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INTRODUCTION
1. The meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the Diplomatic Conference to conclude and adopt a Design Law Treaty (DLT) (hereinafter referred to as “the Preparatory Committee”) was held in Geneva on October 9, 2023. 
2. The following States Members of WIPO were represented at the meeting: 
[bookmark: _Hlk147745952]Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Holy See, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Türkiye, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

3. The following Intergovernmental Organizations participated in the meeting in an observer capacity:  African Union, Eurasian Patent Organization, and European Union. 

4. The non-governmental organizations listed in DLT/2/PM/INF/1 Prov. also participated in the meeting in an observer capacity. 
ITEM 2 OF THE AGENDA
ELECTION OF A CHAIR AND TWO VICE-CHAIRS
5. The Preparatory Committee elected Mr. Simion Levitchi (Republic of Moldova) as Chair and Ms. Burcu Ekizoğlu (Türkiye) as Vice-Chair.  Ms. Anna Morawiec Mansfield, Legal Counsel, served as Secretary to the Preparatory Committee. 
ITEM 3 OF THE AGENDA
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
6. The Preparatory Committee adopted the draft Agenda, as contained in document DLT/2/PM/1/Prov.
7. The Preparatory Committee based its discussions on documents DLT/2/PM/2, DLT/2/PM/3, DLT/2/PM/4 Rev., and DLT/2/PM/5. 
ITEM 4 OF THE AGENDA
SUMMARY BY THE CHAIR OF THE THIRD SPECIAL SESSION OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE LAW OF TRADEMARKS, INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS AND GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS (SCT)
8. The Preparatory Committee decided to incorporate in the Basic Proposal for the Diplomatic Conference, the agreements reached during the Third Special Session of the SCT, as contained in the summary by the Chair, document SCT/S3/9. 
ITEM 5 OF THE AGENDA 
CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT FINAL CLAUSES FOR THE DESIGN LAW TREATY TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE
9. The Preparatory Committee considered and approved the administrative provisions and final clauses as set forth in document DLT/2/PM/2 as amended for further consideration by the Diplomatic Conference (as contained in the Annex). 
10. The Chair acknowledged that, prior to his gaveling of the decision, the Delegation of Zambia had requested the floor to propose that brackets be added around the text in Article 24(2)(iv), for the purpose of consistency with the Delegation of Nigeria’s proposal to Article 24(2)(iii).  The Delegation of Nigeria also requested the floor in support of the proposal.  However, the requests were not received by the Chair in time.  The Chair reiterated, in this context, that consideration of the administrative provisions and final clauses by the Preparatory Committee is without prejudice to the right of delegations to present their proposals at the Diplomatic Conference.  
11. 

ITEM 6 OF THE AGENDA
CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
11. The Preparatory Committee considered and approved the Draft Rules of Procedure as set forth in document DLT/2/PM/3 for adoption by the Diplomatic Conference. 
ITEM 7 OF THE AGENDA
CONSIDERATION OF THE LIST OF STATES AND OBSERVERS TO BE INVITED TO THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE AND OF THE TEXTS OF THE DRAFT LETTERS OF INVITATION
12. The Preparatory Committee considered and approved the list of invitees and the texts of the draft invitations and other proposals as contained in paragraphs 1 to 4 of document DLT/2/PM/4 Rev.
ITEM 8 OF THE AGENDA
AGENDA, DATES, AND VENUE OF THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE 
13. The Preparatory Committee
(i) approved the draft agenda of the Diplomatic Conference; and
(ii) approved that the Diplomatic Conference be hosted by the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, from 
November 11 to 22, 2024.
ITEM 9 OF THE AGENDA
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
14. The Preparatory Committee adopted this Summary Report (document DLT/2/PM/6). 
ITEM 10 OF THE AGENDA
CLOSING OF THE SESSION
15. The Chair closed the meeting of the Preparatory Committee.
[Annex follows]
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Article 32:	Depositary
[bookmark: _Toc338745672][bookmark: _Toc338750210][bookmark: _Toc378668232][bookmark: _Toc441153326]Article 24
Assembly
(1) [Composition]  (a)  The Contracting Parties shall have an Assembly.
b) Each Contracting Party shall be represented in the Assembly by one delegate, who may be assisted by alternate delegates, advisors and experts.  Each delegate may represent only one Contracting Party.
[(c)  Option 1
[The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Contracting Party that has appointed the delegation.  The Assembly may ask the Organization to grant financial assistance to facilitate the participation of delegations of Contracting Parties that are regarded as developing countries in conformity with the established practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations or LDCs or that are countries in transition to a market economy.] 
Option 2 
[Contracting Parties that are regarded as developing countries or LDCs or that are countries in transition to a market economy shall be granted adequate financial assistance by the Organization to facilitate the participation of at least one delegate of such Contracting Party in all ordinary and extraordinary sessions of the Assembly, and any inter‑sessional meeting, working group, revision conference or diplomatic conference in relation to the Treaty and the Regulations.]]
(2) [Tasks]  The Assembly shall
(i) deal with matters concerning the development of this Treaty;
	[(ii)	establish Model International Forms, referred to in Article 23(1)b);]
[(iii)	amend the Regulations;][footnoteRef:2] [2:  Proposal made at the Preparatory Committee by the Delegation of Nigeria.  Proposal supported by the Delegations of Togo, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  Proposal not supported by the Delegations of Canada, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.] 

