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Geneva, March 21 to 24, 2016
Creation of a Task to establish requirements for an authority file of patent documents issued by a patent Office
Document prepared by the Secretariat
1. On February 17, 2016, the European Patent Office (EPO) sent a document to the Secretariat proposing the initiation by the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) at its reconvened fourth session in March 2016 of discussion on requirements for an authority file of patent documents issued by a patent Office.  The proposal by the EPO is reproduced in the Annex to this document. 
2. An Authority File provides a definitive list of all patent documents issued by a national or regional patent Office with the primary purpose to allow other patent offices (and potentially other users) to assess the completeness of the available patent documentation. 

3. In accordance with the proposal of EPO, the Secretariat proposes the following for consideration and approval by the CWS:

(a)
the creation of a new task whose description would read as follows:

“Prepare a recommendation for an authority file of patent documents issued by a patent national or regional Office to enable other patent Offices and other interested parties to assess the completeness of their collections of published patent documents”;

(b)
the establishment of a new Task Force, with its corresponding Task Force Leader, to handle the new task;  and

(c)
a request that the new Task Force present a proposal for the recommendation of a new WIPO standard or the revision of existing WIPO Standard(s) for consideration and approval by the CWS at its next session to be held in 2017.
4. The CWS is invited to:

(a) note the proposal submitted by the European Patent Office regarding the preparation of recommendation for an authority file as reproduced in the Annex to this document;

(b) consider and approve the proposal concerning the creation of the task and corresponding time frame referred to in paragraphs 3(a) and (c), above;  and

(c) consider and approve the establishment of the new Task Force, with its corresponding Task Force Leader, referred to in paragraph 3(b).

[Annex follows]
