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The more successful the design is, the higher is 

its commercial value to the company… 

DM/091544 

Suunto: “Parts of a compass”

DM/102423

Fiskars: “Kitchen knife”

DM/101331 

Outokumpu: “Profile section”

DM/095144 

Secto Design: “Lamp”

DM/097093

Sinituote: “Ice scraper with snow brush”

DM/103432

Metsä Tissue: “Pattern for toilet paper”

DM/102933

Oura Health: “Wearable 

activity tracker”

DM/098048

Merivaara Corporation:  

“Display screen with a 

graphical user interface”

DM/088219 

Marimekko: “Vase”



Why Protect Industrial Designs?

Exclusive right to prevent 
unauthorized copying or 
imitation of the product

Strengthening competitive 
positions of the company

Profitability [Fair return] on 
investment made in creating 
and marketing the product

Encouraging fair competition 
and honest trade practices 

Protection of 
industrial designs



Basic Features and Advantages

of the Hague System



Independent filings vs. Hague Route
Direct/Paris Route

The Hague System
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Who Can Use the System?

Nationality Domicile

Real and effective 
industrial/commercial 

establishment

Habitual residence
Geneva (1999) Act only

Attachment to a 
Contracting Party



Main Features of the Hague System

Simplicity 

The Hague System enables holders to obtain protection for 
their designs with a minimum of formality 

Cost-effectiveness

Payment of a single set of fees in one currency

Efficiency

Considerable facilitation of the subsequent management of 
the registration 

Flexibility
Right holders have more opportunities in targeting national, 
regional or global markets



What is the Hague System?

One to many relationships

• File a single international application for a single
international registration in which one or more
Contracting Parties are designated

“Bundle of rights”

• If no refusal, the resulting international registration
has the effect of a grant of protection in each
designated Contracting Party



The Hague System is a Procedural 

Arrangement

Issues such as:

are governed by the law of each Contracting Party 
designated in an international registration

the conditions for protection

the refusal procedure to be applied when 
deciding whether a design may be protected

the rights which result from protection



The International Application

In English, French or Spanish

May be filed directly with the International
Bureau through the E-filing interface but also on
paper

May comprise several different designs up to a
maximum of 100 if they belong to the same
class of the International Classification (Locarno)

One set of fees (in CHF) is to be paid



The Hague System Procedure: 

Role of the International Bureau

Formal examination

Recording in the International Register 

Sending the certificate to the holder

Publication in the International Designs Bulletin

Notification to members through the publication in the Bulletin 

If the International Bureau finds that the international application does not fulfill the applicable

requirements, it invites the applicant to make the required corrections within three months from the

date of invitation sent by the International Bureau.

International registration has the same effect as a regularly-filed application in all designated

Contracting Parties.



The Hague System Procedure (II)

Refusal by a designated Contracting Party

on same substantive 
grounds as for 

national/regional 
filings

must be 
communicated 

within time limit

effect limited to 
territory of the 

member that has 
refused

International registration (where not refused)

no refusal = same 
rights as a local design 

registration

a bundle of 
independent 

national/regional 
rights

advantages of central 
management



The Hague System Procedure (III)

Longer renewal 
period, if allowed 
by the law of the 
designated 
Contracting Party 

Renewable at 
least once    
(1960 Act) or 
twice (1999 Act)

Duration of 
protection: 
five years



General Advantages of the Hague System

Hague System (international route)

one Office for filing

one language

one currency

one international registration

one renewal

one modification

foreign attorney or agent

(first needed if refused)

National/regional route

many Offices for filing

many languages

many currencies

many registrations

many renewals

many modifications

foreign attorney or agent

(first needed at filing)



Legal Framework



Hague 
Agreement

Hague Act (1960) Geneva Act (1999)

• Common Regulations, last revised: January 1, 2019

• Administrative Instructions, last revised: January 1, 2019

• National Laws and Regulations



Going Global –

Geographical Scope of the Hague System



Hague Union

60 Geneva Act (1999) (including EU and 

OAPI)

10 Hague Act (1960)

70 Contracting Parties



Hague Union Members According to the Most 

Recent Applicable Act

•African Intellectual Property Organization, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belgium, Belize, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brunei Darussalam,
Bulgaria, Cambodia, Canada, Croatia, D.P.R. of Korea, Denmark, Egypt,
Estonia, European Union, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana,
Hungary, Iceland, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Namibia, Netherlands, North
Macedonia, Norway, Oman, Poland, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, San Marino, Sao Tome and
Principe, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic,
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United
Kingdom and the United States of America (60)

