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Introduction
1. The Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) held its third session from April 15 to 19, 2013.

2. The following Member States of WIPO and/or the Paris Union were represented at the session:  Algeria;  Angola;  Argentina;  Australia;  Austria;  Bangladesh;  Barbados;  Belarus;  Belgium;  Benin;  Botswana;  Brazil;  Burkina Faso;  Canada;  Chile;  China;  Colombia;  Costa Rica;  Côte d’Ivoire;  Czech Republic;  Denmark;  Djibouti;  Dominican Republic;  Ecuador;  Egypt;  Finland;  France;  Georgia;  Germany;  Greece;  Guatemala;  Guinea;  Haiti;  India;  Indonesia;  Iran, Islamic Republic of;  Ireland;  Italy;  Japan;  Jordan;  Lithuania;  Madagascar;  Malaysia;  Mexico;  Monaco;  Morocco;  Myanmar;  Panama;  Paraguay;  Philippines;  Poland;  Republic of Korea;  Romania;  Russian Federation;  Saudi Arabia;  Serbia;  South Africa;  Spain;  Sri Lanka;  Sweden;  Switzerland;  Ukraine;  United Kingdom;  United States of America;  Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of);  Yemen;  Zambia and Zimbabwe (68).

3. In their capacity as members of the CWS, the representatives of the following organizations took part in the session:  the African Union (AU), the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO), the European Patent Office (EPO), the European Union (EU), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), and the Patent Office of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) (6).

4. The Health and Environment Program (HEP) and the Patent Documentation Group (PDG) took part in the session in an observer capacity.

5. The participation of six Delegations from Least Developed Countries (LDCs) or developing countries was financed by WIPO in accordance with the decision taken by the General Assembly in 2011.  The list of participants appears as Annex I to this report.

Agenda Item 1:  Opening of the session

6. The session was opened by the Director General of WIPO, Mr. Francis Gurry, who welcomed the participants and emphasized the importance of policy implications of the decisions made by the CWS, encouraging them to work out a satisfactory compromise on outstanding issues being addressed within the framework of informal consultations.

Agenda Item 2:  Election of the Chair and two Vice-Chairs

7. The CWS unanimously elected Ms. Oksana Parkheta (Ukraine) as Chair, and Ambassador Alfredo Suescum (Panama) as Vice‑Chair.
8. Mr. Ángel López Solanas, Head, Standards Section, acted as Secretary of the session.
Agenda Item 3:  Adoption of the agenda

9. Discussions were initially based on document CWS/3/1 Prov.  The CWS agreed to revise the title of item 4 to read provisionally as follows:  “Informal consultations to agree on mutual solutions on pending matters”;  the amended draft agenda was published as document CWS/3/1 Rev.  The CWS decided to leave the said revised item 4 opened for further discussion in informal consultations with all interested country delegations that should be conducted by the Vice-Chair, Ambassador Suescum.  Meanwhile, in considering the amended draft agenda as provisionally adopted, the CWS decided to continue the session with the discussion of the items provided in the provisional agenda, although pending on the results of the informal consultations on the revised item 4.
10. Following informal consultations conducted by the Vice-Chair, the CWS agreed to revise agenda item 4 to read:  “Informal consultations to agree on mutual solutions on pending matters, in accordance with the last sentence of paragraph 5 of document CWS/2/13”.  Document CWS/3/2 Add. concerning informal consultations was further amended as CWS/3/2 Add.1 and the reference to the latter document was made in a further revised draft agenda as document CWS/3/1 Rev.1 (see Annex II to this report).

11. The Delegation of Algeria, speaking on behalf of the African Group, stated that the adoption of the agenda was without prejudice to positions of any delegation on pending matters in the future, and further stated that the Group reserved the right to request the addition of a new agenda item regarding the coordination mechanism in future sessions of the CWS.

12. The Delegation of Iran (Islamic Republic of) supported the statement made by the Delegation of Algeria, speaking on behalf of the African Group. 

13. The Delegation of Belgium, speaking on behalf of the Group B, stated that the Group did not see any need for such a standing agenda item as proposed by the African Group.

14. The Delegation of Spain stated that the CWS had achieved a last minute agreement which was basically to renegotiate.  However, this agreement had been formulated in an unintelligible way or in a way difficult to understand by a person that was not involved in the day to day events of the Organization.  Taking into account all the efforts that the CWS, the Secretariat, experts and delegates had made this week and the threat to the technical work of the CWS that would continue to exist, the Delegation of Spain considered that the CWS should examine whether it was worth spending all that time and effort to arrive at just this result.

