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As.you know, the United States Government bas fully
supported the modernization of BIRPI in ail of the var-
ious meetings on this matter. We believe this moderniza
tion of BIRPI can best be accompli-shed by the formation
of the proposed International Intellectual Property
Organization (IPO) and the restructuring of the admini
strative provisions of the various BIRPI conventions and
agreements along. the lines of the proposais generally
approved by the I965 Committee of Experts.

The establishment of the IPO is most important not
only in the world of today but.also in the world of to-
morrow. Today it is important for the developing coun-
tries who do not belong to elther of the two basic
conventions, the Paris and Berne Conventions, that is,
"third Gountries". The' inclusion of third countries in
the IPO and in, the Conférence of that body is important
both from the standpoint of the interests of third countries
and the interests of the member countries of the Unions.
It is in the IPO - and I stress in the IPO - that there is
the expertise and experience in the field of intellectual
property necessary for the resolution of the complex pro-
blems of third countries in this field.
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Why Is the establishment of the IPO important in the
world of tomorrow? Well, the developing country of today
Is the developed country of tomorrow. When the need for
the Conférence as a forum for third countries decreases,
we will still need an International Intellectual P>operty
Organization because Intellectual property will be even
more important in the world of tomorrow.

It is quite clear to the U.S. Government that we need
an organization which has its own separate identity as an
organization devoted to intellectual property - that is -
the IPO. We believe that the IPO ultimately will play the
same distinguished rôle in the intellectual property field
as the International Labour Organization is playlng in the
labour field. Purther, we believe the IPO can do thls
efficiently and economically.

As Mr. Braderman indicated at our opening session, the
United States supported the earlier dhaft of a Convention
for the World Intellectual Property Organization. Thls
Convention gave more powers to the Conférence and dealt
wlth certain limitad matters concerning the Paris and Berne
Conventions. However, as we ail know, as a resuit of the
concern of a few governments, a carefully drafted compro
mise was worked out which limits the powers of the Confér
ence and clearly préservas the autonomy and independence
of the Paris and Berne Conventions. A substantial majorlty
of the governments présent at the 1965 meeting, includlng
the United States, accepted this compromise then and we
accept it today. We came to this meeting with the hope
that ail governments would be prepared to accept this
reasonable compromise.

We are now at the crossroads in the movement toward our
comraon goal of better and more effective intellectual pro
perty protection. Certainly, the achievement of this goal
is in the best interests of ail countries without regard to
différences in political, social or économie Systems. The
IPO will provide the framework for international coopération
needed to advance toward our common goal. Therefore we
support - and urge others to support - the establishment of
the IPO.


