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Innovation: from Idea to Market
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2 fundamental elements: protection and disclosure

 Exclusive right limited by claims vs. disclosure of full document in 

a “manner sufficiently clear and comprehensive for the 

invention to be carried out by a person skilled in the art”
(Article 29.1 TRIPS Agreement)

 Territorial protection vs. global disclosure

 Time-limited protection vs. permanent disclosure

Up to 80% of current technical knowledge is only found 

in patent documents*

Up to 30% of R&D efforts wasted due to insufficient use 

of patent information*

*Source: “Why researchers should care about patents”, European Patent Office, available at 

http://ec.europa.eu/invest-in-research/pdf/download_en/patents_for_researchers.pdf

Patent system

http://ec.europa.eu/invest-in-research/pdf/download_en/patents_for_researchers.pdf


Strategic use of patent information

Is my invention new? Is it patentable?

 Novelty search, validity search

What technologies already exist? Is there already a solution 

to my problem so I don’t waste resources reinventing the 

wheel? What are my competitors doing?

 State-of-the-art/technology trend search, patent landscape 

reports (snap-shot of situation in a specific technology area)

Any opportunities for collaboration/joint ventures/licensing? 

 Name search (applicants, inventors)

R&D

I  n n o  v  a  t  i o  n    p  r  o  c  e  s  s

Product

Design



Strategic use of patent information

Do I have freedom to operate? Do I risk infringing on someone 

else’s patent? 

 Freedom-to-operate search, infringement/legal status search

What are my competitors doing?

 Monitor patenting activity of competitors

Is anyone infringing my patent? 

Other IPRs? TM/industrial design protection to add value to 

your product and extend the commercial benefits beyond patent 

protection as part of your business strategy

I  n n o  v  a  t  i o  n    p  r  o  c  e  s  s

Production Commercialization



WIPO databases: use IP intelligence 

for your business strategy

PATENTSCOPE

74 million patent documents (3,6 million PCT)

New: Greek collection since April (biblio.data)

Global Brand Database 

38 million brands

Global Design Database 

10.4 million designs

WIPO Lex 

Check IP laws and regulations in your target markets



What 

technologies 

already 

exist, e.g.   

in the area 

of solar 

power?

Is my 

invention 

new?

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/ipcpub



Technical 

information:

How does this 

technology 

work? 

What technical 

problem does 

it solve?

What is 

protected?



Business 

information:

Who are the 

main players? 

Who could be 

a partner?

Where do 

applicants 

file?



Are there 

any patents 

I might be 

infringing?

Is this 

patent valid 

in my target 

market?



PATENTSCOPE tools

WIPO Translate: search and translate patent documents in  

up to 14 languages

Cross-lingual Expansion: looks for synonyms and translates 

terms and variations in up to 14 languages

WIPO Pearl: collection of scientific and technical terminology 

for accurate and consistent use of terminology across 

languages, identify relationships between concepts

Chemical compound search (register for a free account)



Resources: patent search and analysis

Finding Technology Using Patents

WIPO Guide to Using Patent Information

Guide to Technology Databases

e-Tutorial on Using and Exploiting Patent Information

PATENTSCOPE User Guide

PATENTSCOPE video tutorials and webinars

Guidelines on Preparing Patent Landscape Reports

WIPO PLRs and database of PLRs by other organizations

Manual on Open Source Tools for Patent Analysis

WIPO Academy Distance Learning Courses

https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=173&plang=EN
https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=180&plang=EN
https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=249&plang=EN
https://www.wipo.int/multimedia-video/en/tisc/etutorial/
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/help/users_guide_summer2018.pdf
https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/tutorial.jsf
https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/webinar/
https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=3938&plang=EN
https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/series/index.jsp?id=137
https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/patent_landscapes/plrdb.html
https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=4168&plang=EN
https://www.wipo.int/academy/en/courses/distance_learning/


Other IP rights to add value to your product

Trademarks and industrial designs: 

 is my trademark or my design new/distinctive? 

Source: The IP Atom Framework in “Innovation and IP Protection”, Advanced Course on Intellectual Property Management, WIPO Academy
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Statistical/trend information
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WIPO Lex



Multi-stakeholder platforms: 

WIPO GREEN and WIPO Re:Search



IP Policies for Universities
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