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PARIS CONVENTION
Accessions by Papua New
Guinea and Ecuador
On 15 March 1999, Papua New
Guinea (country code: PG)
deposited its instrument of
accession to the Paris Conven-
tion for the Protection of Indus-
trial Property. Papua New Guinea
will become bound by that
Convention on 15 June 1999.
On 22 March 1999, Ecuador
(country code: EC) deposited its
instrument of accession to the
Paris Convention. Ecuador will
become bound by that Conven-
tion on 22 June 1999.

PCT-EASY UPDATE
The Spanish Patent and Trade-
mark Office has notified the
International Bureau that it is
prepared to accept the filing of
international applications contain-
ing requests in PCT-EASY format
together with PCT-EASY dis-
kettes.
(Updating of list of Offices
appearing in PCT Newsletter
No. 01/1999)

PCT INFORMATION UPDATE
FR  France (fees)
The following fees, payable to
the National Institute of Industrial
Property of France as receiving
Office, may now be paid in either
French francs or euro:

transmittal fee:
FRF 400 EUR 60.98

fee for priority document:
FRF 100 EUR 15.24

(Updating of PCT Applicant’s
Guide, Vol. I/B, Annex C (FR))

IB  International Bureau (means
of telecommunication)
The International Bureau has
discontinued the use of its
teleprinter. The only means of

telecommunication by which it
will accept the filing of docu-
ments is by fax.
(Updating of PCT Applicant’s
Guide, Vol. I/A, Annex B2 (IB))

ZA  South Africa (fees; general
information)
The amounts/equivalent amounts
of the following fees, payable to
the South African Patents and
Trade Marks Office as receiving
Office, have been established:

transmittal fee, basic fee,
supplement per sheet over
30 and designation fee: see
Table 1(a)
fee for priority document:

ZAR 200
Information about South Africa as
a Contracting State and informa-
tion on the South African Patents
and Trade Marks Office as receiv-
ing Office is set out on pink tear-
out provisional sheets for the PCT
Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/A,
Annex B1 (ZA), and Vol. I/B,
Annex C (ZA).

Search fee (Australian Patent
Office, European Patent Office,
United States Patent and
Trademark Office)
Equivalent amounts have been
established in South African rand

[continued on page 2]
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(ZAR) for international searches carried out by
the Australian Patent Office and the European
Patent Office (EPO), as indicated in Table I(b).
As from 15 May 1999, there will be a change
in the equivalent amount payable in CHF for
an international search carried out by the
United States Patent and Trademark Office, as
indicated in Table I(b).
As from 1 June 1999, there will be changes in
the equivalent amounts payable in NZD, SGD
and USD for an international search carried
out by the EPO, as indicated in Table I(b).
(Updating of PCT Applicant’s Guide, Vol. I/B,
Annex D (AU, EP and US))

Preliminary examination fee (European Patent
Office)—corrigendum
The equivalent amount payable in PTE for an
international preliminary examination carried
out by the EPO, indicated in the fee tables of
PCT Newsletter Nos. 02 and 03/1999 as
307,388.90, should be corrected to read
307,338.90.