(iv) determine the conditions for the date of application of each amendment referred to in item (iii);
(v) monitor, at every ordinary session, the technical assistance [provided under this Treaty] [provided for implementation of this Treaty];
(vi) perform such other functions as are appropriate to implementing the provisions of this Treaty.
(3) [Quorum]  (a)  One-half of the members of the Assembly which are States shall constitute a quorum.
(b) Notwithstanding subparagraph (a), if, in any session, the number of the members of the Assembly which are States and are represented is less than one-half but equal to or more than one-third of the members of the Assembly which are States, the Assembly may make decisions but, with the exception of decisions concerning its own procedure, all such decisions shall take effect only if the conditions set forth hereinafter are fulfilled.  The International Bureau shall communicate the said decisions to the members of the Assembly which are States and were not represented and shall invite them to express in writing their vote or abstention within a period of three months from the date of the communication.  
If, at the expiration of this period, the number of such members having thus expressed their vote or abstention attains the number of the members which was lacking for attaining the quorum in the session itself, such decisions shall take effect, provided that at the same time the required majority still obtains.
(4) [Taking Decisions in the Assembly]  (a)  The Assembly shall endeavor to take its decisions by consensus.
Where a decision cannot be arrived at by consensus, the matter at issue shall be decided by voting.  In such a case,
(i) each Contracting Party that is a State shall have one vote and shall vote only in its own name;  and
(ii) any Contracting Party that is an intergovernmental organization may participate in the vote, in place of its Member States, with a number of votes equal to the number of its Member States [which are party to this Treaty][footnoteRef:3].  No such intergovernmental organization shall participate in the vote if any one of its Member States exercises its right to vote and vice versa.  In addition, no such intergovernmental organization shall participate in the vote if any one of its Member States party to this Treaty is a Member State of another such intergovernmental organization and that other intergovernmental organization participates in that vote. [3:  Proposal made at the Preparatory Committee by the European Union on behalf of its Member States.  Proposal supported by the Delegation of Germany.] 

(5) [Majorities]  (a)  Subject to Article 23(2) and (3), the decisions of the Assembly shall require two-thirds of the votes cast.
(b) In determining whether the required majority is attained, only votes actually cast shall be taken into consideration.  Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.
(6) [Sessions]  The Assembly shall meet upon convocation by the Director General and, in the absence of exceptional circumstances, during the same period and at the same place as the General Assembly of the Organization.
(7) [Rules of Procedure]  The Assembly shall establish its own rules of procedure, including rules for the convocation of extraordinary sessions.
[bookmark: _Toc338745673][bookmark: _Toc338750211][bookmark: _Toc378668233][bookmark: _Toc441153327]Article 25
International Bureau
(1) [Administrative Tasks]  (a)  The International Bureau shall perform the administrative tasks concerning this Treaty.
(b) In particular, the International Bureau shall prepare the meetings and provide the Secretariat of the Assembly and of such committees of experts and working groups as may be established by the Assembly.
(2) [Meetings Other than Sessions of the Assembly]  The Director General shall convene any committee and working group established by the Assembly.


