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When We Need Patent Searches

R&D planning 
Economic investment
Country or enterprise statistics
Patent examination
Patent Disputes
…..
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Challenges

Over 80,000,000 patent documents available for 
retrieve
More than 1,000,000 patents were issued each 
year in the last ten years
More than 100 countries, different languages
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Primary Objective of IPC 
-Effective Search Tool

70,000 entries
62 members of IPC Union
More than 100 countries are using IPC
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Classification Rule-Example

Invention information:
I1：A luminaire with a plurality of 
fixable modules which can be 
configured and fixed in one 
configuration and reconfigured and 
fixed in a variety of different 
configurations.

Additional information：
A1:  used in entertainment and 
architectural lighting environments 
such as theater, TV studio, concert.
A2:  LED luminaire
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Example (Con.)

Int Cl.
F21S 2/00  (2006.01）
F21V 21/005  (2006.01）
F21W 131/406  (2006.01）
F21Y 101/02  (2006.01）

I1
F21S 2/00

Systems of lighting devices, not provided for 
in main groups F21S 4/00-F21S 10/00, e.g. of 
modular construction

F21V 21/005 . for several lighting devices in an end-to-end 
arrangement, i.e. light tracks

A1 F21W 131/406 . . for theatres, stages or film studios

A2 F21Y 101/02 . Miniature, e.g. light emitting diodes (LED)
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Language Independent 

Bottle, container, 瓶子

B65D 1/02  .Bottles or similar containers 
with necks or like restricted apertures, 
designed for pouring contents
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Completeness
(vegetable+ or fruit+ or veg) and (peeler or peeling or 
pare or paring) and (home or house+)                                      
(80)

A47J17 (including subgroups)                       (2180)

A47J 17/00   Household peeling, stringing, or paring implements or  
machines (for foodstuffs in bulk A23N) 

A47J 17/02  . Hand devices for scraping or peeling vegetables or the like 
A47J 17/04  . . Citrus fruit peelers

……
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Precision

Radiator                                                        (41992)
A hollow device for heating rooms
A device for cooling the engine of a vehicle

F28  Heat Exchange In General
(Title=radiator) and (IC=F28)                    (6442)
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Search Example3
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Types of Patent Searches

Novelty or patentability searches
Infringement searches
Informative searches 
……
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Search Procedure

Select search elements 

View documents

Edit search statement

Execute

Prepare for search

End

Collect and read files
Determine the technical 
subject matter

IPC, Keywords

and (*)  or (+)  not (-)

Set too small?
Too many irrelevant 

documents?

Adjust elements New IPC places, 
keywords combination … 
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Select Basic Search Elements

Technical subject: juice extractor
Juicer; extracting juice; …

IPC 
Quick search (TI=juice and extractor)
Terms search 
Catchword Index 
IPCCAT
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http://web2.wipo.int/ipcpub/#refresh=page
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EXTRACTING juices from 
fruits or vegetables A23N1/00

household implements for 
EXTRACTING juices from 
fruits or vegetables A47J 
19/00
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Search Table

IPC Keywords

A23N1/00, 
A23N1/02, 
A47J19/02, 
A47J19/06

juicer

juice, fruit, 
vegetable…

extractor, extracting, 
squeezer, presser…
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Edit Search Statements

IC= A23N1+ or A47J19/02 or A47J19/06
KW= juicer or ((juice or fruit+ or veg or vegetable+ or …) 
and (extract+ or squeez+ or press+ or …))
……
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Adjust Search Elements
Similar function

C13B 10/00    Production of sugar juices
C13B 10/02   · Expressing juice from sugar cane or similar material,                

e.g. sorghum saccharatum  
C13B 10/04    · · combined with imbibition 
…...

B30B 9/00       Presses specially adapted for particular purposes
B30B 9/02     · for squeezing-out liquid from liquid-containing material, e.g. juice

from fruits, oil from oil-containing material 
B30B 9/04     · · using press rams
……
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Enhanced search table

IPC Keywords

A23N1/00, 
A23N1/02,
A47J19/02, 
A47J19/06
C13B10/00
…

juicer

juice, fruit, vegetable…

B30B9/02
B30B9/04
…

extractor, extracting, 
squeezer, presser, 
express…
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Adjust Search Statements

IC= C13B10/00 or …
(IC=B30B9/0+ or B30B9/1+ or B30B9/2+ ) and KW= 
(juice+ or fruit+ or veg or vegetable+ or …)
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