PDG) took part in the session in an observer capacity. 

 AUTONUM  
The list of participants appears as Annex I to this report.

Agenda Item 1:  Opening of the Session

 AUTONUM  
The session was opened by Mr. Neil Wilson, Acting Director, PCT Information Systems Division, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the Director General.

Agenda Item 2:  Election of the Chair and two Vice-Chairs

 AUTONUM  
In recognizing the mandate of elected officials to officiate at two sessions of the SDWG, the Working Group unanimously reelected Mr. Leif Stolt (Sweden) as Chair and 

Mr. Bogdan Boreschievici (Romania) and Mr. Yun Young-Woo (KIPO) as Vice-Chairs.

 AUTONUM  
Mr. Neil Wilson acted as Secretary of the session.

Agenda Item 3:  Adoption of the Agenda

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG unanimously adopted the agenda, which appears as Annex II to this report.

Agenda Item 4:  Prioritization of the tasks of the Standards and Documentation Working Group

 AUTONUM  
In making an oral presentation on this item, the Secretariat drew the attention of the SDWG to the increasing number of requests for standardization in the industrial property information and documentation area and the variety of actors in the industrial property community, including industrial property offices.  Within the framework of the SDWG, such requests generally fell into two broad categories:  the establishment, maintenance and revision of WIPO Standards;  and the preparation of surveys and other documents relating to industrial property documentation and information.  The resulting Standards are published both in the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation CD-ROM and on the Internet.  

 AUTONUM  
It is further recalled that the SDWG undertook its work through the establishment of task forces comprising a task force leader and members.  Once a specific task force has been established, the successful follow-up and completion of the task depends on the input and active participation, not only of the task force leader but also each and every task force member.  As such, the active participation of task force members is crucial to the appropriate completion of the tasks.  The role of the International Bureau (IB) in this process is one of task force facilitation.  The IB is also required to give advice and assistance and provide facilities for the task force leaders and task force members in order for them to carry out their work.  However, the IB cannot replace the substantive contributions by task force members from industrial property offices.  

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat further stated that it was likely that new tasks would be identified and new task forces established during the current session of the SDWG.  However, due consideration should be taken regarding the impact of this work, not only on the limited resources available at the IB, but also at the industrial property offices that the delegates represent.  Therefore, the Secretariat urged the SDWG, while reflecting upon the increase in the workload of the Working Group to consider refocusing its efforts in line with the activity of specific task forces.  In particular, thought should be given to addressing only the high priority and most relevant tasks, taking due consideration of the makeup of the task force membership, and ensuring that the task force membership is competent and willing to make substantive and committed contributions to the process.  

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat reminded the Working Group that the General Rules and Procedures of WIPO governing documents for meetings require that the documents be submitted three and a half months in advance so that they would be ready for distribution to Member States at least two months before the meeting, in order to allow sufficient time for all Member States to receive and consider the appropriate documentation.  Therefore, the SDWG was advised that the Working Group should convene its sessions only at intervals of no less than eight to nine months. 

 AUTONUM  
Following interventions by the Delegations of the Netherlands and the United States of America, the SDWG agreed that the joint problems of the process incumbent on the production of meeting documentation and the prioritization of the work of the SDWG should be reflected in the report of the session and left open for further consideration.  These issues would also be considered, as necessary, when deciding how to proceed on individual agenda items and, in particular, when discussing the SDWG Task List (see document SCIT/SDWG/4/12) under agenda item 16.

Agenda Item 5:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.80 (Task No.33/1)

 AUTONUM  
The Report of the WIPO Standard ST.80 Task Force was contained in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/4/2 and was approved by the SDWG without comment.