PRACTICAL ADVICE
Ensuring that the correct claims are used
as the basis for international preliminary
examination
Q: I am considering, immediately after filing an
international application, submitting a demand
for international preliminary examination of
that application. I realize, however, that the
international preliminary examination may start
early as a consequence of the early submis-
sion of the demand. I would like to ensure that
that examination does not start before I have
had the opportunity to file amendments to the
claims under PCT Article 19, so that, if I do
make any such amendments, the international
preliminary examination will start on the basis
of the claims as amended, and not as origi-
nally filed. How can this be done?
A: Although PCT Article 31(3) requires that
the demand be made “separately from” the
international application, there is nothing
(subject to any applicable national security
provision) to prevent it from being submitted
immediately after the international application
has been filed, which of course, would be
before any amendments under PCT Article 19
could be made.
In general, the International Preliminary Exam-
ining Authority (IPEA) can, if it wishes and
provided any defects in the demand have been
corrected and any required fees have been
paid, start the international preliminary exami-
nation as soon as it is in possession of both
the demand and the international search report
(ISR) (or a declaration by the International
Searching Authority (ISA) that no ISR will be
established) (PCT Rule 69.1(a)). An applicant
filing a demand soon after the filing of the
international application might not, therefore,
have time to file amendments to the claims
under PCT Article 19 before the IPEA starts to
draw up the international preliminary examina-
tion report (IPER). Note that amendments
under Article 19 may only be filed after the
applicant has received the ISR.
To ensure that any amendments under PCT
Article 19 are taken into account as a basis
for starting the international preliminary exami-
nation and eventually for the purposes of
establishing the IPER, and provided the time
limit under PCT Article 19 has not yet expired,
you should mark the check box in Box No. IV
(Basis for International Preliminary Examina-
tion) of the demand form (Form PCT/IPEA/401)
which states:

“the applicant wishes the start of the
international preliminary examination to be

[continued from cover page]
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postponed until the expiration of 20 months
from the priority date unless the IPEA
receives a copy of any amendments made
under Article 19 or a notice from the
applicant that he does not wish to make
such amendments (Rule 69.1(d))”.

In accordance with PCT Rule 69.1(d), the
IPEA will not, in such a case, start the interna-
tional preliminary examination before which-
ever of the following occurs first:
(1) receipt by the IPEA of a copy of any
amendments under PCT Article 19;
(2) receipt by the IPEA of a notice from the
applicant that he does not wish to make
amendments under PCT Article 19; or
(3) the expiration of 20 months from the
priority date.
In order to avoid any unnecessary delay in the
start of the international preliminary examina-
tion procedure, you should ensure that the
IPEA is informed promptly of any amendments
or of any decision not to file amendments.
If Box No. IV of the demand form is not
completed, the international preliminary exami-
nation will start on the basis of the interna-
tional application as originally filed; neverthe-
less, if a copy of amendments to the claims
under PCT Article 19 and/or amendments of
the international application under Article 34
are received by the IPEA before it has begun
to draw up a written opinion or the IPER,

those amendments will be taken into account.
Concerning the latter point, you are reminded
that you do also have the opportunity, under
PCT Article 34(2)(b), to amend the claims,
description and drawings at the start of the
international preliminary examination and also
during the examination, if time permits, until
the preparation of the IPER.

Note that in the case where a demand is
submitted after Article 19 amendments have
been filed, you should indicate in the demand
that the international preliminary examination
should start on the basis of the claims as
amended under Article 19; the IPEA will not
then start the international preliminary exami-
nation before it has received a copy of the
amendments concerned. You should, in such a
case, attach a copy of those amendments to
the demand in order to allow as much time as
possible for the international preliminary
examination procedure. The International
Bureau will, in any event, send a copy of
those amendments to the IPEA unless it has
indicated that it has already received a copy,
but waiting for that copy to be sent may delay
the start of the international preliminary
examination.

For further information on filing the demand at
an early stage, see PCT Newsletter No. 03/1998,
and for further information on completing Box
No. IV of the demand form, see PCT Appli-
cants Guide, Vol. I, paragraphs 345–349.

PCT SEMINAR CALENDAR
Dates and
Location

Language
of
seminar

Nature of seminar
WIPO speakers
(and others where known)

Organizer and
contact numbers

14–15 April 1999
London (GB)

English Basic PCT seminar for administrat ive
assistants “ Working w ith the PCT”
WIPO speakers: Ms. Boutillon and
Mrs. Coeckelbergs

Management Forum Ltd
Tel: (44–1483) 57 00 99
Fax: (44–1483) 53 64 24
E-mail:
management_forum@psilink.co.uk

16 April 1999
London (GB)

English PCT symposium for patent attorneys
WIPO speaker: Ms. Boutillon

Management Forum Ltd
Tel: (44–1483) 57 00 99
Fax: (44–1483) 53 64 24
E-mail:
management_forum@psilink.co.uk

