In the Name of God,
The Honorable Chairman of Korea Women Invention Association, Respected Representatives of WIPO and President of the International Federation of Inventors' Associations, 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure for me to take part in the 1st International women’s invention exposition in Seoul, the beautiful capital of South Korea, together with inventors from my country, so that we can study the most important challenges confronting them, as well as the procedures for encouraging and supporting them and achieve international cooperation in this field, while honoring the female inventors and their effort in the area of innovation and development.
I should like to place on record my appreciation of the authorities of KIWIA and the International Bureau in WIPO for having organized this exposition and conference, which has provided an opportunity to all of from around the world to get familiar with the achievements of the female inventors. I also appreciate them for having invited me to take part in it. Finally, I thank the hosts, especially the Government and the people of the South Korea, for their warm hospitality.
I also wish to remember the people of my country who have taken great steps forward in the areas of developing scientific knowledge and new technologies needed for rapid and development and economic growth and especially the few of them who have attended this great celebration today. As you know, 20 inventions of my country have been displayed here at the exhibition, which is a record of the highest number of inventions and participation of the inventors among the 20 participating countries. Of the 300 presented projects, 16% are from Iran, and this proportion goes further to indicate the large number of the participating inventors from Iran.
Another point is that only one project from any Iranian female individual or team inventors has taken part in this festival, which is remarkable concerning the variety of the fields and this shows the share of my country's women and their role in different areas which has been developed under the Islamic Revolution's support.
I take the opportunity to emphasize another matter, while evaluating the combination of the Iranian inventors attending this festival. Among the 34 Iranian inventors who are here today, 9 persons are male who have collaborated with female inventors in one of the projects and this shows that the women of my country, despite of being faithful to the religious and social values and harms, have never stepped away from working in this challenging arenas, together with men. It can be said that being observant of the Islamic ethics and principles have provided an appropriate field for their self-preservation, innovation and activity, as well as creating a safe environment for co-operation, which indicates the positive role of religious beliefs in social, scientific, technical and economic growth.
Moreover, 40% of the inventions that have taken part in this exhibition from Iran, is the result of group work. This shows the efforts that are made for collective and organized work for scientific cooperation. It must the said that the individual innovations become more fruitful and reach the market sooner, in the framework of group work, and this must be taken into consideration and supported by the national, governmental and international organizations. This gathering of the inventors is a small example of the Iranian society today, which has achieved many developments despite many threats and challenges posed by economic siege and external political forces.
It may be interesting for you to know that based on the reports made by the ISI Institute and WOS station, Iran has attained the 30th scientific work among the 145 countries of the world and second scientific rank in the world of Islam.
In 2007, the number of Iranian highly cited papers was doubled. And Iran is in the first rank in seven branches of Mathematics, Mechanics polymer, chemistry and chemical Engineering, Nano-technology and Medicine, throughout the region.  The women and young people have played a key role in achieving this development. In Tran, more than two million women are university graduates, and 20,000 women are faculty members.  The fact that 36% of the female employees in the country are university graduates is also a part of this reality.  The glory of the Iranian young people in the scientific Olympiads in the recent years and attainment of the world higher ranks by them indicates their keen and successful participation in the area of science and knowledge. 
IFIA celebrated its 40th anniversary with the motto:  "Without inventor, no invention – without invention no innovation – without innovation no development". This motto indicates the role of human in invention and innovation in the process of a country’s development.
I regretfully note that from amongst the 30 countries from around the world that are participating in this exhibition except Iran, from the Middle East, Western Persia and North of Africa there is only one country, namely, Syria that has taken part. While this region has been the fountainhead of the old civilizations and the homeland of the human religions, sciences and knowledge; from the past days of Babelonians, Fenighians and Pharaons until glory of the Islamic civilization in Baghdad, Damascus, Cairo and Tunisia and Fass, from Hamurali law to Papyrus paper and from Alexandrian library to Jondi shapour, Mostansaria, Al-Azhar and Zeytoona university and Najaf scientific center.

I take the opportunity to emphasize that without independence and national sovereignty and also without the general participation of all the nation, especially of the women and young people, the progress of countries on the route of development will not have the necessary speed. Given the unequal progress of the countries, real progress in this world is not possible, as the people living on planet earth have a common destiny.  Therefore, I wish to emphasize that the right to development is one of the basic rights of all the human being.  It is crucial for the unity of mankind and the efforts of the peoples of the world to achieve success in overcoming all the current problems faced by mankind.
Today, we have gathered here to see and appraise the efforts and achievements of female inventors.   I do not intend to talk here about the key role of women in a country’s development and the necessity to provide for their welfare and equality for diminishing poverty. Planning for their education, empowerment, enabling their appropriate organization and making them part of the process of development, which regretfully and despite of all the progresses, the indices show some deficiencies in this field and discrimination against the women even in the developed countries.  The world must make all out effort to tackle these problems and make improvement to ensure equal enjoyment by men and women of the resources, opportunities and benefits of progress. In this regard, everyone has to undoubtedly redouble their efforts, be they at the national or international levels.
Only then, we would be able to say that our world and different countries with different levels have taken steps for emphasizing women's rights and protecting their intellectual property (ownership) rights, which is one of the most considerations of this great conference. This needs reinforcement of all the relevant mechanisms, be they legal, economic or social protections.
While following these general principles, there is a necessity to systematically study the situation of female inventors by studying their successes, problems & challenges.
In my country, Iran, like other countries despite scientific growth and several inventions being registered and accession to the various international conventions for protecting industrial property rights, the inventors are suffering from a number of economic problems and lack of necessary mechanisms for gaining access to the process of their scientific effort and cooperating with scientific organizations of the world, which is the important factor for continued growth of science and technology.  It seems that there is a great need for greater international effort and collaboration for removing the obstacles faced by female inventors in the successful commercialization of their inventions. . This conference should call upon the international society and international organizations to provide mechanisms in this field, while requesting the countries to support the projects of science and technology with financial support.
Therefore, in conclusion, I would like to present some suggestions:
1. Countries and UN organizations and other economic agencies must team up to provide support to scientific and technological projects that support women who make inventions so as to make its possible for them to convert their inventions into commercial products.
2. Worldwide cooperation is needed for protecting inventors, especially women inventors. For this purpose, we must ratify an international deed for reinforcing that women entrepreneurship and small & medium sized enterprises owned by women are supported on priority at the national & International levels.
3. Creating national and international mechanism to support business women and increase their presence and partnership in the national and international economies and their representation in decision making processes and bodies in financial, economic and commercial institutions.
4. Support the establishment of group or cooperative action by women inventors to accelerate their scientific and economic output by concerted and collective effort throughout all the countries, worldwide.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I wish to end by stressing the principle that social, political and economic participation of women shall not be an impediment to their fulfilling the traditional role in the family of training and raising the next generations of their societies; a principle which all the religions and Islam have put a great stress on. The women of my country have experienced it in practice during the recent three decades, and I myself have tasted its sweetness in my personal life.
I wish success and honour to this conference and all participating women inventors.
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