
NEW CHALLENGES 
AND INITIATIVES ON 

IP POLICIES FOR 
PROMOTING 
INNOVATION 



National IP Office 

The Moroccan Industrial and Commercial Property Office (OMPIC)  

 

OMPIC has been an independent office since 2000, prior to which it was part of the Ministry of 
Industry.  
 
Its operations are accountable to an Administrative Council chaired by the Ministry of Industry. 
In addition to Industrial Property, OMPIC is responsible for Company Registration. 
 
The Office has 120 staff.  
 
4 Directorates report to the Director General : Distinctive Signs Directorate (Company names, 
Trademarks and Designs), Patents Directorate, Development, Information and Promotion 
Directorate and Support Directorate. 
 
OMPIC is based in Casablanca and has 28 regional branches throughout Morocco.  

 
 

 



Legal System: Law & Treaties 
More than 100 years of evolution of the IP national legislation 

Law 31-05 

Law 17-97 

Law 1916 1917  

2004 

2006 

Legal reform: According to TRIPS 

– Opposition system 
– Border measures 
– On line filing  

Law 23-13 2014 

– Patent examination & validation system 
– Absolute grounds for refusal of registration 

of trademark 
– Deferred Publication of Industrial designs 

applications 
– Organization of the IP Attorney profession  

•Continuous improvement of the IP legal system  
•Compliance with international standards 
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OMPIC’s strategy 2016-2020 

Strategic objectives: 
 
1. Delivering high quality and timely examination and operations in accordance with best 

practices to foster innovation and economic growth 
2. Continuing the legal reform of the IP system to promote creativity and investment 
3. Consolidating the efforts of coordination between the stakeholders and improve the 

performance and effectiveness of measures to implement the enforcement of IP rights 
4. Developing dynamic, coherent, and effective relationships with partners on an 

national and international scale 
5. Using  IP information to develop strategic foresight and economic intelligence 
6. Developing IP reflex within companies  particularly SMEs 
7. Adopting business-oriented services in favor of its development and the valuation of 

its intangible assets 
8. Mediation and arbitration, a new mechanism for the resolution of IP conflicts 
9. Modern Policy of financial resources management combining the challenges of auto 

financing and public service 
10. Human and organizational resources meeting the expectations of industrial and 

commercial property users 
11. regional organization of OMPIC taking into account the advanced regionalization and 

accompanying the development  of the regional economic fabric 
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Key Figures in 2017 

PATENTS  

Patent application 1240 +21% 

Patent applications of Moroccan Origin 237 +6% 

International Applications for Moroccan Origin (according to 

PCT) 
32 / 

TRADEMARKS  

Trademarks registration applications 12 847 +7% 

Application of Moroccan Origin  7 212 +17% 

Renewals 8 931 +5% 

International Applications for Moroccan Origin, according to 

the 

Madrid system 

105 +18% 

INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS   

Applications for Designs registration 1 385 +2% 

Applications for Designs (Moroccan Origin) 821 +5% 
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Key Figures in 2017 

TRADE NAMES /COMMERCIAL NAMES   

Intention to creation (delivered  Negative Certificate) 72 299 +10% 

Legal Entity 63 807 +10% 

Trading names for individual businesses 8 492 +10% 

CREATION OF COMPANIES   

Total of new companies  74 532 +8% 

Legal Entities 39 896 +8,3% 

Natural Persons (individual businesses) 34 911 +7% 

ON LINE SERVICES   

Total on-line transactions 68 676 +8% 

BUSINESS INCOME (IN M$) 7,36 +7,4% 



Analysis of the innovation value chain  



Stakeholders & innovation value chain  



2017 2013 

OMPIC 



OMPIC 



50 Members & 
66 focal points 

17 public and 
private 

Universities  9 

MICINT 

DELEGATIONS 

8  R&D 

Centers 

7 Engineering 
schools 

4 
Clusters 

1 Faculty 
of 

sciences 

7 Technical 
Centers 

1 IP 
Office 

5 Associations of 
compagnies and 

inventors 

Ministry of  
Scientific 
Research 



Patent Portfolio of TISC members up to 31 December 2016 



Prototypage Center : OMPIC’s FABLAB 

This FABLAB was created for the benefit of Moroccan manufacturers and inventors will facilitate the transformation of ideas 
from the conceptual phase to the marketable innovation phase. This center will offer support services for inventors in terms of 
designing, prototyping and performing functional tests on prototypes.  
 
It has the materials follow: 
• 3D printer 

• 3D scanner 

• Measurement tools 

• Aid tool for CFAO 

• Laser cutting 

• Engraving machine 

• Vinyl cutting.  



Patent Marketplace 


