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 AUTONUM  
The term of office of the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) will expire on November 30, 2003.  The present memorandum recalls the constitutional provisions concerning the nomination and appointment of Directors General of WIPO and the procedures adopted by the WIPO General Assembly in 1998 for the nomination and appointment of Directors General of WIPO.  The memorandum also records the steps taken to initiate those procedures and discusses the timetable for the implementation of the outstanding steps of the procedures.

Constitutional Provisions

 AUTONUM  
The Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization (the WIPO Convention) contains the following provisions on the nomination and appointment of the Director General.


Nomination

Article 8(3)

“The Coordination Committee shall:


“(v)
when the term of office of the Director General is about to expire, or when there is a vacancy in the post of the Director General, nominate a candidate for appointment to such position by the General Assembly;  if the General Assembly does not appoint its nominee, the Coordination Committee shall nominate another candidate;  this procedure shall be repeated until the latest nominee is appointed by the General Assembly”;


Appointment

Article 6(2)

“The General Assembly shall:


“(i)
appoint the Director General upon nomination by the Coordination Committee”;

Article 6(3)
“(g)
For the appointment of the Director General…the required majority must be attained not only in the General Assembly but also in the Assembly of the Paris Union and the Assembly of the Berne Union.”

Procedural Steps

 AUTONUM  
At its meeting in September 1998, the WIPO General Assembly adopted procedures for the nomination and appointment of Directors General of WIPO (see documents WO/GA/23/6, paragraph 5, and WO/GA/23/7, paragraph 22).  Those procedures are set out in Annex I to this memorandum.

 AUTONUM  
The first step in the procedures consists of the sending of a circular by the Chair of the WIPO Coordination Committee to all Member States of WIPO, inviting them to propose a national as candidate for the post of Director General of WIPO.  This circular is expected to be sent on September 9, 2002.  A copy of it is set out in Annex II to this memorandum.  The circular itself has two annexes, which consist of a copy of the provisions of the WIPO Convention that are quoted in paragraph 2 of this memorandum, and a copy of the procedures for the nomination and appointment of Directors General of WIPO that are reproduced in Annex I to this document.

Timetable

 AUTONUM  
The application in practice of the procedures approved by the General Assembly in 1998 would result in the following timetable:


September 9, 2002:
Mailing of circular to WIPO Member States inviting proposals of candidates.


December 9, 2002:
Deadline for submission of candidatures.


March 24


  and 25, 2003:
Session of the Coordination Committee to nominate candidate for appointment to post of Director General.


September 22 to


  October 1, 2003:
Sessions of the General Assembly and the Assemblies of the Paris and Berne Unions to appoint the Director General.

 AUTONUM  
The General Assembly and the Coordination Committee are invited


(i)
to note the dispatch of the circular set out in Annex II;  and


(ii)
to consider the timetable of procedural steps set out in paragraph 5.

[Annexes follow]

