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Background

The 8th session of the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) in Dec. 2020

▪ Agreed on Task No. 56 which refers to the development of a unified API catalog

▪ The API Task Force proposes to implement a unified catalog, which provides a 

list of those APIs which Offices expose externally.

API Task Force Meetings since 2022

▪ The Participants noted some potential opportunities and benefits of producing 

the unified API catalog. 

▪ They also noted that the API Task Force would start the project in 2023.
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Project Brief

Objective: To build a catalog which will index APIs provided by IP institutions

Scope: cover APIs of IP offices or their subsidiary bodies as a first step

▪ Currently incorporating 177 APIs from 9 IP Offices and Organizations.

▪ EPO, EUIPO, IP Australia, JPO, KIPO, QAZ Patent, UPRP, USPTO, WIPO

Nov. 2023 ~ Jul. 2024: API Catalog for IP Development Project

▪ Research and analysis of API Documents of IPOs

▪ Guideline for IP offices to update their APIs and related documents

▪ Design and Development of the API Catalog portal
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Main features of the API Catalog

Search Function
Search Result 

Display
Direct Link to 

each API page

- Categorization

 - Labelling

 - Keyword

- API Name

 - Summary

 - URL to link

-

 -

 -
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Screenshot: Search Function (Application)
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Screenshot: Search Function (Search Result)
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Screenshot: Search Function (Respective API page)
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Expected Benefits & Challenges

Benefits

▪ For IPOs: Promote APIs that they developed and provided. Facilitate sharing 

information and Learn from the best practices of other IP offices

▪ For Users: Provide a single point to discover available APIs for IP

▪ For WIPO & CWS: coordinate API services among Offices in a harmonious manner 

and promote WIPO Standards ST. 90, ST.96 and ST.97

Challenges

▪ Lack of common data fields in API Specification documents by IP Offices

▪ Regular & automated update of API information
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Findings and Lessons Learned

Diverse practices across Offices

▪ Various ways of API service provision

▪ Respective format for API specification document

Benefits of Sharing practice

▪ Exchange of practices and knowledge can be advantageous for all IP offices

▪ Example: Managing different versions effectively

Harmonization Benefits

▪ Harmonizing practices across offices can enhance user experience and efficiency
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API Catalog Statistics
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Future Plan 1

Inviting IP offices to join the API Catalog

▪ CWS Circular C.CWS 185 (July 15, 2024)

▪ How to provide APIs through the API Catalog (API Catalog IP Institution Guide)

1. Create an OAS file for your API

2. Publish your OAS file

3. Share your OAS file URL with the International Bureau

4. Validate the new API entry when you receive it
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Future Plan 1
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Future Plan 2

Upgrading API Catalog Portal (September 2024 ~ December 2024)

▪ Incorporate more APIs from IP offices and other IP institutions

▪ Add new filter values to improve categorization/labelling

▪ Automate adding and updating APIs by using the standardized OAS file

▪ Best accommodate current IP office’s environments: customized solution

▪ Unstatic URL, Versioning, Compression, Response language

▪ Improve “Search” feature in addition to filter search

▪ Enhancing the scope of indexing: API documentation, API product webpages
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Thank you
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