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ANNEX IV
Definition of Citation in the WIPO Glossary of terms
 in Part 8 of the WIPO Handbook 
A “citation” in a patent document, search report, or in another document is a reference to another document, which may affect the patentability of a (claimed) invention.
If the citation refers to a patent document, it is recommended that it should consist of the code of the industrial property office or organization publishing the document, the publication number, the kind-of-document code, and the date of publication of that document.  Relevant parts of the patent document such as page number, column number, paragraph number, line number, claim number, and figure number should be included to show the precise location of the cited material in the document.
If the citation refers to an article or a book, it should consist of the author (if available), the title of the periodical or book, the title of the article, the volume and page number and, usually, the publication date.
If the citation refers to a document published in electronic form or on the Internet, it should consist of, in addition to the elements above, the media type e.g. [online], the URL and date of retrieval from the Internet or database (where applicable), or any unique reference numbers sufficient to retrieve and identify the electronic document at a later date.
A citation may also make reference to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition, or other means of disclosure.  (See also WIPO Standards ST.1 and ST.14.)
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