16–17 April 1999
Concord (US)

English Basic PCT seminar for patent
attorneys and patent administrators
WIPO speaker: Mr. Maassel
Other speaker: Mr. Reed (Procter &
Gamble)

Franklin Pierce Law  Center
(Ms. Carol Ruh)
Tel: (1–603) 228 19 63, ext. 1108
Fax: (1–603) 224 33 42
E-mail: cruh@fplc.edu

[continued on next page]
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PCT SEMINAR CALENDAR [continued]

Dates and
Location

Language
of
seminar

Nature of seminar
WIPO speakers
(and others where known)

Organizer and
contact numbers

21 April 1999
Munich (DE)

German PCT seminar for patent attorneys
WIPO speakers: Mr. Matthes and
Mrs. Coeckelbergs

Forum Institut für
Management GmbH
Tel: (49–6221) 500 500
Fax: (49–6221) 500 505
E-mail: Management@Forum-Institut.de

22–23 April 1999
Munich (DE)

German Basic PCT seminar for patent
administrators
WIPO speakers: Mr. Matthes and
Mrs. Coeckelbergs

Forum Institut für
Management GmbH
Tel: (49–6221) 500 500
Fax: (49–6221) 500 505
E-mail: Management@Forum-Institut.de

25–27 April 1999
Miami (US)

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys
“ Basic Patent Cooperation Treaty
Practice”
WIPO speakers: Ms. Boutillon,
Mr. Bartels and Mr. Maassel

Patent Resources Group, Inc.
Tel: (1–804) 296 39 00
Fax: (1–804) 296 39 99

29 April–1 May 1999
Miami (US)

English PCT seminar for patent attorneys
“ Advanced Patent Cooperation
Treaty Practice”
WIPO speakers: Ms. Boutillon,
Mr. Bartels and Mr. Maassel
Other speakers: Mr. Philpott
(European Patent Off ice) and
Mr. Welch (Eli Lilly)

Patent Resources Group, Inc.
Tel: (1–804) 296 39 00
Fax: (1–804) 296 39 99

17–18 May 1999
San Francisco (US)

English Advanced PCT seminar
WIPO speakers: Mr. Kramer,
Mr. Bartels and Mr. Maassel

American Intellectual Property Law
Association (AIPLA)
(Ms. Jackie Carbé)
Tel: (1–703) 415 03 73 or

(1–703) 415 07 80
Fax: (1–703) 415 07 86

20–21 May 1999
Minneapolis (US)

English Intermediate PCT seminar
WIPO speakers: Mr. Kramer,
Mr. Bartels and Mr. Maassel

American Intellectual Property Law
Association (AIPLA)
(Ms. Jackie Carbé)
Tel: (1–703) 415 03 73 or

(1–703) 415 07 80
Fax: (1–703) 415 07 86

24–25 May 1999
New York (US)

English Advanced PCT seminar
WIPO speakers: Mr. Kramer,
Mr. Bartels and Mr. Maassel

American Intellectual Property Law
Association (AIPLA)
(Ms. Jackie Carbé)
Tel: (1–703) 415 03 73 or

(1–703) 415 07 80
Fax: (1–703) 415 07 86

10 June 1999
Paris (FR)

French Basic seminar on PCT procedures for
patent administrators
WIPO speaker: Mr. Baron

Institut national de la propriété
industrielle (INPI)
(Mrs. Christ iane Sadrin)
Tel: (33–1) 53 04 55 76 or
(Mr. Jean-Pierre Cardon)
Tel: (33–1) 53 04 52 70
Fax: (33–1) 42 93 63 52

17 June 1999
Paris (FR)

French PCT presentation for patent
attorneys
WIPO speaker: Ms. Boutillon
Other speakers: Mr. Catherine
(Cabinet Casalonga Josse),
Mr. Mousseron (Faculté de Droit de
Montpellier)

