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Intellectual property (IP) and genetic resources
(GRs), traditional knowledge (TK) and traditional
cultural expressions/folklore (TCES)

Program 4 of WIPO’s Program and Budget

Program and Budget 2016/17

PROGRAM 4: TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, TRADITIONAL CULTURAL
EXPRESSIONS AND GENETIC RESOURCES

PLANNING CONTEXT

4.1. This Program aims at enabling the more effective use of existing and emerging IP principles,
systems and tools for the protection of traditional knowledge (TK) and traditional cultural expressions
(TCEs) against misappropriation and misuse, and for addressing the IP issues related to genetic
resources (GRs), including those that arise in the course of access to and equitable benefit-sharing
in GRs.

4.2. Against this backdrop, Program 4 facilitates meetings of Member States on normative activities
on IP, TK, TCEs and GRs. The international negotiations on the text(s) of an international legal
instrument(s) that will ensure the effective protection of TK, TCEs and GRs have been taking place
within the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore (the IGC). The General Assembly will be invited to decide upon the renewal
of the IGC’'s mandate and its terms.

4.3. Practical assistance in the form of specialized awareness raising, capacity building, training,
and legal, technical assistance will continue to be provided to Member States, regional organizations,
indigenous peoples and local communities and other stakeholders. The Program makes available a
wide range of practical tools, training courses, publications and other information resources.

4.4. The normative and practical pillars of the Program are inter-related and complementary.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

4.5. As a Member State-driven process, progress towards international outcomes is largely
dependent on decisions by Member States. The results of the Program should, therefore, include, first,
an environment conducive to focused normative activities, as may be decided upon by the General
Assembly, which could lead to shared understandings, a convergence of views and, ultimately,
decisions by Member States.

4.6. A second result relates to greater awareness among States, indigenous peoples and local




Facilitate

International, regional and
national policy and legislative
development

Inform

raise awareness, provide information
on experiences, identify key issues,

explain options and policy choices

Train

provide hands-on practical training
and support on selected topics



Facilitate: international.

regional and national policy and
legislative development

International: ongoing negotiations of
the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee
on Intellectual Property and Genetic
Resources, Traditional Knowledge and
Folklore (IGC)
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Facilitate: international,

\f) regional and national policy and
legislative development

Regional and national: on request, we
help regional organizations and national
governments develop strategies, policies
and laws

‘N Checklist of Key Questions and Issues
/7 Databases of laws
Brief 3
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Inform: raise awareness,
provide information on
experiences, identify key issues,
explain options and policy choices

Briefs

0 § Case-studies

/ Databases of resources
Guides

Online distance learning course
Repository of national experiences
E-Updates

. . WIPO
WWW.wipo.int/tk R
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Traditional Knowledge
and Intellectual Property
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No. 2

The WIPO Intergovernmental
Committee on Intellectual Property
and Genetic Resources, Traditional
Knowledge and Folklore
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Developing a National Strategy

on Intellectual Property,

Traditional Knowladge

and Traditional Cultural Expressions
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Train: provide hands-on practical
training and support on selected

» topics
w

« Branding of community products

* Intellectual property clauses in access and
benefit-sharing agreements

* New disclosure requirements in patent and
IP law

* Recognition of TK within the patent system

* Managing intellectual property in arts
festivals

« Managing intellectual property issues
In documentation projects
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Train: provide hands-on practical
training and support on selected

topics
« Practical guide on branding of community
products and pro bono legal services (2017)
o \ « Practical guide on IP clauses in ABS

/ agreements

« Study on patent disclosure requirements: key
guestions (2017)

« Patent examination guidelines (2017)

« Practical guide on managing IP in arts
festivals

 Toolkit on TK documentation

 Guide for museums and archives
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WIPO

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION

IP Services Policy Cooperation Reference About IP Inside WIPO

Home » Policy » Traditional Knowledge » Resources

Training Program

WIPO provides intensive, hands-on training to indigenous peoples
and local communities on how to safeguard their music,
performances, art, designs and other traditional cultural
expressions (TCEs).

The aims of the program are to assist communities to create intellectual property (IP) rights in their
cultural heritage (in the form of digital photographs, audiovisual material, sound recordings and
databases), exercise control and make informed decisions on access and use by third parties. It
also offers the potential for communities to draw income from the commercialization of their
cultural assets, if they so wish and in a way that corresponds to their values.

Video: Digitizing Tradil

The training has been offered in partnership with The American Folklife Center (AFC) at the
Library of Congress and the Center for Documentary Studies (CDS) at Duke University.
Danations for the program can be made through WIPQ's IP Development Matchmaking
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Steve Evans
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Sign up for our E-Updates

Contact the Traditional Knowledge Division at
grtkf@wipo.int

wend.wendland@wipo.int
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