 AUTONUM  
The Appendix to the document also contained a suggested “Changes to the List of INID codes under Standard ST.80;  concerning INID codes (68), (69), (80), (81), (82), (83), (85), (89) and the English version of (87).”  These were also approved by the SDWG with the following amendment, and are reproduced in full in Annex III to this report:

(2)
Category (80)

(b)
Amend and expand the definition of code (81) to confirm current practice and include reference to designations under the 1999 Act, as follows:

(81)
Contracting Parties concerned

I
- Contracting Parties designated under the 1934 Act

II
- Contracting Parties designated under the 1960 Act

III
- Contracting Parties designated under the 1999 Act

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat also proposed changes to the wording of the two sub-titles shown in the WIPO Standard ST.80, Category (80).  The SDWG agreed to the following revised wording:

(1)
Information regarding designated Contracting Parties/Contracting Parties concerned

(2)
Information regarding the owner(s)

 AUTONUM  
A suggestion by the Delegation of the United States of America that the SDWG agree a related change to WIPO Standard ST.9, related to INID code (86) was also approved as given in paragraph 7(b) of the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/4/2.  The Delegation’s proposed revision of related Note (i), to replace the word “The” with “With regard to patents for invention, the” was approved by the SDWG as the only Note requiring a change;  the other three notes being either already equally applicable to both design patents and patents for invention, or clearly shown as PCT-related.

 AUTONUM  
Finally, the SDWG agreed that the approved revisions of WIPO Standard ST.80 had concluded the work required under Task No. 33/1 and that this task could now be removed from the SDWG Task List.

Agenda Item 6:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C (Task No.30)

 AUTONUM  
As leader of the ST.10/C Task Force, the Delegation of Japan provided a progress report on the work that had been carried out by the Task Force since the last session of the Working Group and a proposal by the Task Force on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.  The work is highlighted in SCIT/SDWG/4/3.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the Republic of Korea provided a short written document outlining their proposed changes to the recommendations set out in the report of the Task Force.  The Delegation asked that these proposals be reviewed by the Task Force.

 AUTONUM  
Several delegations intervened to express support for the proposal put forward by the Delegation of the Republic of Korea.

 AUTONUM  
The Patent Documentation Group (PDG) highlighted the importance of WIPO 

Standard ST.10/C for industrial property offices (IPOs) and commercial data users alike as it greatly facilitates the creation of patent families.

 AUTONUM  
In response to a question of the Delegation of Canada, the Delegation of Republic of Korea indicated that their proposed changes were simply a reorganization of the presentation of bibliographic data components rather than a substantive change in the content of the material developed by the Task Force.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Japan indicated its support for the changes put forward by the Delegation of the Republic of Korea and agreed that these changes should be reviewed by the Task Force at the second phase.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat suggested the following paragraph renumbering: 11(aa) to 11, 11(a) 

to 12(a) and 11(b) to 12(b).

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the Netherlands questioned the purpose of paragraph 11(aa) as it did not appear to have an audience.  The Delegation suggested that intellectual property offices were already aware of the material presented in the paragraph, and that applicants were not in the habit of consulting WIPO standards before submitting applications.  The Delegation suggested changing or combining the paragraphs in question in light of this observation.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America responded that the paragraph in question was written to give convincing evidence to the majority of offices not yet following this procedure to invest the time and money required to do so.  The Delegation recommended retaining the paragraph break of 11(aa) as proposed by the Task Force.

 AUTONUM  
Further interventions occurred in support of the comments of the Delegation of the United States of America and the editorial changes developed during the discussion.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG approved the text of WIPO Standard ST.10/C as reproduced in Annex IV to this report.  The Task Force completed the first phase.  The SDWG requested that the Task Force review paragraph numbering issues and adjust WIPO Standard ST.10/C according to comments received during discussions and the proposal submitted by the Delegation of the Republic of Korea at the second phase.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat presented background and conclusions concerning the need for revision of WIPO Standard ST.13.  Prior to the third session of the SDWG, the European Patent Organisation (EPO) proposed an informal discussion concerning the impact of changes to WIPO Standard ST.6 on WIPO Standard ST.13.  An Informal Discussion Group on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 was established to discuss various issues related to the Standard.  