15. The Delegation of Brazil requested that the summary by the Chair and the report of the present session of the CWS should reflect that no agreement had been reached regarding pending matters under agenda Item 4.  The Delegation of Brazil considered that it would be necessary for the CWS to hold further discussions on these matters at the next session of the CWS if the General Assembly does not settle pending matters.

16. The Delegation of India supported the statement made by the Delegation of Algeria, speaking on behalf of the African Group.

Taking note of the above statements, the CWS unanimously adopted the further revised agenda as proposed in document CWS/3/1 Rev.1.

Presentations
17. The presentations given at this session of the CWS and working documents are available on the WIPO website at:  http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?Meeting_id=29042.
Discussions, conclusions, and decisions
18. As decided by the Governing Bodies of WIPO at their tenth series of meetings held from September 24 to October 2, 1979 (see document AB/X/32, paragraphs 51 and 52), the report of this session reflects only the conclusions of the CWS (decisions, recommendations, opinions, etc.) and does not, in particular, reflect the statements made by any participant, except where a reservation in relation to any specific conclusion of the CWS was expressed or repeated after the conclusion was reached.
Agenda Item 4:  Informal consultations to agree on mutual solutions on pending matters, in accordance with the last sentence of paragraph 5 of document CWS/2/13
19. Discussions were based on documents CWS/3/2, CWS/3/2 Add. and CWS/3/2 Add.1. 
20. The Vice‑Chair conducted informal consultation sessions, held in parallel with the plenary sessions, with a view to agree on mutual solutions on pending matters, in particular, coordination mechanism, the relationship between the CWS and the Development Agenda Recommendations, and organizational matters and special rules of procedure.  Discussions were based on oral or written proposals including those made by Poland, the African Group, and the Group of Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC), Brazil and India.  The Vice‑Chair reported on the outcome of informal consultations and observed that progress was made towards solutions, though no agreement was reached.  He urged delegations to preserve what was achieved in discussions.

21. The CWS agreed that the CWS Chair should request the Secretariat to prepare and present the Report of the CWS and convey the request of the CWS to the General Assembly in order to give any instructions of the General Assembly to the CWS on its future work on pending matters in accordance with the last sentence of paragraph 5 of document CWS/2/13.

Agenda Item 5:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.9
22. Discussions were based on document CWS/3/3, which contained the proposals to revise WIPO Standard ST.9 and the Glossary of Terms concerning Industrial Property Information and Documentation (Glossary).

23. The CWS noted the request by the German Patent and Trademark Office for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.9 and the Glossary.

The CWS adopted the following revised definitions of INID codes (92), (93) and (95), and a new INID code (98):

· (92):  “For an SPC, number and date of the first national authorization to place the product on the market as a medicinal product or plant protection product.”

· (93):  “For an SPC, number, date and, where applicable, country of origin, of the first authorization to place the product on the market as a medicinal product or plant protection product within a regional economic community.”

· (95):  “The product protected by the basic patent and in respect of which the SPC or the extension of the SPC has been applied for or granted.”
· (98):  “For an SPC, the date concerning the application for an extension of the duration, the revocation of an extension of the duration and the recalculation of the duration.”
24. The CWS noted the editorial changes to Appendix 2 to WIPO Standard ST.9 that the International Bureau should carry out.

The CWS approved the revision of the entry “Supplementary Protection Certificate” (SPC) in the Glossary, which is reproduced in Annex III to the present report.
25. The CWS noted that the second paragraph of the revised entry for SPC in the Glossary, concerning the extension of a SPC for medicinal products for paediatric use, could be broadened in scope in a future revision of the Standard if it was considered necessary.

Agenda Item 6:  Status report on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.14
26. Discussions were based on document CWS/3/4, which contained status report on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.14.
27. The International Bureau, in its capacity of ST.14 Task Force Leader, presented the above-mentioned document and informed participants about the results of the Task Force discussions on the revision of definitions of category codes, the preparation of the recommendations for non-patent literature and the approach for the implementation of the revised WIPO Standard ST.14.

