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 AUTONUM  
The former Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its tenth session, in November 2008, agreed that the ST.10/C Task Force should prepare a questionnaire to survey industrial property offices (IPOs) regarding application numbers used.  The issues to be addressed in the questionnaire were considered at the eleventh session of the SDWG, held in October 2009, on the basis of a proposal prepared by the Task Force.  The SDWG requested the ST.10/C Task Force to prepare specific draft questionnaires for each of the three industrial property modalities (patents, trademarks and industrial designs) focusing only on application and priority application numbers used by the IPOs at present.  (See documents SCIT/SDWG/10/12, paragraph 22, and SCIT/SDWG/11/14, paragraphs 23 ‑ 26.)
 AUTONUM  
In accordance with the above‑mentioned request by the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force has prepared a draft questionnaire on application numbering for consideration and approval by the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) at its first session.  The draft questionnaire is reproduced in the Annex to the present document.  The report of the ST.10/C Task Force prepared by the Task Force Leader is published separately and is available on the WIPO website (http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=20212).
 AUTONUM  
With regard to the recommendations provided by WIPO Standard ST.13 for application numbers, the SDWG, at its eighth session, held in March 2007, agreed on maintaining, in the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information Documentation (WIPO Handbook), a list of industrial property right type codes, internal use codes (within the nine‑digit serial number) and the control character (check digit) that are unique to an individual IPO.  The question was further discussed during ninth and tenth sessions of the SDWG and, according to the final decision taken by the SDWG at its eleventh session, these issues were taken into consideration by the ST.10/C Task Force and are reflected in the draft questionnaire annexed hereto.  (See documents SCIT/SDWG/8/14, paragraph 16;  SCIT/SDWG/9/12, paragraph 19;  SCIT/SDWG/10/12, paragraph 21;  and SCIT/SDWG/11/14, paragraph 23.)
 AUTONUM  
Taking into account the complexity of the survey and in order to simplify preparing the responses by the IPOs, the ST.10/C Task Force came to the conclusion that it would be more expedient to prepare one questionnaire for all industrial property modalities, while inviting IPOs to provide separate responses on each of the numbering systems implemented in their practice.
 AUTONUM  
As stated in the report of the Leader of ST.10/C Task Force, it is proposed that if the questionnaire mentioned above is approved by the CWS, then the Committee will request the Secretariat to carry out the following subsequent actions:

· prepare and issue a circular inviting IPOs to complete the questionnaire;

· prepare summary of responses to the questionnaire and collated results of the survey;  and
· publish the finalized results of the survey in Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook.

 AUTONUM  
Considering that the WIPO STAD database, which is under development at present, will include a survey tool for conducting surveys, the Secretariat proposes that the survey referred to above is conducted once the said survey tool is operational, and subsequently published in WIPO STAD.
 AUTONUM  
It should be noted that, at its eleventh session, the SDWG agreed that, once the present survey is completed, a new survey on application and priority application numbers used by the IPOs in the past would be conducted as the second stage of the exercise (see document SCIT/SDWG/11/14, paragraph 25).
 AUTONUM  
The CWS is invited to:

(a)
consider and approve the questionnaire on application numbering as reproduced in the Annex to this document;
(b)
consider and approve the actions to be undertaken by the Secretariat as specified in paragraph 5 above;
(c)
consider and approve the proposal indicated in paragraph 6, above, regarding the time frame for the survey on application numbering systems currently used by IPOs;  and
(d)
establish a task requesting the ST.10/C Task Force to prepare a questionnaire for conducting a new survey as indicated in paragraph 7 above.

[Annex follows]