 AUTONUM  
The Informal Discussion Group on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 has indicated that it was not advisable to start a revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 at present.  The ST.10/C Task Force has not yet completed its work concerning a unified format of priority application numbers and, during its discussions, the Task Force would very likely need to refer to and consider the recommendations on application numbers that are set out in WIPO Standard ST.13.  In order to avoid inconsistent recommendations between WIPO Standard ST.10/C and WIPO Standard ST.13, the Informal Discussion Group proposed that the SDWG request the ST.10/C Task Force to consider the impact of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C on WIPO Standard ST.13 during the second phase of its discussions, when a proposal on a unified format for priority application numbers would be considered.  Then, the Task Force would report back on this issue to the SDWG.  The SDWG recommended that frequent revisions of the Standard be avoided and that proposals concerning WIPO Standard ST.13 be considered at the same time as proposals concerning WIPO Standard ST.10/C.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the EPO pointed out the importance of avoiding too many changes to the various WIPO Standards, including WIPO Standard ST.13, as frequent changes can be confusing to offices.  The Delegation of the United States of America supported the comments of the Delegation of the EPO.

Agenda Item 7:  Revision and establishment of WIPO Standards relating to trademarks

 AUTONUM  
In presenting an oral progress report on the work of the Trademark Standards Task Force, the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), as Task Force Leader, reminded the SDWG of the drivers behind the need for Trademark standards;  the introduction of the Internet had brought a need for the electronic management of trademark data and there was a requirement for interoperability between industrial property offices, in particular, those in the process of setting up new systems.  KIPO recalled that the Task Force had been created at the second session of the SDWG, held in December 2002, and had begun its work by conducting a survey with the aim of prioritizing its work.  The results of the “Survey of requests for revision or establishment of WIPO Standards related to Trademarks” were contained in document SCIT/SDWG/4/4 and had shown two main priorities from the 13 standards presented to Member States for ranking in order of importance.  The two standards afforded the highest priority were:

A. Standard (or recommendation) for the electronic management of figurative elements of marks;  and

B. Standard (or recommendation) for the XML relating to the electronic process and exchange of trademark data.

 AUTONUM  
With regard to (A) KIPO proposed that a survey be conducted of WIPO Member States on their practices regarding image format, with emphasis on five main areas, namely:  procedural and technical aspects of problems incurred in conversion of marks;  the capture and manipulation of three-dimensional objects; color management, in particular, with respect to the increasing requirements of electronic filing;  the desired size for images; and software licensing issues.  The survey would be circulated by the IB and the results examined by the Trademark Standards Task Force.  KIPO also proposed that the Task Force consider the use of professional experts in what is a highly technical area.  Finally, KIPO said that it was confident that the Task Force would complete its work on Task No. 20 in 2004.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Japan supported the project brief as set out in the document under consideration and agreed with the approach outlined by KIPO for dealing with the issue of the figurative elements of marks, but asked to clarify who could be responsible for the preparation of the XML Standard.  

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat proposed that Task No. 20 be re-worded to better reflect the work underway.  Interventions from the Delegations of France and Romania also suggested that the Task No. 20 be sub-divided to acknowledge the related issues of industrial designs.  However, the Delegations of Canada, the Netherlands and the Benelux Trademark Office (BBM), argued that, although there existed many similarities between trademarks and industrial designs, the inclusion of the latter in this task could make the issue overly-complex, particularly with regard to problems of data confidentiality (not required for trademarks) and the number of images (one only for trademarks but several for a model).  

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed that:

(a)
Task No. 20 be re-worded to read “prepare, for adoption as a WIPO Standard, a recommendation for the electronic management of the figurative elements of trademarks”; and

(b)
the eventual results of the work on Task No. 20 be considered, at a later date, for their application to industrial designs.  

