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Rules of ownership – authors, 
employers, government.  
Related rights – maker of sound 
recording/film, performer, 
broadcaster 
 

Individual enforcement, 
negotiation of terms of use - 
contracts. Often rights 
transferred to agent, publisher, 
distributor, guild, etc 
 

Mass uses of copyright 
materials (eg broadcasting, 
photocopying, etc) and 
statutory (compulsory) licences 
for equitable remuneration - 
through collecting societies 
(CMOs) 



CMOs – documentation and distribution 

• CMOs responsible for membership, documenting local AND 

international works and publishing agreements as well as 

licensing and distribution 

• Investment in systems to capture and maintain data, research, 

resolve counterclaims - CMOs = trusted 3rd parties 

• Reciprocal representation agreements subject to CISAC 

Professional Rules, Binding Obligations and Best Practices 

– including requirements to use international standards, tools 

and formats developed by CISAC. 

• For Musical Works – CIS Project commenced 1994 – 

Technical standards, International Standard Identifiers, Tools 

and common data exchange formats   

• 2005 GDDN Global Documentation and Distribution 

Network – virtual (distributed) database 
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        Established 1926  
  230+ member CMOs        
  115 Countries 
       Reciprocal Representation 
agreements –national treatment 
 

•Authors Councils – Composers, 
visual artists, dramatic authors. 
•Regional Committees  
•Technical Committees – Legal & 
Legislative; Communications; 
Media Licensing; Distribution;  
•Professional Rules – 
governance/transparency; 
Binding Resolutions – distribution 
practices 
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• 1.75% collections 
• Music grants – 

events, projects and 
awards 

 
 

Cultural and 

Industry support 

and development 



ATSI Music Office  
OZCO Song Cycles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OneMusic New Zealand 



CISNet Nodes 
• Shared documentation hubs/nodes - 

• MIS@Asia – COMPASS. 

MCT, IPRS, VCPMC, FILSCAP 

• DIVA – CASH, MCSC, 

MUST, MACP, WAMI,  

• NorDoc – Scandinavia 

• CMS (being replaced by CLEF) Australia, NZ, Pacific, Asia. 

• ECAD – (10) Brazilian societies and Neighbouring rights 

• LatinNet – Latin American societies 



Musical Works 

Information search 

Contributing societies 

And NODES 



CMOs – documentation and distribution 

• International Documentation on Audiovisual works (IDA) index 

is an international centralized database facilitating the 

identification of audiovisual works and rights holders. 

• IDA supports: 

• The standardization of data 

• A unique codification of audiovisual works 

• The identification of local versions of an original work 

• The identification of right owners by country and society (IPI) 

• 53 member societies actively working with IDA. In 2016, more 

than 1.5 million works were registered in the IDA database. 

 



CMOs – documentation and distribution 

• Visual arts – CISAC International Council of Creators of 

Graphic, Plastic and Photographic Art – re-sale 

• IMAGES + RIGHTS database  

• ONLINEART (2002) – now 16 CISAC societies 

• 2012 services agreement -Copyright Agency  

(Australia – Reprographic) and Viscopy – Visual arts 

Australia NZ. 

 

 

1997 – Operational Alliance between APRA and AMCOS to build 

CMS – mechanical, performing and print (reprography). 

 



Drivers for back office consolidation  

• Economies of scale – shared documentation/distribution 

resources, accuracy, expense deductions 

• Move from national licensing + exclusive rights → 

Disaggregated multi-territory digital licensing  

• US non exclusive rights, Consent decrees,  

• EC Recommendations 2005, Directive 2016 

• Claimed content environment - mandates, rights and 

agreements.  Timing of digital releases and registrations. 

• Big data.  APRA Radio census analysis – 30m lines, av cue 

sheets showing use of music.  Digital trillions of lines 

• Global Repertoire Database GRD project CISAC and ICMP, 

International Music Registry IMR WIPO and IFPI 

 



Terminology for CMO shared resources 

“FRONT 
OFFICE” 

LICENSING  
Negotiation of 

licence 
agreements 

 
 
 

“MIDDLE 
OFFICE” 

•Invoicing, 
collections 
Invoicing 

distributions 
 
   

“BACK OFFICE” 
 

•Copyright 
database 

administration 
•Processing of sales 

files 



2005 Pan European Licensing 
Partnerships   

 

Between publishers and PR CMOs: 
 
CELAS – EMI with PRS / GEMA 
PAECOL – Sony ATV / GEMA 
DEAL  - SACEM / Universal 
K-STAR –STIM / Kobalt  
PEDL – various / Warner Chappell 
ARESA – GEMA / BMG  
IMPEL – PRS / Independent Publishers 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



CONSOLIDATION 

CELAS –EMI with PRS / 

GEMA 

PAECOL – Sony ATV / 

GEMA 

DEAL  - SACEM / Universal 

K-STAR –STIM / Kobalt  

PEDL – various / Warner 

Chappell 

ARESA – GEMA / BMG  

IMPEL – PRS / 

Independent Publishers 

ETC. 

 

SOLAR – Sony ATV EMI with 

PRS/GEMA 

 

AMRA – Kobalt  

 

ICE  – PRS/GEMA/STIM with 

IMPEL  

 

DEAL – Universal with SACEM 

 

MINT – SESAC bought Harry Fox 

with SUISA 

 

 

Global Music Rights (GMR) 

 

 

 

 



Asia  

Regional Documentation Hubs- 

DIVA – CASH, MCSC, MUST, MACA, MACP and WAMI 

MIS@Asia – COMPASS, MCT, FILSCAP, IPRS, VCPMC 

CMS – APRA AMCOS, Australia, NZ and Pacific (FPRA) 

Regional Digital Licensing/processing hubs – 

Asian Digital Initiative (ADI) – CASH, MACA, MACP, and WAMI, Sony 
EMI, Warners, Fuji  

PAN Asia-Pacific Licensing (PAPL) – APRA AMCOS Universal, Peer 
Imagem, Hillsong, Origin 

 

 

 



AFRICA and the Middle East 

• SAMRO  - seeking to extend its Microsoft AX system across Africa 

• AEMRO – UAE, cf PRSforMusic GCC 

• Regional Digital licensing/distribution hub – 

- CAPASSO 

Plus SAMRO back office, joint licensing for PR 

 

 



Latin America 

• Regional Documentation portal 

- LATINAUTOR 

- ECAD (National – Brazilian societies + Neighbouring rights) 

• Regional Digital Licensing/distribution 

• “BACK OFFICE” – processing for LatAm joint licensing with societies 
and publishers, except Brazil, Mexico.  

 

 

 



Cooperation between Authors and 
Neighbouring rights CMOs 

• Front office “one stop shop” licensing 
hubs 

• OneMusic NZ – APRA and PPNZ 

• MPC – MCT and Phonorights Thailand 

• LMKN Indonesia 

• Music Rights Malaysia MRM Berhad  

• CDC Japan – middle office 
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     Established following the    
     Rome Convention to 
represent holders of certain 
neighbouring rights 

Phonogram producers 

Industry research development, 
training, Anti piracy protection 
measures 

Collective management of 
broadcast and performing rights 
in countries that have these 
rights 

ONE MUSIC NZ; Australia 
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International Federation of 
Reproduction Rights 
Organisations 1980 
Book publishers; Scientific, 
Technical & Medical 
Publishers (STM). 
Photocopying by educational 
and other institutions, digital 
delivery of texts (eBooks 
administered by publishers).   


