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Intellectual property (IP) and genetic resources 

(GRs), traditional knowledge (TK) and traditional 

cultural expressions/folklore (TCEs) 

 
Program 4 of WIPO’s Program and Budget 



Facilitate  

international, regional and 

national policy and legislative 

development 

 
Inform  

raise awareness, provide information 

on experiences, identify key issues, 

explain options and policy choices 

 
Train  

provide hands-on practical training 

and support on selected topics 

 



Facilitate:  international, 

regional and national policy and 

legislative development 

International:  ongoing negotiations of 

the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee 

on Intellectual Property and Genetic 

Resources, Traditional Knowledge and 

Folklore (IGC) 



Mandate 

Participation 

Current texts 

Challenges 

Next steps 

 



Regional and national:  on request, we 

help regional organizations and national 

governments develop strategies, policies 

and laws 

 

 

Facilitate:  international, 

regional and national policy and 

legislative development 

Checklist of Key Questions and Issues  

Databases of laws 

Brief 3 

 



Inform: raise awareness, 

provide information on 

experiences, identify key issues, 

explain options and policy choices 

Briefs 

Case-studies 

Databases of resources 

Guides 

Online distance learning course 

Repository of national experiences 

E-Updates 

 
www.wipo.int/tk 





Train: provide hands-on practical 

training and support on selected 

topics 

• Branding of community products 

  

 

  

 

 

• Intellectual property clauses in access and 

benefit-sharing agreements  

  • New disclosure requirements in patent and 

IP law 

  • Recognition of TK within the patent system 

• Managing intellectual property in arts 

festivals 

 
 

• Managing intellectual property issues 

in documentation projects 

  



Train: provide hands-on practical 

training and support on selected 

topics 

• Practical guide on branding of community 

products and pro bono legal services (2017) 

• Practical guide on IP clauses in ABS 

agreements  

• Study on patent disclosure requirements: key 

questions (2017) 

• Patent examination guidelines (2017) 

• Practical guide on managing IP in arts 

festivals 

• Toolkit on TK documentation 

• Guide for museums and archives 

 







Sri Lanka 

Traditional 

Drum, 
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Questions/comments 



Concluding remarks 

 

Contact the Traditional Knowledge Division at 

grtkf@wipo.int 

 

wend.wendland@wipo.int 

 

Sign up for our E-Updates 
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