 AUTONUM  
Regarding the proposal for a new XML standard (B), KIPO reminded the SDWG that a five-member experts group had already been set up by the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM), comprising OHIM, WIPO and Delegations from the German Patent and Trade Mark Office, the UK Patent Office and the Benelux Trademark Office (BBM).  The Task Force would meet with the OHIM Experts Group to agree how to take the work forward on this issue whilst ensuring close cooperation between the two groups and no duplication of effort.  In response to a question from the Delegation of Japan regarding the need to solicit technical help from information technology experts in the work of the Task Force, KIPO said that it would raise the matter at its next meeting.

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of BBM said that it now received 55% of its trademark filings electronically.  It also exchanged trademark data electronically with OHIM and WIPO.  However, the Delegation cautioned that the standardization work required a significant amount of effort to succeed and the SDWG would need to work very closely on the matter.

 AUTONUM  
Following a suggested wording for a new SDWG Task on the preparation of an XML standard for trademarks by the Secretariat, the Delegation of the United States of America emphasized that the standard should deal with issues external to IPOs, i.e., those concerning filing and data exchange.  Issues of process were internal and specific to individual IPOs and should, therefore, remain outside the scope of the proposed new standard.  This view was supported by the Delegations of Canada and BBM.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the Netherlands questioned whether a new task was necessary for the SDWG;  was it not more prudent to accept the work of the OHIM Experts Group.  The Delegation of Canada said that a more international view was required, than that potentially being taken by the OHIM Group.  However, all delegations agreed on the need for continued close cooperation between the SDWG Task Force and the OHIM Experts Group.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed that:

(a)
a new Task be created with the wording: “Prepare an XML standard for the electronic external process and exchange of trademark data” 

(b)
KIPO be assigned as Task Leader for this new task, and

(c)
the Trademarks Standards Task Force continue to work in close cooperation with the OHIM Experts Group.

 AUTONUM  
Regarding the remaining 11 standards in the KIPO survey, the SDWG decided to place work on hold until such time as standards A and B were completed.

Agenda Item 8:  Renewal of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (Task No. 26)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/5.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat gave a presentation concerning future revisions and updates of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation, summarizing document SCIT/SDWG/4/5.  

 AUTONUM  
The PDG indicated that the WIPO Handbook is a very valuable source of information for both office and commercial users.  The PDG commented that the value of the publication could be enhanced through reorganization, Web-based publication, or through outsourcing of the management and publication of the Handbook.

 AUTONUM  
Several delegations also commented on the value of the WIPO Handbook and indicated their support for a substantive revision of the contents and publication procedures of the WIPO Handbook, but in many cases indicated that their ability to provide resources in support of this activity were limited.  In particular, delegations requested the archiving of obsolete material and the publication of the complete WIPO Handbook on the Internet.  

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat questioned the SDWG as to the advisability of publishing the obsolete portions of the Handbook on the Internet.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Germany expressed its reluctance to publish outdated information on the Internet and suggested that a Task Force would be in the best position to take up this issue.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat proposed the creation of a Task Force for the discussion and preparation of a proposal to renew the contents of the WIPO Handbook and its publication and maintenance procedures as described in document SCIT/SDWG/4/5.  This proposal was accepted by the SDWG.  The SDWG further agreed that issues relating to publication and archiving be addressed by this new Task Force.  The SDWG welcomed the offer of the IB to act as Task Force leader.

Agenda Item 9:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.3 

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/4/6.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat summarized the issues outlined in SCIT/SDWG/4/6 concerning problems relating to the country code designation for Serbia and Montenegro as proposed in International Standard ISO Standard 3166.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the Czech Republic indicated that the two-letter country code CS can bring difficulties not only to the three countries concerned (Czech Republic, Slovakia and Serbia and Montenegro) but also to users of industrial property information in the international community.  The Delegation indicated that country code CS was used in patent documents published by the former Czechoslovakia during the period of 1919 to 1993.  The Delegation indicated that because of this and other instances of the use of code CS, it is 

inadvisable to reuse code CS and the alternative proposal for the use of double codes (CS and YY) is only acceptable if there is no other solution.  WIPO Standard ST.3 should be aligned with ISO 3166 if possible, however, standards must diverge if ISO requires CS to be used for Serbia and Montenegro. 

