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What is Pat-INFORMED?

 The Patent Information Initiative for Medicines, (Pat-INFORMED)

is a search engine to help pharmaceutical procurement agencies

determine the patent status of a medicine.

 It facilitates access to and availability of pharmaceutical patent

information to inform procurement decisions.

 Pat-INFORMED is a partnership among WIPO, IFPMA and 20

global pharma companies.



What Pat-INFORMED is NOT?

 A one-stop shop listing all information relevant to procurement.

 A linkage system (listing in Pat-INFORMED has no legal 

implication).

 A freedom-to-operate analysis tool. 



Why create Pat-INFORMED?

 Greater transparency of patent information on medicines.

 “WIPO Development Agenda Goal 31:”… Better access to publicly

available patent information…

 UN Sustainable Development Goals:

 Goal 3. Promote health and well-being

 Goal 9. Foster innovation

 Goal 17. Strengthen implementation through partnerships



 Companies are now populating the database to cover all small-molecules therapeutic areas.

Pat-INFORMED provides patent information for small 
molecules in:

HIV/ 
AIDS

Cardiovascular 
diseases

Diabetes 
Hepatitis 

C 
Oncology

Respiratory 
conditions

All products on the WHO EML that are not within these therapy areas

Which therapeutic areas does Pat-INFORMED cover?



Who can use Pat-INFORMED?

• The Pat-INFORMED database is accessible to 

everybody.

• The follow-on enquiry facility is limited to national 

and international procurement agencies. 

Information received is not confidential.



What’s in  Pat-INFORMED?

 20 Companies (21 as January 1st)

 227 INNs (169 at launch)

 617 Patent Families (600 at launch)

 20,314 Individual patents and SPC/PTE (14,000 at launch)



Who is Using Pat-INFORMED?

 Landing page accessed 22k times since launch. +2000 

individual searches in the last 30 days.

 Greatest number of searches (74) for sofosbuvir (Hep C)

 Most products are searched for once or twice

 Wide geographical distribution of users



Who is Using Pat-INFORMED?
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Pat-INFORMED: Key functionalities

It offers procurement agencies and experts 

the FACILITY TO REQUEST additional 

information directly from the patent holders.

FACILITY TO REQUEST 

DATABASE that helps pharmaceutical 

procurement experts around the world access 

patent information by country.

DATABASE























Pat-INFORMED limitations

While Pat-INFORMED can be an important tool in informing procurement, it has 

limitations

No Freedom 
to Operate

Pat-INFORMED
does not
provide
freedom to
operate and is
not part of a
regulated
“linkage”
system.

Not Error-Free
It is a database for
general information
purposes and is not
free of errors.

All information,
including the advise
received in the follow-
on enquiry facility, is
non-confidential.
Agencies are free to
challenge the
information and/or seek
new advice.

Public Information



A living database, with room for improvement
Honest feedback encouraged

 “Report Inaccuracies” tool 
implemented to improve data quality.

 Changes to the landing page and 
disclaimers to improve clarity that the 
data comes directly from the 
companies.

On the pipeline

 Discussion on feasibility of listing expiry dates and patent 
applications

 Discussion on the inclusion of biologics

 Improved links with Patentscope, specially for regional patents offices



MedsPaL – Another important sources of patent information

www.medspal.org
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