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Overview
• The European Patent Register

– gives information about applications at the EPO
– how to search
– communication history of an application
– how to use this information

(for non-EPO examiners)

• Espacenet
– worldwide database from over 90 National patent offices
– over 80 million patent applications
– classification scheme

• EPO Internal Search tools
– Xfull for searching databases
– Viewer for looking at documents



European Patent Register 

• Stores all publicly available info on European patent applications
i.e. all European, Euro-PCT and PCT application once published

www.epo.org/register

• Search for applications

• Check the current status of a European patent application

• Read communications / letters between Examiner and the Applicant

• Download data

http://www.epo.org/register


Searching

• The following terms can be searched on

– Application number
– Publication number
– Date of filing
– applicant
– inventor
– title
– etc..













PROBABLY USEFUL 
FOR YOUR 

COMMUNICATION



ESPACENET

• Worldwide Patent database with over 90 patent offices and over 
80million patent documents

• Search for documents
• List CPC classification scheme
• Find relevant classes



www.epo.org









CLASSIFICATION - CPC

• Starting in January 2013 - the Bi-lateral classification system for the 
USPTO and the EPO.

Cooperative Patent Classification system (CPC)

• Useful at the start of the search! Find the class for your document

• For more information see:
– www.cooperativepatentclassification.org



click to open up







EPO Internal Search tools
• Main EPO Search tool called "Xfull"

• Search by classification
• All databases with English / German and French text
• Non-patent literature databases
• Advanced searching possibilities

– initial automatic "background" search
– "Combi" search (looks for cited and citing documents)



English Databases





Summary

• Use
– www.epo.org
for accessing European Patent Register or Espacenet

• Use the European Patent Register to:
– find a European application, PCT
– to read the communications written by the EPO examiner

• Use Espacenet
– to find documents worldwide
– to check CPC classification

http://www.epo.org/


Thank you very much for your time. 

Any Questions?

Ian Morrish
Examiner

February 2013
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