Geneva Act (1999)

60 members

•Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Gabon, Greece, Italy, Mali, Morocco, Niger, Senegal and
Suriname (10)

Hague Act (1960)

10 members



Geneva Act (1999)

Recent Accessions Potential Accessions in 2019

Belize
(November 9, 2018)

San Marino 

(October 26, 2018)

Benelux Union
(December 18, 2018)

Canada 
(July 16, 2018)

Russian Federation
(November 30, 2017)

The Kingdom of Cambodia
(November 25, 2016)

United Kingdom
(March 13, 2018)

D.P.R. of Korea
(June 13, 2016)

China

Morocco

Israel

Mexico

Madagascar

Jordan

Vietnam

Indonesia

Samoa

Suriname

Eurasian Patent Organization



Hague Union

60 Geneva Act (1999) (including EU and OAPI)

10 Hague Act (1960)

70 Contracting Parties

Potential Contracting Parties of Geneva (1999) Act



Some Statistics



International Applications - 2018

5,404 international applications were received
containing 19,296 designs (max. 100 designs /
application)

3.7 % increase compared to the respective
period in 2017 in the number of applications

-0.7% decline compared to the respective
period in 2017 in the number of designs



Designations under the Hague System

The EU is the most designated Hague Member 

• (2018:  3,265 international registrations designated 

EU, containing 13,268 designs).  

The designation of the EU in an international registration 

covers all its Member States, including Finland.

In 2017 Finland was individually designated in 63 

international registrations, containing 299 designs (2018 

statistics not yet finalized)  



Who filed most in 2018?

Germany: 3,964 designs 

Switzerland: 2,510 designs

Republic of Korea:1,547 designs

France: 1,454 designs 

Netherlands: 1,382 designs

Italy: 1,261 designs

United States of America: 1,293

Japan: 1,268

Turkey: 478

Greece: 410



International Applications 

Originating from Finland 2018

Finland (25th in top filers list in 2018, design count)

• 2018: 26 IAs, which contained 71 designs

o (2017: 37 IAs, which contained 81 designs)

Sweden 

• 107 IAs (321 designs)

Denmark 

• 87 IAs (276 designs)

Norway 

• 51 IAs (112 designs)



Top Growth in Design Filings in 2018



Who accounted for most of the designs in 2018?



I. PALEOHORINOS FOTISTIKA A.B.E.E.

GEFIRA ANCHIALOS-THESSALONIKI (GR)

INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION NO. 103775

Class 24 “Luminous decorations”



Latest Developments 



Latest Developments

Guidance on reproductions (last updated 
November 2018)

Improvement of the E-filing interface

New Hague Information tools

Developments in the legal framework



Prepared in consultation with Examining Offices under the Hague 
System and several user organizations

Disclosure criteria may differ depending on jurisdiction. This new Guidance is a

useful tool to help applicants forestall possible refusals on the ground of

insufficient disclosure of an industrial design by Examining Offices.

Detailed guidance on how to prepare and provide reproductions to 
overcome the most common refusal issues

 Not enough views

 Unclear representations of the claimed design

 Unclear relief or contours of surfaces of a three-dimensional product

 Difference in form/color between the representations of the claimed design

Information on which guidance should be taken into account when 
designating specific Contracting Parties

Not self-sufficient or all inclusive

Guidance on Preparing and Providing Reproductions in Order to Forestall Possible Refusals on the Ground of 

Insufficient Disclosure of an Industrial Design by Examining Offices available at: 

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/hagdocs/en/2016/hague_2016_9.pdf

Guidance on Reproductions

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/hagdocs/en/2016/hague_2016_9.pdf


Industrial Designs

DM/101844

LENTO OBJEKT 
GMBH

DM/101165

SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS CO.,LTD. 

DM/100835

HERIS SERAMIK VE TURIZM SANAYI A.S.

