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)  DECLARATION OF THE FRENCH DELEGATION

The French Délégation bas studied with great care ail the
drafts submitted to the Committee.

These drafts are essentially inspired by two considérations

of. différent sorts: one, corresponding to the resolution adopted
in October 1962 by the Permanent Bureau of the Paris Union and the

i , - , Permanent Committee of the Berne Union at a joint meeting, with the
object of strengthening and affecting an administrative reform of
the Unions; the other, appearing first in the proposais presented
to the Working Party and then to the Committee of Experts, aimed
at the establishment of an international Organization with a
Conférence, both open to States not members of the Unions.

m

It is generally accepted that a strengthening and an adminis
trative reform of the Unions are necessary, and the French Délé

gation is in favor of these airas,. It approves the establishment
of an Assembly for each Union and an Executive Committee for the

Paris Union and for the Berne Union,, as provided in the draft

Administrative Protocols to which the Délégation is prepared to
give its support, subject to certain réservations which it will

make knovm in due course.

The French Délégation also considers that inter-Union organs,
such as a Général Assembly and a Coordination Committee, may be

useful for discussion among ail the Member States of the adminis

trative and financial questions of common interest which arise.

Apart from the strengthening and the administrative reform

of the Unions, the second considération which bas inspired the
authors of the drafts submitted to the Committee, in particular
the draft establishing IPO, has been their concern to promote
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the discussion of matters of général interest concerning Che
protection of intellectual property between Member States of
a given Union and States not yet members.

France, whose policy of coopération with the developing
countries is founded on a knowledge and an understanding of
their difficulties and their needs, cannot but share to the full
this latter concern.

Indeed, it seems most désirable, in the eyes of the French
Délégation, that a Conférence should meet from time to tlrne, to
allow ail States--whethGr members or not of a Union--to compare
at regular intervais their views on the protection of intellectual
property. Such comparisons x<fould be in the interest of the Unions,
if only to encourage the accession of new members; they would
also be of interest to non-member States; and at the same time
they would contribute towards the progressive development of the
protection of intellectual création throughout the world.

In the same connection, it is important that States not
members of the Unions should be able to benefit, if they so desire,
from the technical-legal assistance afforded by these Unions. Impie'
mentation of the technical assistance programs of each of the Paris
and Berne Unions would, moreover, be one of the main subjects which
the Conférence would be called upon to discuss,

The French Délégation has given some thought to the question
of the framework within which the Conférence should be placed. It
inclines to the belief that, in view of the frequently asserted
autonomy of the Unions, on the one hand, and the widely differing
nature of the problems concerning the protection of industriel pro
perty and those concerning the protection of literary and artistic
property, on the other h^nd, the Conférence would only be truly
useful and constructive within the separate framework of each of
the two major Unions; for that reason, it seems logical that there
should be one Conférence for the Paris Union and another Conférence
for che Berne Union.

The French Délégation will submit other concrète proposais to
the Committee, in a constructive and practical spirit, with a view
to achieving the aims thus sought., in connection both with the
création of inter-Union organs and Che establishment of a Confér
ence for the Paris Union and the Berne Union,

The French Délégation considers that these proposais will
render it unnecessary to place the Unions under an unwieldy and
coraplex overall Orgaoization, whose usefulness and desirability
are not at présent apparent. Furthermore, it is not in a position
to accept Che principle itself of an international Organization
such as is contemplated in document AA/III/5.