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Canada supported the intervention by the Delegation of the Czech Republic and indicated that it does not support the two code solution.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Slovakia supported the interventions of the Czech and Canadian Delegations and supported only the use of code YY for Serbia and Montenegro.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegations of the United States of America, Germany, Poland, Romania, Austria, Spain, the Netherlands, the EPO, the Organisation Africaine de la Propriété Intellectuelle (OAPI), and the Representative of the PDG indicated that the proposed country code of CS presents implementation issues that cannot be reasonably circumvented and indicated that the use of two codes to designate Serbia and Montenegro would be too confusing.  Furthermore, several delegations indicated that discussions with the Serbia and Montenegro Industrial Property Office should be undertaken concerning this matter.  

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed that no decision concerning the adoption of a two-letter country code (or set of country codes) for Serbia and Montenegro can be made until after a formal response from ISO is received. 

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG also agreed that in the interim, the two-letter country code YU in WIPO Standard ST.3 would continue to be used to designate Serbia and Montenegro with an accompanying footnote to explain the current situation.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America raised the issue of the need of a two-letter code to represent, in WIPO Standard ST.3, the Community Plant Variety Office (European Union) (CPVO) and, eventually, also the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  The Secretariat indicated that a code to represent the CPVO was necessary for those industrial property offices issuing plant patents;  however, it was unlikely that the OECD would meet the conditions to be in WIPO Standard ST.3 in a near future.  The Secretariat also informed that it had already consulted the ISO 3166 Maintenance Agency with regard to this matter.  The Secretariat offered to contact the CPVO in order to present a proposal regarding the inclusion of this Organization in WIPO Standard ST.3 for the consideration of the SDWG at its next session.  The SDWG agreed with the proposal.  

Agenda Item 10:  Recommended minimum contents for intellectual property offices’ websites

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/7.

 AUTONUM  
The PDG presented document SCIT/SDWG/4/7 and summarized the results of their survey of intellectual property offices Websites.  The PDG indicated that most offices were substantially in compliance with recommendations issued by WIPO.  However, the PDG indicated that, in some cases, IPOs Websites were missing legal texts, annual reports, statistical data and English language translations.  In conclusion, IPOs were reminded to take into consideration WIPO recommendations for IPO Websites.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed with the proposal by the Secretariat to publish Part 8.5 of the WIPO Handbook on the Internet.

Agenda Item 11:  Coding of document categories in search reports and front pages of patent documents

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/8.
 AUTONUM  
In introducing document SCIT/SDWG/4/8, the Secretariat reminded delegates that WIPO Standard ST.14 recommends that IPOs should include all relevant references cited in the course of a search or examination procedure in their granted patents and in their published patent applications. 

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat referred to the letter of the Patent Documentation Group (PDG) dated August 20, 2003 (reproduced as an Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/4/8), where the PDG expressed the view that the valuable knowledge that is created through examining patent applications should be made available to the industrial property user community and proposed to broaden the application of WIPO Standard ST.14 to that effect.  The letter further recommended that the standard should be used not only by IPOs publishing search results but also by all other IPOs examining patent applications.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Japan expressed interest in providing such information but suggested that in order to do so it would need to dramatically modify its examination practices and publication procedures relating to relevant references cited in the course of examination.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Austria suggested that the existing provisions of WIPO 

Standard ST.14 provided ample opportunities as to how to proceed on the issues raised in the document.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America observed that the proposed use of the codes would not be applicable to the publication of granted and published patents, adding that where other patent dossiers are subjected to public file inspection, even more complete information is made available to third parties.

 AUTONUM  
In conclusion, the SDWG agreed that the item was important but that it was not a priority at this time.  Furthermore, the SDWG noted that the requested information is already made available, either fully or partially by most patent offices. 