DM/099943

SOCIÉTÉ NOUVELLE ROSSIGNOL

DM/101755

HERMES SELLIER 



Reproduction Examples That Have Passed 

the Disclosure Test Before All Concerned 

Offices (1)

D087535 – Softbank Robotics

D089713 – Hilti Aktiengesellschaft



D089858 – Ninebot (Beijing) Tech D086974 – Babybjörn AB

Reproduction Examples That Have Passed 

the Disclosure Test Before All Concerned 

Offices (2)



DM/088980, Sinituote Oy

«Sand sifter (household)»

Statement of grant of protection: US, KR, JP, NO



DM/097918, PLANMECA OY
”Patient support for an X-Ray imaging apparatus”

Statement of grant of protection: EM, JP, KR

Notice of allowance: (invitation to pay the 2nd part fee) US

1.1 Perspective 1.2 Perspective 1.3 Back 1.4 Bottom

1.5 Front 1.6 Left 1.7 Right 1.8 Top 

https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_001/2018/08
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_002/2018/08
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_003/2018/08
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_004/2018/08
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_005/2018/08
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_006/2018/08
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_007/2018/08
https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/image/D097918/001_008/2018/08


Improvement of the E-Filing Interface

Receive and download notifications from the IB relating to 
international applications

Send corrections to irregularities or defects 

Retrieve in real-time current status of international 
application

New payment options in the E-filing interface

Indication of access code obtained from the IP office of first 
filing, so that the IP office of the designated Contracting
Party is able to access the priority document via the WIPO 
Digital Access Service (DAS)



EHague

Login at: https://www3.wipo.int/HagueEFilingWeb/

WIPO account required

https://www3.wipo.int/HagueEFilingWeb/


Workbench

1 – Create a new application

2 – List of applications filed with the IB

3 – Draft applications not yet filed with the IB

4 – Communications from the IB

5 – An online tutorial



Workbench

6 – Top navigation bar

7 – Support 

8 – Language settings

9 – Your account settings

10 – Logout



Acknowledgement of Receipt

1 – Hover over a row and click on 

“Acknowledgement of receipt” to 

download a PDF of this document



Communication

Selecting History displays all communication between 

the applicant(s) and the IB.

Selecting Letter downloads the letter from the IB.



Communication

Selecting Reply allows you to write a free text reply (1), 

submit additional documents (2), or send replacement 

reproductions (3).



A Modern Interface and New Payment Options

One page design for easy 

navigation and use

Credit card, debit card, Paypal, 

current account, or bank transfer



New E-service and E-instrument available at 

www.wipo.int/hague

• Contact Hague Form

o Single point of contact for users, while making enquiries, 

submitting documents or to request a priority document

• Hague Member Profiles Database

o Compilation of data;

o Search tool

New Hague Information tools

http://www.wipo.int/hague


Contact Hague Form



Hague System Document Upload

Access via Contact Hague at: 

https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/hague

WIPO account required

https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/hague/


Hague System Document Upload

1 – Select document type (if type not listed, select “Reply to an 

Irregularity Letter Received from the International Bureau”)

2 – Enter IRN (if no IRN, enter 000000).

3 – Enter optional internal reference

4 – Add optional instructions or related documents



Hague member Profiles Database



Global Design Database



Hague Express Database



Developments in the Legal Framework

Amendments to the Common Regulations Under the 1999 Act and the 1960 Act of the 
Hague Agreement concerning a safeguard against non-delivery of an electronic 
communication entered into force on 1.1.2017

The appointment of a representative may be made in the international application. The 
naming of the representative in the international application at the time of filing shall 
constitute an appointment by the applicant of such representative. The power of 
attorney is no longer required at the time of filing since 01.01.2019

Filing the international application via fax is not possible since 01.01.2019

Modes of payment are more flexible for the IB in accepting payments by debit cards or 
other new forms of payment (online payment system) since 01.01.2019

Entry into force of the twelfth edition of the Locarno Classification on 01.01.2019



Practical Advantages of 

the Hague System

All steps of the procedure facilitated by effective online 

services (fee calculator, eHague, ePay, eRenewal, 

upload document function in Contact Hague)

No need to appoint a foreign local representative at the 

time of filing (only if refused by the designated Office)

Legal presumption of validity in non-examining

jurisdictions is an advantage in case of conflicts

• For sending cease and desist letters

• In case of preliminary injunctions

• Negociating licences 



 Visit the Hague System website:

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/

 Enjoy the new E-Services:

o eHague (new E-filing opportunities);

o e-Renewal (sophisticated features for 

renewals);

o ePay (extended opportunities to pay 

the fees online);

o Contact Hague (unique portal to 

communicate with the Hague 

Registry):

o Hague Member Profiles Database 

(wide range of information on the 

practices and procedures of Hague 

System members)

 Subscribe to Hague Notices to be aware 

about Hague information notices and 

updates on developments in the Hague 

System

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
http://www.wipo.int/hague/en/


Kiitos!