28. The CWS noted the status report by the Task Force Leader.

29. The CWS noted the provisional agreement to include categories “N” and “I” in paragraph 14 of WIPO Standard ST.14.
The CWS considered it a reasonable compromise to refer the issue of the revised definition of category “X” back to the ST.14 Task Force.  The CWS agreed that the Task Force should focus on the proposal provided in paragraph 7(a) of document CWS/3/4 and, at the same time, on providing for a transition period when these three codes, namely, “X”, “N” and “I”, could be used in parallel.  Details of the transition should be worked out by the Task Force and reflected in the Editorial Note referred to in paragraphs 15 and 16 of document CWS/3/4 and in paragraph 39 below.
30. The CWS noted the preliminary agreement on the revision of category “P” as indicated in paragraph 10 of document CWS/3/4.
The CWS considered the results of the discussion regarding definition of categories “E” and “O” (see paragraphs 11 and 12 of document CWS/3/4), and agreed that the combination of categories “E” and “O” with other categories should be optional.

31. The CWS noted the results of the discussion regarding citing documents sharing the same date as the application being searched (see paragraph 14 of document CWS/3/4).
The CWS agreed that the ST.14 Task Force should not focus on the issue referred to on the previous paragraph, but leave the related recommendations as they are at present in WIPO Standard ST.14.  The CWS also agreed that the introduction of any new code should be proposed with a specific definition of this code.

32. The CWS noted the discussions on the implementation of the revised recommendations of WIPO Standard ST.14 (see paragraphs 15 and 16 of document CWS/3/4).

The CWS agreed on the approach for implementation of WIPO Standard ST.14 as proposed in paragraphs 15 and 16 of document CWS/3/4.  The CWS requested the ST.14 Task Force to work out the details of the transition referred to in paragraph 33 above and to reflect them in the Editorial Note.

33. The CWS noted the results of the discussion regarding the recommendations for non-patent literature and the suggestion to include recommendations on citing documents in languages other than the language of the document in which they are cited.
The CWS requested the ST.14 Task Force to study the suggestion referred to in the previous paragraph further.
Agenda Item 7:  Status report on the preparation of Annexes V and VI, and the revision of WIPO Standard ST.96
34. The CWS noted the result of the work of the XML4IP Task Force and the report of the Task Force Leader as set out in document CWS/3/5.

The CWS agreed that the work for the mapping and development of tools for the bi-directional transformation between WIPO Standards ST.96 and ST.36, ST.66 or ST.86 should continue.  The work should be primarily carried out by the XML4IP Task Force along with ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86 Task Forces.  The tools should be owned and maintained by the International Bureau with the assistance of the XML4IP Task Force, and ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86 Task Forces.  The CWS welcomed the offer of the Delegation of the United States of America to assist in the development of the tools for bi‑directional transformation.  The CWS also agreed that this arrangement for assistance should be revisited at its next session.

35. The CWS noted the statements provided in paragraphs 18 and 19 of the document CWS/3/5.

The CWS agreed that, for the time being, the Task Forces dealing with eXtensible Markup Language (XML) should not be reorganized.

36. The CWS noted that the reference to Annex VI in paragraph 16 of document CWS/3/5 should be to Annex IV.

Agenda Item 8:  Status report on the preparation of a new WIPO standard on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings using eXtensible Markup Language (XML)
37. Discussions were based on document CWS/3/6, which contained the status report on the preparation of a new WIPO standard on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings using XML.
38. The Leader of the SEQL Task Force presented the above-mentioned report and the roadmap to prepare the new standard.  In accordance with the roadmap, the proposal on the new standard should be finalized by September 2013.
39. The CWS noted the information provided in the Annex to document CWS/3/6, as well as the latest work plan referred to by the Task Force Leader.

Agenda Item 9:  Creation of a task to establish requirements for the delivery of legal status information by industrial property offices
40. Discussions were based on document CWS/3/7, which contained a proposal to create a task to establish requirements for delivery of patent legal status information by industrial property offices (IPOs).
41. The CWS noted comments by the EPO reproduced in the Annex to document CWS/3/7 Add.  The CWS considered whether trademark and industrial designs should also be included within the scope of the proposed new task.  The CWS also considered the possibility to address the proposed task under the umbrella of one of the existing Task Forces, namely, the ST.36 Task Force or the XML4IP Task Force.  However, there was no consensus on the question of which of the existing Task Forces should handle the task.

The CWS approved the creation of the following new task:  “Prepare a proposal to establish a new WIPO standard for the exchange of patent legal status data by industrial property offices.  Once this task is completed, the corresponding proposal should be extended to trademarks and industrial designs.”