Fondation Nationale pour le Droit de
l’Entreprise (FNDE) and Association
Française des Spécialistes en Propriété
Industrielle de l’ Industrie (ASPI)
(Mrs. Heuzé)
Tel: (33–1) 42 66 18 19
Fax: (33–1) 42 66 17 37
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PCT CONTRACTING STATES AND TWO-LETTER CODES (100 on 1 April 1999)

AE United Arab
Emirates

AL Albania1

AM Armenia (EA)
AT Austria (EP)
AU Australia
AZ Azerbaijan (EA)
BA Bosnia and

Herzegovina
BB Barbados
BE Belgium (EP)2

BF Burkina Faso (OA)2

BG Bulgaria
BJ Benin (OA)2

BR Brazil
BY Belarus (EA)
CA Canada
CF Central African

Republic (OA)2

CG Congo (OA)2

CH Switzerland (EP)
CI Côte d’Ivoire (OA)2

CM Cameroon (OA)2

CN China
CU Cuba
CY Cyprus (EP)2

CZ Czech Republic
DE Germany (EP)
DK Denmark (EP)
EE Estonia
ES Spain (EP)
FI Finland (EP)
FR France (EP)2

GA Gabon (OA)2

GB United Kingdom (EP)
GD Grenada
GE Georgia
GH Ghana (AP)
GM Gambia (AP)
GN Guinea (OA)2

GR Greece (EP)2

GW Guinea-Bissau (OA)2

HR Croatia
HU Hungary
ID Indonesia

IE Ireland (EP)2

IL Israel
IN India
IS Iceland
IT Italy (EP)2

JP Japan
KE Kenya (AP)
KG Kyrgyzstan (EA)
KP Democratic

People’s Republic
of Korea

KR Republic of Korea
KZ Kazakhstan (EA)
LC Saint Lucia
LI Liechtenstein (EP)
LK Sri Lanka
LR Liberia
LS Lesotho (AP)
LT Lithuania1

LU Luxembourg (EP)
LV Latvia1

MC Monaco (EP)2

MD Republic of
Moldova (EA)

MG Madagascar
MK The former

Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia1

ML Mali (OA)2

MN Mongolia
MR Mauritania (OA)2

MW Malawi (AP)
MX Mexico
NE Niger (OA)2

NL Netherlands (EP)2

NO Norway
NZ New Zealand
PL Poland
PT Portugal (EP)
RO Romania1

RU Russian Federa-
tion (EA)

SD Sudan (AP)
SE Sweden (EP)

SG Singapore
SI Slovenia1

SK Slovakia
SL Sierra Leone
SN Senegal (OA)2

SZ Swaziland (AP)2

TD Chad (OA)2

TG Togo (OA)2

TJ Tajikistan (EA)
TM Turkmenistan (EA)
TR Turkey
TT Trinidad and Tobago
UA Ukraine
UG Uganda (AP)
US United States of

America
UZ Uzbekistan
VN Viet Nam
YU Yugoslavia
ZA South Africa
ZW Zimbabwe (AP)

1 Extension of European patent possible.
2 May only be designated for a regional patent (the “national route” via the PCT has been closed).

Where a State can be designated for a regional patent, the two-letter code for the regional patent concerned is indicated in
parentheses (AP = ARIPO patent, EA = Eurasian patent, EP = European patent, OA = OAPI patent).
Important:
This list includes all States that have adhered to the PCT by the date shown in the heading. Any States indicated in bold italics
have adhered to the PCT but were not yet bound by the PCT on the date of issue of the latest version of the request form. If the
applicant wishes to designate any States for the purposes of a national patent, which are bound by the PCT on the date on which
the international application is filed but which are not listed in the request form, he must add them in Box No. V of the request
form and mark the corresponding check-box. Where a State has adhered to but is not yet bound by the PCT, the date on which
it will become bound is shown in parentheses; it cannot be designated in international applications filed before that date.
Applicants should always use the latest versions of the request form (PCT/RO/101) and demand form (PCT/IPEA/401), new
versions of which are normally issued twice yearly. The latest versions are dated January 1999. The forms are reproduced in
Annexes X and Y, respectively, in Vol. I/B of the PCT Applicant’s Guide (January 1999 update), and can be printed from the
WIPO Internet site, in PDF format, at: http://www.wipo.int/eng/pct/forms/index.htm. The request form can also be obtained
from receiving Offices or the International Bureau. The demand form can also be obtained from receiving Offices, International
Preliminary Examining Authorities or the International Bureau.
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Provisional Sheet issued with PCT Newsletter No 04/1999 (April 1999)

