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1. At its fourth session in January 2004, the former Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) decided that further attention should be given to the standardization of trademark information and agreed on a list of 13 trademark standard items that had been identified by the Trademark Standards Task Force.  The SDWG agreed to give first priority to the development of two new standards, namely, the current WIPO Standards ST.66 and ST.67.  With regard to the creation of other 11 standards for trademarks, the Working Group decided that work should be held in abeyance until Task No. 20 was completed (see Annex II to document SCIT/SDWG/4/4;  paragraphs 34 to 44 of SCIT/SDWG/4/14).  This decision was later confirmed by the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) at its first session, held in October 2010.

Revision of WIPO Standard ST.67 and Glossary

2. The SDWG, at its eleventh session, held in October 2009, adopted the new WIPO Standard ST.67 “Recommendations for the electronic management of the figurative elements of trademarks” prepared by the Trademark Standards Task Force.  At its first session the CWS changed the definition of Task No. 20 to read as follows:
“Discuss the issues related to digital image formats, as well as color management and online publication in the trademark domain, as referred to in paragraph 5 of document SCIT/SDWG/11/9, and prepare a subsequent proposal”.
(See Annex to document CWS/1/9 and paragraph 52 of CWS/1/10 Prov.) 
3. When the Trademark Standards Task Force initiated its discussions, it was intended that the scope of WIPO Standard ST.67, apart from general recommendations, would include issues related to digital image formats, color management and on-line publication reproduced in corresponding appendices, but following continued discussions of SDWG and the Task Force, it was decided (see paragraph 64 of document SCIT/SDWG/11/14) to include essential recommendations about digital image formats and online display in the main body of the Standard and to present other relevant information in Part 8.1 of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation ‑ Glossary of terms concerning industrial property information and documentation (Glossary).
4. In accordance with the above, the Task Force has prepared, for consideration and approval by the CWS, the proposals for revision of WIPO Standard ST.67 and for supplementary materials to be included in the Glossary.  The said proposals are reproduced in the Annexes to the present document.

5. According to the decision of SDWG to continue Task No. 20 until the completion of the preparation of the proposals mentioned in paragraph 3 above (see paragraph 62 of document SCIT/SDWG/11/14), provided that the Committee adopts the proposals in question, Task No. 20 should be considered completed and be removed from the Task List of the Committee on WIPO Standards.

Images contained in patent and industrial design documents

6. On different occasions, the SDWG considered the possibility of expanding the recommendations provided in WIPO Standard ST.67 to images, contained in patent and industrial design documents (see item (c) in paragraph 4 and item (d) in paragraph 5, Task No. 20, Annex to document CWS/1/9).  Moreover, active discussions regarding the possible use of color drawings and photographs in international applications currently take place within the framework of the Meeting of International Authorities under the PCT (PCT/MIA) and PCT Working Group.  At its third session, held in June 2010, the PCT Working Group agreed that further study was required on the technical and legal issues which would be involved in permitting the filing and processing of such drawings as part of international applications for progressing on this matter (see paragraphs 196 to 204 of document PCT/WG/3/14 and document PCT/WG/3/9).  The nineteen session of PCT/MIA, held in February 2012, affirmed the importance of this work, while recognizing the time, cost and legal issues which would be involved (see paragraph 36 of document PCT/MIA/19/13 and document PCT/MIA/19/9).  In view of these current developments under the PCT, it is proposed to postpone any activity regarding this matter within the framework of CWS until completion of the corresponding discussion of PCT bodies.

further Standardization of trademark information (further Activities)

7. As referred to in paragraph 1 above, eleven standards relating to trademark information and documentation were intended to be prepared by the Trademark Standards Task Force upon completion of Task No. 20.  If, following the proposal contained in paragraph 5 above, the Committee considers Task No. 20 as completed, the Task Force should continue its activities in line with the decision of the fourth session of SDWG.  Taking into account the considerable time passed from the said session and that new developments relating to electronic trademark filing and processing have been implemented by industrial property offices since then, it seems advisable to review the approach to the standardization work in trademark domain.

8. In order to provide the framework for these activities, the International Bureau proposes the following for consideration and approval by the CWS:

(a) the creation of a new task whose description would read as follows: 

“Study the convenience of developing further standards in the trademark domain and prepare the corresponding proposal, including a description of the need and of the expected benefits for each new development, as well as a prioritization of the proposals.”
(b) the assignment of the said task to the Trademark Standards Task Force;

(c) the Trademark Standards Task Force should present the results of the study, along with plans for further activities, for consideration by the CWS at its session to be held in 2013. 

9. The CWS is invited:


(a)
to consider and adopt the proposed revision of WIPO Standard ST.67 as reproduced in Annex I to this document;


(b)
to consider and approve the inclusion of the materials reproduced in Annex II to this document in the Glossary;


(c)
to consider Task No. 20 as completed and remove it from the Task List of the CWS, as referred to in paragraph 5 above;


(d)
to consider the proposal to postpone any CWS activities on the preparation of recommendations regarding images contained in patent and industrial design documents until completion of ongoing PCT discussions on this matter, as indicated in paragraph 6 above;

(e)
to consider and approve the continuation of the activities of the Trademark Standards Task Force on further standardization of trademark information, including the creation of a new task, as referred to in paragraph 8 above.
[Annexes follow]