The CWS agreed that the development of the recommendations should initially be prepared by a platform-independent task force, as the recommendations should be independent of the format to be used.  Then, on the basis of the outcome of that initial discussion, the existing Task Forces dealing with XML should be invited to implement the said result in XML.

The CWS approved the establishment of a new task force to handle the new task.  The International Bureau was designated as the task force leader.

Agenda Item 10:  Proposal for the development of new WIPO standards in the trademark domain
42. Discussions were based on document CWS/3/8, which contained a proposal for the development of new standards in the trademark domain.
43. The CWS noted the survey results provided in the Annex to document CWS/3/8, including the list of 12 candidates proposed by the Trademark Standards Task Force for further standardization.
The CWS agreed to select the first two candidates from the said list for further standardization, namely:

· Recommendation for the electronic management of sound marks.
· Recommendation for the electronic management of motion or multimedia marks.

The CWS agreed that the work for the other 10 candidates, which are listed in the Annex to document CWS/3/8, should be held in abeyance until the standardization of the two selected candidates is completed.

The CWS agreed that Task No. 46 should be considered as completed and removed from the Task List of the CWS.  The CWS also decided to discontinue the Trademark Standards Task Force.

The CWS agreed that the two following tasks should be created:

· “Prepare a recommendation for the electronic management of sound marks for adoption as a WIPO standard.”

· “Prepare a recommendation for the electronic management of motion or multimedia marks for adoption as a WIPO standard.”

The CWS agreed to establish a new task force to handle these two tasks.  The CWS  welcomed the offer of the International Bureau, which was designated as the task force leader.

The CWS requested the task force to present a progress report on the work carried out, including a calendar for the development of new WIPO standard(s), for consideration by the CWS at its fourth session.
Agenda Item 11:  Status report on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.66
44. The CWS noted the report by the Leader of the ST.66 Task Force, as set out in the document CWS/3/9, and the discussion on PFR ST.66/2013/001/Rev.1.
Agenda Item 12:  Oral report, by the Leader of the ST.86 Task Force, on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.86
45. The CWS noted the oral report by the Leader of the ST.86 Task Force and the discussion on PFR ST.86/2013/001 which is currently carried out by the Task Force.

Agenda Item 13:  Survey on application numbering systems
46. Discussions were based on document CWS/3/10, which related to the survey on application numbering systems that was conducted in 2012, following the decision taken by the CWS at its first session (see paragraphs 18 to 22 of document CWS/1/10).
47. The International Bureau presented the survey results, which comprised:  individual responses and automatically collated results published in WIPOSTAD, the Survey Report provided in the Annex to the document CWS/3/10 and the draft document containing examples of application and priority application numbers.

The CWS noted the Survey Report contained in the Annex to document CWS/3/10 and approved its publication in Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (WIPO Handbook).
48. The Delegation of the United States of America and the Delegation of the Republic of Korea stated that they would provide the information regarding their countries for its inclusion in the draft document referred to in paragraph 66.
The CWS agreed that the document providing examples of application and priority application numbers should be published in the WIPO Handbook once finalized.
The CWS reaffirmed its decision to request the ST.10/C Task Force to prepare a new questionnaire regarding the application and priority application numbering systems used by IPOs in the past and to present the progress report or the corresponding proposal at its next session.  (See paragraph 22 of document CWS/1/10 and Task No. 30 in the Annex to document CWS/3/12.)
Agenda Item 14:  Report, by the International Bureau, on the provision of technical advice and assistance for capacity building to industrial property offices in connection with the mandate of the CWS
49. The CWS took note of the activities carried out by the International Bureau in 2012, related to providing technical advice and assistance for capacity building to IPOs.  It was also noted that document CWS/3/11 would serve as a basis of the relevant report to be presented to the WIPO General Assembly to be held in September 2013, as requested at its 40th session held in October 2011 (see paragraph 190 of document WO/GA/40/19).
Agenda Item 15:  Consideration of the Tasks List of the Committee on WIPO Standards
50. Discussions were based on document CWS/3/12, which contained a List of Tasks to establish the work program of the CWS.  The CWS noted the List of Tasks reproduced in the Annex to the said document.
The CWS approved the List of Tasks, as presented in the Annex to document CWS/3/12 with an editorial amendment in paragraph 5 of Task No. 42, where the reference should be made to WIPO Standard ST.86.  The List of Tasks should be incorporated in the CWS work program once it is updated to reflect the agreements reached by the CWS at this third session.
51. After updating the information regarding the Tasks that had been discussed during the third session of the CWS, including the decisions under this agenda item 15, the status of Tasks was as follows:
(a)
Tasks considered completed at this session:
Task No. 37:
Carry out a survey on the use and implementation of WIPO Standard ST.22.