B1 Information on Contracting States B1
ZA SOUTH AFRICA ZA

General information

Name of Office: South African Patents and Trade Marks Office

Location: Zanza Building, 116 Proes Street, Pretoria 0001, South Africa

Mailing address: Private Bag X400, Pretoria 0001, South Africa

Telephone: (2712) 310 8719
Facsimile machine: (2712) 323 4257
Teleprinter: —
E-mail: sfenyane@dti.pwv.gov.za
Internet: —

Does the Office accept the filing
of documents by means of
telecommunication (PCT Rule 92.4)? Yes, by facsimile machine

Which kinds of documents
may be so transmitted? All kinds of documents
Must the original of the document
be furnished in all cases?

Yes, within 14 days from the date of the transmission, if the trans-
mitted document is an international application, a replacement sheet
containing corrections or amendments of an international application,
or a power of attorney.
No, only upon invitation in the case of other documents.

Would the Office accept evidence of
mailing a document, in case of loss or
delay, where a delivery service other than
the postal authorities is used
(PCT Rule 82.1)? Yes

Competent receiving Office for nationals
and residents of South Africa:

South African Patents and Trade Marks Office or International
Bureau of WIPO, at the choice of the applicant (see Annex C)

Competent designated (or elected) Office
if South Africa is designated
(or elected): South African Patents and Trade Marks Office (see Volume II)

May South Africa be elected? Yes (bound by Chapter II of the PCT)

Types of protection available via the PCT: Patents, patents of addition

Provisions of the law of South Africa
concerning international-type search: None

[Continued on next page]
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B1 Information on Contracting States B1
ZA SOUTH AFRICA

[Continued]

ZA

Provisional protection after
international publication: None

Information of interest if South Africa is designated (or elected)

Time when the name and address
of the inventor must be given
if South Africa is designated (or elected):

May be in the request or may be furnished later.  If not already
complied with within the time limit applicable under PCT Article 22
or 39(1)(a), the Office will invite the applicant to comply with the
requirement within a time limit fixed in the invitation.

Are there special provisions concerning
the deposit of microorganisms and other
biological material? Yes (see Annex L)
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Provisional sheet issued with PCT Newsletter No. 04/1999 (April 1999)

C Receiving Offices C
ZA SOUTH AFRICAN PATENTS AND

TRADE MARKS OFFICE
ZA

Competent receiving Office
for nationals and residents of: South Africa

Language in which international
applications may be filed: English

Number of copies required
by the receiving Office: 3

Competent International
Searching Authority: Australian Patent Office or European Patent Office

Competent International Preliminary
Examining Authority: Australian Patent Office or European Patent Office1

Fees payable to the receiving Office: Currency: South African rand (ZAR)
Transmittal fee: ZAR 500
Basic fee:2 ZAR 2,790
Supplement per sheet over 30:2 ZAR 65
Designation fee:2 ZAR 644
Search fee: See Annex D (Australian Patent Office or European Patent Office)
Fee for priority document
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): ZAR 200

Is an agent required by
the receiving Office?

No, if the applicant resides in South Africa
Yes, if he is a non-resident

Who can act as agent? Any patent attorney registered before the Office

______________
1 The European Patent Office is competent only if the international search is or has been performed by that Office.
2 This fee is reduced by 75% where the applicant or, if there are two or more applicants, each applicant is a natural person and is a

national of and resides in South Africa or any other State mentioned in the corresponding footnote to Annex C(IB).  For further
details, see PCT Gazette No. 50/1995, pages 19233 and 19234.
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