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IP Data Collection 



Why does WIPO collect IP statistics? 

• Feed an IP statistics database containing data for 

all offices worldwide 

 

• Disseminate IP statistics  

 

• Promote standards 

 

• Enhance cooperation 

 

• Store data 



What statistics do WIPO collect? 

• Aggregate data with a few breakdowns 

 

• For patents, utility models, trademarks, industrial 

designs and plant varieties 

 

• The number of filings, grants/registrations/titles, in 

force and pending 

 

• Data for the latest reporting year 

 



Where do these statistics come from? 

• Supplied by IP national and regional offices 

 

• Collected from IP offices’ websites and annual reports 

 

• Extracted from WIPO operation databases (for WIPO 

administrated systems) 



How does WIPO collect statistics from 

offices? 

• WIPO’s Director General 

informs offices formally via a 

letter 

 

• In parallel, we may contact 

offices’ statisticians directly 

 

• Contacting offices via WIPO 

regional bureaus or via IP office 

generic email addresses 



Over 100 offices provide IP statistics 
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2012 data collection captured most filing 

activity worldwide 
95% for trademarks; 98% for industrial designs and plant 

varieties; and  99% for patents and utility models. 



Historical data remain valuable  
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Historical data in the news 

“Agency and government look for 

ways to compete” 
    Financial Times, October 2013 

Patent applications filed in the UK 

from 1883 to 2011 



Some Asian offices have been reporting 

their statistics for decades 
Historical data may be incomplete and unverifiable 
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Core concepts 

• Reporting year: calendar year (January 1st - December 31st) 

of filings at your office 

 

• Country/Territory of origin: residency of the first named 

applicant 

 

• Country code: ISO 3166-1-alpha-2 code (WIPO Standards – 

ST3) 

 

• Year of filing/registration: year in which the application was 

filed/registered at your office 

 



Quality of origin data has improved 

considerably 

Less than 2% of patent application data reported since 2010 

has contained invalid, wrong or unknown origins. 
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Origin: residency of first applicant vs. 

office of “first” filing 

Can we trust 

that this 

office reports 

origin data?  



Standards help to report accurate statistics 

How many applications 

were filed by UK applicants 

at this office? 



Using only the first named applicant 

facilitate reporting 

Fractional count is an 

alternative but 

complicates data 

extraction and 

reporting. 



Same information, but different values 

 5,835,635  
 6,221,585  

by classes by origin

n
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

cl
as

se
s 

questionnaire 

Classes specified in trademark applications, 2012 

Why do the numbers of classes differ depending on 

the breakdown?  



Same information, but different values 

Why do the 

numbers of 

grants differ 

at an office 

depending 

on the 

breakdown?  
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Difference between reporting and 

filing/registration year 

The filings/registration year is a breakdown of the 

reporting year data. 



Where can WIPO’s IP statistics 

questionnaires be found? 

All 27 

questionnaires 

and related 

information are 

available in 

English, French 

and Spanish. 

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/data_collection/questionnaire/ 

 

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/data_collection/questionnaire/


IP statistics data collection webpage 
Download all 27 questionnaires at once or individually 



IP statistics data collection webpage 

Two ways to send us your completed 

questionnaires electronically 



Patent statistics collection 

Patent statistics should not include:  

• Utility models (petty patents, innovation patents, 

minor patents, small patents); 

• Industrial designs; 

• Provisional patent applications. 

Nine questionnaires for patents (the three in gray do not apply for all 

offices) 

 

•Patent Filings by Origin  

•Patent Filings under the PPH program by Office 

•Patent Filings under the PCT-PPH program by International Authority  

•Patent Grants by Origin 

•Regional Patent Validations by Origin (to be completed only by offices 

member of ARIPO or EPO) 

•Patent Grants / Rejected Applications by Year of Filing 

•Patents in Force by Origin 

•Patents in Force by Year of Filing 

•Patents Pending 



Patent statistics – questionnaires by origin 
• Patent Filings by Origin  

• Patent Grants by Origin 

• Patents in Force by Origin 

• Regional Patent Validations 

by Origin (to be completed 

only by offices member of 

ARIPO or EPO) 

Indicate the number of 

PCT national phase 

entries for each origin, 

if applicable. 



