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Introduction

1.
At the third session of the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), held from May 5 to 8, 2003, the Japan Patent Office (JPO), as the Leader of the WIPO Standard ST.10/C Task Force (ST.10/C Task Force), gave an oral report of the work carried out by the Task Force.  The Task Force Leader reported that two questionnaires on the revision and update of the Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C had been completed and forwarded to the International Bureau (IB) for distribution to industrial property offices (IPOs).  The questionnaires were distributed by the IB on April 4, 2003, along with Circulars SCIT 2580 and 2581, and Offices were asked to send their responses by May 30, 2003.  The IB received responses to the questionnaires from 36 Offices, (AR, AU, AZ, BE, BG, BY, CA, CH, DE, EC, EE, ES, FI, HR, HU, ID, IE, JP, KG, KP, KR, LS, LT, MC, MD, MG, MT, MX, NL, NZ, PH, SE, SI, SK, TR, US), 10 of which from countries that were not previously represented in the Appendix to the Standard.  These countries were:  AZ, BY, HR, ID, KG, KP, LS, MG, MT, TR.  The replies to the said circulars are available in the SCIT area of WIPO’s website at http://www.wipo.int/scit:  Administration/Circulars.

2.
The updated Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C and the revised version of the Standard that was adopted by the SDWG on May 8, 2003, were published in the 2003 WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation CD-ROM and the SCIT area of WIPO’s website (http://www.wipo.int/scit:  WIPO Standards and Other Documentation/List of WIPO Standards).

3.
The ST.10/C Task Force met on May 7, 2003, to revise the recommendation set in the standard and in particular, to examine the contents of Appendix 3 to document SCIT/SDWG/2/6, concerning the revision of paragraphs 11 and 12 of the Standard.  Following this meeting, the Task Force carried on further exchanges via the electronic forum.  On October 10, 2003, the JPO, as the Leader of the Task Force, submitted the report of the Task Force on the work carried out, the issues addressed and the agreements reached, for the consideration by the SDWG.  The report of the ST.10/C Task Force is reproduced as an Annex to this document with three Appendices attached. 

4.
An oral progress report of the work carried out by the Task Force since submitting 

the report referred to in paragraph 3, above, will be presented at the current session of the SDWG in order to inform the Working Group on the status of the revision of WIPO 

Standard ST.10/C.

5.
The SDWG is invited:

(a)
to note the contents of the Report prepared by the ST.10/C Task Force as given in the Annex to this document and the three attached Appendices;

(b)
to note the oral progress report by the ST.10/C Task Force; 

(c)
to consider and agree to the proposals concerning the amendments to WIPO Standard ST.10/C reproduced in Appendix 2 to the Annex to this document.

[Annex follows]