Agenda Item 12:  Corrections relating to patent information published by patent offices

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/9.
 AUTONUM  
In introducing document SCIT/SDWG/4/9, the Secretariat reminded delegates that the guidelines given by WIPO Standard ST.50 aim at providing guidance to industrial property offices and other suppliers of patent information concerning the issuance of corrections, alterations and supplements relating to patent information published in paper form or on machine-readable media.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat referred to the letter from the Patent Documentation Group (PDG), dated August 20, 2003 (reproduced in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/4/9), which informed the IB that, since the adoption of WIPO Standard ST.50, there have been developments that do not appear to be in accordance with the said Standard.  The letter proposed to carry out a survey on the status of the correction procedures undertaken by industrial property offices.

 AUTONUM  
After the SDWG heard a number of interventions from delegations that the implementation of WIPO Standard ST.50 was problematic and that such a survey would be beneficial, the Delegation of the United States of America offered in cooperation with the IB and the PDG, to coordinate the development of such a questionnaire, and to present the draft questionnaire to the next session of the SDWG for its consideration.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed to create a Task with the following wording:  “Prepare a questionnaire and carry out a survey on the implementation of WIPO Standard ST.50 and on the status of the correction procedures in the industrial property offices.” 

Agenda Item 13:  Harmonization and identification of the parts of patent specifications
 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/10.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat referred to the letter from the PDG, dated August 20, 2003 (reproduced in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/4/10) proposing a survey of industrial property offices concerning issues related to the harmonization of the methods and identification of the specific parts of the description text.  The Representative of the PDG presented a summary of the issues outlined in the letter.  

 AUTONUM  
Delegates made several interventions emphasizing the need for the consistent referencing of document components, but also pointed out the challenges of implementation.  The SDWG considered and supported the possibility of creating a new SCIT Task concerning this matter.  It was recommended that a proposal be made to the SCIT Plenary to create a new SCIT Task.  The Task would concern the preparation of a questionnaire to be distributed to IPOs to survey their current practices in the identification of specific parts in published patent documents.  The proposed wording for this Task is as follows:  “Prepare a questionnaire and carry out a survey in order to clarify the different practices by industrial property offices regarding the difficulties in citing specific parts of the description of the invention text in a patent document.”

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Germany volunteered assistance to the PDG and the IB in the implementation of this Task.

Agenda Item 14.  Report by the International Bureau on the Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) Management System (Task No. 24)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/11.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat made a progress report on SCIT Task No. 24, the Annual Technical Report (ATR) Management System.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the Unites States of America highlighted the importance of Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) for the consistent collection and presentation of relevant information about the operations of IPOs.  The Delegation encouraged offices to file ATRs through the new system.  

 AUTONUM  
Several delegations indicated their satisfaction with the system and made suggestions for improvements.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Japan expressed concerns in the following areas: security, increased workload, the inability to readily amend submitted reports, and need for certification of submitted reports with a WIPO logo.

Agenda Item 15:  Report on progress made by the Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards Task Force 
(Tasks Nos. 13, 17, 18 and 19)

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat, as Task Leader for Tasks 13, 17, 18, and 19,  presented an oral report on the activities of the Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards (EDPES) Task Force.  The Secretariat indicated that the Task Force had been nearly inactive since the previous meeting of the SDWG and had made no progress on any of its Tasks.  The Task Force had, however, convened a brief meeting on January 27, 2004, to discuss the disposition of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.36 (Recommendation for the Processing of Patent Documents Using XML (Extensible Markup Language)).  The Trilateral-WIPO XML Working Group (TWXWG) has developed a first draft of this new standard and submitted it to the EDPES Task Force for review on October 15, 2003.  