(3) [Role of the International Bureau in the Assembly and Other Meetings]  (a)  The Director General and persons designated by the Director General shall participate, without the right to vote, in all meetings of the Assembly, the committees and working groups established by the Assembly.
(b) The Director General or a staff member designated by the Director General shall be ex officio Secretary of the Assembly, and of the committees and working groups referred to in subparagraph (a).
(4) [Conferences]  (a)  The International Bureau shall, in accordance with the directions of the Assembly, make the preparations for any revision conferences.
(b) The International Bureau may consult with Member States of the Organization, intergovernmental organizations and international and national non‑governmental organizations concerning the said preparations.
(c) The Director General and persons designated by the Director General shall take part, without the right to vote, in the discussions at revision conferences.
(5) [Other Tasks]  The International Bureau shall carry out any other tasks assigned to it in relation to this Treaty.
[bookmark: _Toc338745674][bookmark: _Toc338750212][bookmark: _Toc378668234][bookmark: _Toc441153328]Article 26
Revision
This Treaty may only be revised by a diplomatic conference.  The convocation of any diplomatic conference shall be decided by the Assembly.
[bookmark: _Toc338745675][bookmark: _Toc338750213][bookmark: _Toc378668235][bookmark: _Toc441153329]Article 27
Becoming Party to the Treaty
(1) [Eligibility]  The following entities may sign and, subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) and Article 28(1) and (3), become party to this Treaty:
(i) any State member of the Organization in respect of which industrial designs may be registered or patented with its own Office;
(ii) any intergovernmental organization that maintains an Office in which industrial designs may be registered with effect in the territory in which the constituting treaty of the intergovernmental organization applies, in all its Member States or in those of its Member States which are designated for such purpose in the relevant application, provided that all the Member States of the intergovernmental organization are members of the Organization;
(iii) any State member of the Organization in respect of which industrial designs may be registered only through the Office of another specified State that is a member of the Organization;
(iv) any State member of the Organization in respect of which industrial designs may be registered only through the Office maintained by an intergovernmental organization of which that State is a member; 
(v) any State member of the Organization in respect of which industrial designs may be registered only through an Office common to a group of States members of the Organization.
(2) [Ratification or Accession]  Any entity referred to in paragraph (1) may deposit
(i) an instrument of ratification, if it has signed this Treaty,
(ii) an instrument of accession, if it has not signed this Treaty.
(3) [Effective Date of Deposit]  The effective date of the deposit of an instrument of ratification or accession shall be,
(i) in the case of a State referred to in paragraph (1)(i), the date on which the instrument of that State is deposited;
(ii) in the case of an intergovernmental organization, the date on which the instrument of that intergovernmental organization is deposited;
(iii) in the case of a State referred to in paragraph (1)(iii), the date on which the following condition is fulfilled:  the instrument of that State has been deposited and the instrument of the other specified State has been deposited;
(iv) in the case of a State referred to in paragraph (1)(iv), the date applicable under item (ii), above;
(v) in the case of a State member of a group of States referred to in paragraph (1)(v), the date on which the instruments of all the States members of the group have been deposited.
[bookmark: _Toc338745676][bookmark: _Toc338750214][bookmark: _Toc378668236][bookmark: _Toc441153330]Article 28
Entry into Force;  
Effective Date of Ratifications and Accessions
(1) [Instruments to Be Taken into Consideration]  For the purposes of this Article, only instruments of ratification or accession that are deposited by entities referred to in Article 27(1) and that have an effective date according to Article 27(3) shall be taken into consideration.
(2) [Entry into Force of the Treaty]  This Treaty shall enter into force three months after [10] [30] States or intergovernmental organizations referred to in Article 27(1)(ii) have deposited their instruments of ratification or accession.
(3) [Entry into Force of Ratifications and Accessions Subsequent to the Entry into Force of the Treaty]  Any entity not covered by paragraph (2) shall become bound by this Treaty three months after the date on which it has deposited its instrument of ratification or accession.
[bookmark: _Toc338745677][bookmark: _Toc338750215][bookmark: _Toc378668237][bookmark: _Toc441153331]Article 29
Reservations
[bookmark: _Toc338745678][bookmark: _Toc338750216][bookmark: _Toc378668238][bookmark: _Toc441153332]Article 30
Denunciation of the Treaty
(1) [Notification]  Any Contracting Party may denounce this Treaty by notification addressed to the Director General.
(2) [Effective Date]  Denunciation shall take effect one year from the date on which the Director General has received the notification.  
It shall not affect the application of this Treaty to any application pending or any industrial design registered in respect of the denouncing Contracting Party at the time of the expiration of the said one-year period, provided that the denouncing Contracting Party may, after the expiration of the said one‑year period, discontinue applying this Treaty to any registration as from the date on which that registration is due for renewal.
[bookmark: _Toc338745679][bookmark: _Toc338750217][bookmark: _Toc378668239][bookmark: _Toc441153333]Article 31
Languages of the Treaty;  Signature
(1) [Original Texts; Official Texts]  (a)  This Treaty shall be signed in a single original in the English, Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and Spanish languages, all texts being equally authentic.
An official text in a language not referred to in subparagraph (a) that is an official language of a Contracting Party shall be established by the Director General after consultation with the said Contracting Party and any other interested Contracting Party.
(2) [Time Limit for Signature]  This Treaty shall remain open for signature at the headquarters of the Organization for one year after its adoption.
[bookmark: _Toc338745680][bookmark: _Toc338750218][bookmark: _Toc378668240][bookmark: _Toc441153334]Article 32
Depositary
The Director General shall be the depositary of this Treaty.
[End of Annex and of document]
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