Patent statistics – questionnaires by 

year of filing • Patent Grants / 

Rejected 

Applications  

by Year of Filing 

• Patents in Force 

by Year of Filing 

• Patents Pending 



Patent statistics – questionnaires on 

PPH requests 

Only if applicable: 

• Patent Filings under the PPH 

program by Office 

• Patent Filings under the PCT-

PPH program by International 

Authority  



Utility models statistics collection 

Utility model statistics should not include:  

• Patent applications; 

• Industrial designs;  

• Provisional patent applications. 

Four questionnaires for Utility Models: 

 

• Utility Model Filings by Origin 

• Utility Model Grants by Origin 

• Utility Models in Force by Origin 

• Utility Models in Force by Year of Filing 



Utility model statistics – questionnaires 

by origin 
• Utility Model Filings by 

Origin 

• Utility Model Grants by 

Origin 

• Utility Models in Force 

by Origin 

Indicate the number of 

PCT national phase 

entries for each origin, 

if applicable. 



Utility model statistics – questionnaires by 

year of filing 
• Utility Models in 

Force by Year of 

Filing 

Ensure that 

registrations that 

are no longer in 

force are 

removed for 

previous years. 



Industrial design statistics collection 

Industrial design statistics should not include:  

• Hague data (international 

applications/registrations); 

• Renewals. 

except for the in force questionnaire 

Five questionnaires for Industrial Designs: 

 

• Design Applications by Origin  

• Design Applications by  Class  

• Design Registrations by Origin  

• Design Registrations by Class 

• Designs in Force by Year of Registration 



Industrial design statistics – 

questionnaires by origin 

• Design Applications by 

Origin  

• Design Registrations 

by Origin  

Please also indicate the 

number of designs 

contained in applications 

for each origin, if 

applicable. 



Industrial design statistics – 

questionnaires by year of registration 

• Designs in 

Force by Year 

of Registration 

Ensure that 

registrations 

that are no 

longer in force 

are removed 

for previous 

years. 



Industrial design statistics – 

questionnaires by class 
• Design 

Applications 

by  Class 

• Design 

Registrations 

by Class 

Indicate the 

classes 

specified in 

applications 

and 

registrations 

for each 

origin. 



Trademark statistics collection 

Trademark statistics should not include:  

• Madrid data (international 

applications/registrations); 

• Renewals. 

except for the in force questionnaire 

Five questionnaires for trademarks: 

 

• Trademark Applications by Origin  

• Trademark Applications by Class  

• Trademark Registrations by Origin  

• Trademark Registrations by Class  

• Trademarks in Force by Year of Registration 



Trademark statistics – questionnaires by 

origin 
• Trademark 

Applications by Origin  

• Trademark 

Registrations by Origin  

 Indicate the sum of all 

classes specified in 

applications/registrations for 

each origin (not the Nice 

class number). 

 The total number of classes 

should be equal to the totals 

on the corresponding class 

questionnaires. 



Trademark statistics – questionnaires by 

year of registration • Trademarks in 

Force by Year 

of Registration 

Ensure that 

registrations 

that are no 

longer in force 

are removed for 

previous years 



Trademark statistics – questionnaires by 

class • Trademark 

Applications 

by  Class  

• Trademark 

Registrations by 

Class 

 Indicate the 

classes specified 

in applications 

/registrations for 

each origin. 

 Totals should 

match those on 

the origin 

questionnaires.  



Simplified questionnaire 

Only available for 

offices from least 

developed 

countries that do 

not have the 

resources to 

complete the 

detailed 

questionnaires. 



When in doubt or if you have questions 

• Read the explanatory notes 

 

• Use the note box 

 

• Contact us 

 



IP Data Dissemination 







Statistical Services: Online Country Profiles 

The country profiles provide statistics on the origin of 

applications. It includes 14 indicators for each of the 192 

countries. 

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/  

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/
http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/


It is an on-line service enabling access to WIPO’s statistical data 

Statistical Services: WIPO Data Center 

1. Build your 

query 

2. Get your 

result 



Thank you! 

 

Questions? 

Bruno Le Feuvre 
Statistical Analyst 

 
 

Contact us at ipstats.mail@wipo.int 

Visit our website at http://www.wipo.int/ipstats  

Visit us: 