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the European Patent Organization made a brief presentation concerning the background and contents of the new proposed standard, including a calendar for its adoption.  The proposed calendar is as follows:

	January/February 2004
	Presentation to SDWG and SCIT of  the draft of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.36 for consultation

	February-June 2004
	Consultation period

	March 2004
	Meeting of TWXWG

	June 2004
	If necessary, proposed special meeting (at WIPO) to discuss all comments and the final version of WIPO Standard ST.36

	July 2004
	Submission of document to Secretariat for inclusion in the agenda for next SDWG meeting

	November 2004
	Recommendation to adopt new WIPO Standard ST.36 by SDWG


 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed with this calendar.

 AUTONUM  
For further information, interested parties may refer to the EDPES Task Force Web Forum at http://webforum.wipo.int/.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat pointed out the need for participation by members of the EDPES Task Force and asked for suggestions as to how to encourage such participation.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America suggested that the Secretariat inform Task Force members as to the correct usage of the automatic message notification feature of the Web forum.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the Netherlands pointed out that the lack of participation by members may be due to a lack of resources on the part of smaller offices and differing priorities from those of the Trilateral offices. 

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America indicated that despite the lack of progress by the EDPES Task Force, decisions must be made with respect to the impact of changes to WIPO Standard ST.8 on WIPO electronic data standards.  The Delegation suggested that the Secretariat send an electronic mail message to all Task Force members indicating the availability of material related to this activity on the Web forum and indicate a deadline of thirty days for comments.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat agreed to this proposal.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America asked for comments concerning the plans of the SDWG with respect to updating WIPO Standard ST.8 in light of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.36 efforts.

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the EPO indicated that the new IPC code structure was agreed upon at the November Trilateral meeting in Tokyo.  The Delegation indicated that new tags for WIPO Standard ST.36 should be made available as soon as possible, perhaps in March.  The new IPC coding also requires a small change to WIPO Standard ST.36.  The EPO will put forward a paper on this matter for the next SDWG meeting.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Japan reminded the SDWG that the new version of the International Patent Classification (IPC) would be in use in January 2005.  WIPO Standard ST.36 must support the new IPC encoding by the end of 2004.  The Delegation expressed the view that the timing for the necessary acceptance of the proposed new standard was good.  The Delegation emphasized that the proposed WIPO Standard ST.36 is of great importance to the Japanese Patent Office.

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the EPO indicated that despite the lack of participation by Task Force members, the Web forum has proven extremely useful and thanked the Secretariat for establishing this service.

Agenda Item 16:  Consideration of the SDWG Task List

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/12.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG discussed the tasks contained in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/4/12 and agreed on the following:

Task No. 6:  The Delegation of the Netherlands asked for a status report on the GlobalPat CDROM collection contract as it seemed to have expired.  The IB indicated that no agreement had been reached between EPO and WIPO on this matter.  The Delegation of the EPO commented that the last three months of 'frontfile' processing was underway.  Production of GlobalPat will finish if no agreement is reached between EPO and WIPO.

Task No. 10:  The Delegation of Canada asked whether an IPDL Workshop would be held in 2004.  The Secretariat indicated that it was unlikely that a workshop would be held.  The Delegation of Japan inquired as to whether the mandate of the IPDL Task Force should be extended as it expires in January 2004.  The Delegation of the Netherlands recommended that the SCIT be advised to close Task No. 10.  The SDWG agreed.

Task No. 11:  The Secretariat inquired as to whether this task should also be closed as it was related to Task No. 10.  The SDWG agreed to recommend to the SCIT that Task No. 11 be closed.

Task No. 13:  The Delegation of the United States of America inquired as to whether this Task could be closed in light of discussions concerning proposed WIPO Standard ST.36.  The Secretariat indicated that the scope of this Task is greater than what is in proposed WIPO Standard ST.36; namely, this Task contains references to matters relating specifically to the PCT.  After further discussions, the SDWG agreed with the Secretariat, which suggested a redraft of the text of this Task to make it more understandable.  The SDWG agreed that the text be redrafted.

