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REVISED DESCRIPTION OF TASK 

No. 30 OF THE SDWG TASK LIST
Proposal prepared by the ST.10/C Task Force
Task No. 30
Revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C

I.
BACKGROUND AND STATUS OF WORK
–
The necessity of revising WIPO Standard ST.10/C was proposed by the Japan Patent Office (JPO) at the Trilateral Working Group Meeting held in Washington, DC, in April 2001.  This proposal was supported by both the EPO and the USPTO.
–
The proposal was made and supported at the first SDWG meeting in May 2001.  (See paragraphs 34 and 35 of document SCIT/SDWG/1/9.)

–
The JPO submitted a project brief titled “Project Brief of the Revision of ST.10/C” to the Secretariat on July 2, 2001.  (See Annex to document SCIT/7/5.)

–
Task was created by the SCIT Plenary at its seventh session in June 2002.  It was also agreed that a Task Force would be set up to discuss this issue.  (See 
paragraphs 25 to 27 of document SCIT/7/17.)

–
The Task Force was established on July 12, 2002.
–
At the second session of the SDWG in December 2002, it was agreed that the Task Force would implement a two-phase process;  (i) the first phase consisting of a moderate and pragmatic solution;  and (ii) a second phase with a standardized format solution.  (See paragraphs 35 to 38 of document SCIT/SDWG/2/14.)
–
The International Bureau issued Circulars SCIT 2580 and 2581, dated April 4, 2003, which invited industrial property offices to provide information on the maintenance of the Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C.  The circulars were based on the letter and questionnaires prepared by the Task Force.  The updated Appendix and the revised version of the Standard that was adopted by the SDWG on May 8, 2003 (see Task No. 31), were published in the 2003 WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation CD-ROM and in the SCIT area of WIPO’s website.

–
The Task Force presented a report on the work carried out at the third session of the SDWG in May 2003.  (See paragraphs 16 to 19 of document SCIT/SDWG/3/9, and document SCIT/SDWG/3/2.) 

–
On October 10, 2003, the Japan Patent Office, as Task Leader, submitted a proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.

–
The proposal was accepted by the SDWG, and the Task Force completed the first phase at the fourth session of the SDWG, in January 2004.  (See paragraphs 20 
to 30 of document SCIT/SDWG/4/14, and document SCIT/SDWG/4/3.)
–
At the fourth session of the SDWG, it was suggested that the Task Force consider the impact of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C on WIPO Standard ST.13 during the second phase in order to avoid inconsistent recommendations between these Standards.
–
At the Task Force Force meeting held during the fourth session of the SDWG, it was proposed to examine an appropriate numbering system for applications along with the second phase of the WIPO Standard ST.10/C revision and to include the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 in the scope of Task No. 30.  (See conclusion part of “Minutes of ST.10/C Task Force Meeting on January 28, 2004”.) 

–
In March 2004, the Task Force reached an agreement to support these proposals and decided to submit to the IB a revised Task No. 30 description for the SDWG members’consideration at the fifth session of the SDWG, to be held in November 2004.
II.










RELEVANCE/SCOPE OF TASK
In order to improve the quality of patent family data and to avoid confusion in the presentation of priority application numbers, the Task Force considers in particular the need to:

(a) 
Revise and update the Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C.
The following revisions and updates of the Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C should be considered:



  (i)
a revision and update to cover all the member States of the Paris Convention;



 (ii)
a revision and update to include the presentation of application numbers of both patents and utility models in the examples;



(iii)
a revision and update to include, in the examples, the presentation of application numbers assigned by receiving regional offices of a particular country in those cases where there is no uniform system established for assigning application numbers among the different receiving regional offices.


(b)
Revise the recommendation set out in WIPO Standard ST.10/C.
The following two recommendations should be considered for adding to the said Standard:



  (i)
a recommendation to industrial property offices to comply with the Standard when presenting the application numbers of a patent document in the notification of the first filing and in the certificate of priority;


 (ii)
a recommendation to industrial property offices to encourage and facilitate the compliance, by applicants, of the Standard when providing the priority application number in subsequent filings.

In order to establish an ideal unified format for priority application numbers, during the second phase, that would be in harmony with recommended application numbers set out in WIPO Standard ST.13, the Task Force also considers the need to:


 (c) 
Revise the recommendation set out in WIPO Standard ST.13

The following two revisions should be considered:



  (i)
a revision to facilitate industrial property offices’ compliance  with the Standard, taking into account requirements of industrial property offices such as amendment of the total number of alphanumeric characters;


(ii)
a revision to assure a more standardized presentation of application numbers.

III.
PROPOSED ACTION WITH TIME FRAME


The SDWG, at its second session, in December 2002, agreed on a two-phase process for this Task.  During the first phase, the Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C was revised and updated in October 2003, and a proposal concerning the recommendations set out in this Standard was approved at the fourth session of the SCIT/SDWG, in January 2004.  Thus, the first phase was completed. The Task Force will present, in the second phase, a proposal on a unified format for priority application numbers for consideration by the SDWG.  (See paragraphs 31 to 38 of document SCIT/SDWG/1/14, and document SCIT/SDWG/2/6.) 
In addition, the Task Force intends to present a proposal on an appropriate format for application numbers that will be used as part of priority application numbers for consideration by the SDWG.
Task Leader


The Japan Patent Office (JPO) is designated as the Task Leader.

–  Adopted by the ST.10/C Task Force on May 25, 2004  –
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