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Requirements of Work-Sharing Initiatives

Lessons learned (from Vancouver Group and others):
Patent family register is essential
Citation data is important
Need to support different technical systems in 
different offices
Some offices have difficulty supplying data and 
documents
Some offices are consumers of information, not 
producers of information
Notification services needed
Language issues



Requirements of Work-Sharing Initiatives

Secure data exchange mechanisms
Confidential documents shared between 
all offices in a group
Simple security model 
(no applicant authorization required)
Search facilities – by application number, patent 
family and other criteria
Tools to support patent examination workflow
Need to support external partners (e.g. outsourcing)
Public access to some data and documents



What WIPO Has Done in Secure Data Exchange
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WIPO CASE Overview

WIPO CASE = a working prototype for future work-sharing 
platforms.
A unique platform allowing sharing of data and documents 
between offices (initially Vancouver Group)





WIPO CASE 1.0 Overview

Live production on March 1, 2011 
Batch uploading of confidential patent search and 
examination documents and published bibliographic data
Centralized database and infrastructure 
administered by WIPO
Distributed Web access by participating Offices only 
(by application or priority number)
Link to PATENTSCOPE



WIPO CASE 2.0 Overview

Live production on May 21, 2012
Office group document security
Patent family search based on a centralized index 
(priority application and application numbers)
Office Administrator Access
Application and document usage statistics
Integration with WIPO Account System



WIPO CASE 2.1

Live production in June 2012
Patent citations and citation history
Web services access to Offices’ digital libraries 
Ongoing patent family member data loading based on 
national and PCT collections



WIPO CASE 2.1 - Login page



WIPO CASE 2.1 – Examiner Landing Page



WIPO CASE 2.1 – Access by Application 
Number



WIPO CASE 2.1 - Application Content View



WIPO CASE 2.1 – Link to PATENTSCOPE



WIPO CASE 2.1 – Document View



WIPO CASE 2.1 – Watch List



WIPO CASE 2.1 – Extended Patent Family 
Search



WIPO CASE 2.1 – Extended Patent Family 
Search/Family Tree



WIPO CASE 2.1: patent citations



WIPO CASE 2.1: patent citations



Global Dossier Concept



Global Dossier Concept

Requirements:
Current IP5 offices exchange information using web 
services (OPD) with a centralized patent family service 
(DocDB/OPS).
Current WIPO-CASE offices upload documents 
automatically to a central database, and access the 
system via a web interface
New offices may not have digitized documents, or 
mechanisms for automated delivery over the internet.
New work-sharing models need to be supported, 
including outsourcing and collaborative examination



Global Dossier Concept
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Global Dossier Concept

IP Office Components

Common Shared Services

Document/Data Delivery Services

Patent Family 
Register

Document 
Hosting 
Service

Central Web 
Portal

IPO Admin 
System

IPO 
Digitization /

EDMS

Publication 
Server

PCT 
Database

IPO Examiner

Current WIPO CASE



Global Dossier Concept - Overview
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Global Dossier Concept

Options for depositing offices:
Upload patent family data to shared repository 
(mandatory)
Upload documents to share repository, or 
Make documents available via web services
Use own databases and systems to standardize and 
store data and documents, or 
Use WIPO supplied systems
Make data and documents publicly available through an 
integrated  web portal, or 
Data and documents are only share with other IP offices



Global Dossier Concept

Options for accessing offices:
Integrate Global Dossier functions into the local 
examiner’s workbench
Access Global Dossier functions via a central web 
portal

Functions for other users:
Public access to some data and documents, if 
authorized by the depositing offices
Access for external partners, if authorized, for 
outsourcing or other servics



Global Dossier Concept

Components to be Extended / Integrated:
Web services interfaces to be standardised
New web services for discovery and authentication
CASE patent family register to be extended and 
integrated with OPS for IP5 offices
CASE web portal to support more functionality 
(collaboration, citations)
Examination systems at IP5 offices to be upgraded to 
support new functions (integration with non-IP5 offices 
via new web services)



Global Dossier Concept

New components to be built:
Discovery and Authentication Services

a central register of all participating databases, URLs, technical details.  
Centralized authentication mechanism.

IP Office Publication Server
standardized data and document store
data quality tools (check number formats, validitiy, etc)
web services interfaces to connect to Global Dossier services
template web portal with public search facilities
security and authentication mechanisms
enables the development of other services, such as regional portals
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