Task No. 46:
Study the convenience of developing further standards in the trademark domain and prepare the corresponding proposal, including a description of the need and of the expected benefits for each new development, as well as a prioritization of the proposals.
(b)
Tasks on which work remains to be done:

Task No. 30:
Survey industrial property offices on application and priority application numbers used.

Task No. 41:
Prepare a proposal for Annexes V and VI of ST.96 for adoption by the CWS;  and ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.96.

Task No. 44:
Prepare a recommendation on the presentation of nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings based on eXtensible Markup Language (XML) for adoption as a WIPO standard.  The proposal of the new WIPO standard should be presented along with a report on the impact of the said standard on the current WIPO Standard ST.25, including the proposed necessary changes to Standard ST.25.
Task No. 45:
Revision of WIPO Standard ST.14:

(i)
Prepare a proposal for the revision of category codes provided in paragraph 14 of WIPO Standard ST.14 taking into account comments and draft proposals stated in paragraphs 7 and 10 to 14 of document CWS/2/6.

(ii)
Study the convenience of revising the recommendations for the identification of non‑patent literature citations in order to bring WIPO Standard ST.14 in line with the International Standard ISO 690:2010 (Information and documentation – Guidelines for bibliographic references and citations to information resources).  If the revision is considered convenient, prepare the corresponding proposal.

(c)
Tasks to ensure continuous maintenance of WIPO Standards:

Task No. 38:
Ensure continuous revision and updating of WIPO Standard ST.36.

Task No. 39:
Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.66.

Task No. 42:
Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.86.
(d)
Tasks of continuing activity and/or information nature:

Task No. 18:
Identify areas for standardization relevant to the exchange of machine‑readable data on the basis of projects envisaged by such bodies as the Trilateral Offices, ISO, IEC and other well‑known industry standard‑setting bodies.

Task No. 23:
Monitor the inclusion, in databases, of information about the entry, and, where applicable, the non-entry into the national (regional) phase of published PCT international applications.

Task No. 24:
Collect and publish Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) on Patent, Trademark and Industrial Design Information Activities of the CWS Members (ATR/PI, ATR/TM, ATR/ID).

Task No. 26:
Report on activities regarding the migration of data from WIPO Handbook into WIPOSTAD (WIPO Standards Administration Database).

Task No. 33:
Ongoing revision of WIPO Standards.

Task No. 33/3:
Ongoing revision of WIPO Standard ST.3.
(e)
Tasks created at this session and on which work has not started:

Task No. 47:
Prepare a proposal to establish a new WIPO standard for the exchange of patent legal status data by industrial property offices.  Once this task is completed, the corresponding proposal should be extended to trademarks and industrial designs.

Task No. 48:
Prepare a recommendation for the electronic management of sound marks for adoption as a WIPO standard.

Task No. 49:
Prepare a recommendation for the electronic management of motion or multimedia marks for adoption as a WIPO standard.

(f)
Task on which work has not started and is held in abeyance:

Task No. 43:
Prepare guidelines, for implementation by industrial property offices, regarding paragraph numbering, long paragraphs, and consistent rendering of patent documents.

Agenda Item 16:  Summary by the Chair
52. The CWS noted that, due to the lack of time during the meeting, the Summary by the Chair should be prepared and distributed for information purposes after the meeting of the CWS.
Meetings of the CWS Task Forces

53. During this session, the following CWS Task Forces held informal meetings:  ST.10/C Task Force, ST.14 Task Force, newly created Trademark Standardization Task Force and XML4IP Task Force.  There was also a joint meeting of the four Task Forces dealing with XML‑based WIPO Standards, namely ST.36, ST.66, ST.86 and XML4IP Task Forces.  The Task Force Leaders informed the CWS of the progress made regarding their respective tasks in the informal meetings.
Agenda Item 17:  Closing of the session
54. The Session was closed by the Chair on April 19, 2013.
Adoption of the report of the session

55. This report was adopted by the participants to the third session of the CWS via a restricted e-forum.

[Annexes follow]