Task No. 17:  The Delegation of Germany suggested that the wording of the text of this Task be redrafted, and to include a reference to the proposed WIPO 

Standard ST.36.  The SDWG agreed.


Task No. 20:  The SDWG agreed that the title and text of this Task be redrafted to reflect the results mentioned in paragraph 38 of this document.

Task No. 24:  The Delegation of the United States of America suggested that the wording of the text of this Task be redrafted.  The SDWG agreed.

Task No. 26: The Delegation of the United States of America suggested that the wording of the text of this Task be redrafted.  The SDWG agreed.

Task No. 30:  The Delegation of Japan asked that two sentences be added to the text of the Task.  The first sentence would read as follows:  “On October 10, 2003, the Japan Patent Office, as Task Leader, submitted a proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.  The proposal was accepted by the SDWG and the Task Force completed the first phase.”  The SDWG agreed to these changes.

Task No. 31:  The Delegation of the United States of America indicated that the Task has been completed for non-electronic standards.  In particular, it should be noted that IPC Reform would not affect WIPO Standards ST.7/A, ST.7/E, ST.11, ST.12/C, ST.18, and ST.19 because of the limited use of those Standards by industrial property offices.  The Delegation further stated that industrial property offices would need to gain more experience before amending WIPO Standards ST.11, ST.18 and ST.19.  The SDWG agreed that a brief statement should be added to WIPO Standards ST.7/A, ST.7/E and 12/C to indicate that they have not been updated to incorporate revisions to WIPO Standard ST.8 due to the very limited use of this media by industrial property offices.  The SDWG agreed that this Task was completed regarding the non-electronic WIPO Standards.

Task No. 32:  The Delegation of Canada asked for an update on the status of the transfer of the electronic inventory system from the Office for Inventions and Trademarks of Romania to WIPO.  The Delegation of Romania replied that its Office had sent a letter to the IB informing of its agreement regarding its participation in a group of experts for the transfer and implementation of the system;  since then no activity had occurred concerning this transfer.  The Delegation of Canada asked that the Secretariat keep the SDWG informed of any future discussions between the Office for Inventions and Trademarks of Romania and WIPO, to which the SDWG agreed.  The Delegation of the United States of America indicated the utility of having an accurate list of published documents from each office, including a description of files, kind codes, and document numbers.  This would allow offices to know with precision whether their collections are complete. The Delegation of the EPO offered to make available information on the collections contained in their DOC-DB database.  The IB offered to research the availability of patent inventories currently available through other sources and, IB resources permitting, will report on its findings at the next SDWG meeting.

Task No. 33:  The Delegation of Austria indicated a need to update Section III. 2 and 

III. 3 with respect to timelines in the text.  The SDWG agreed.


Task No. 33/1:  The Delegation of the United States of America suggested to update the text of this Task in order to mention the revision of WIPO Standard ST.9 that has been adopted by the SDWG in this session.  The Working Group agreed.

Agenda Item 17:  Exchange of Information:  New publication procedures and data supply

Oral presentation by the German Patent and Trade Mark Office

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted with gratitude the information provided by the Delegation of Germany concerning the modifications relating to publications and data supply, including the launch of the new Internet platform “DPMApublikationen,” that the German Patent and Trade Mark Office implemented as of January 1, 2004.  The presentation is available at the SDWG/4 Web page (http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/meeting/sdwg/4/index_4.htm).

Agenda Item 18:  Schedule of activities

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on Document SCIT/SDWG/4/13.

 AUTONUM  
Following a short discussion, the SDWG agreed to hold its fifth session from 

November 8 to 12, 2004.  


 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat reminded Task Leaders that in order to facilitate the provision of working documents in all three languages for the fifth session, the deadline for submission of texts to the Secretariat would be July 20, 2004. 

Agenda Item 19:  Adoption of the report of the session

 AUTONUM  
This report was adopted by the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT).

Agenda Item 20:  Closing of the session

 AUTONUM  
The meeting was closed following the adoption of the Report.

[Annexes follow]

