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ADDENDUM TO THE 
REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF B! RPI 

SINCE OCTOBER 1965 

COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 

l . Since the 1965 sessions of the Interunion Coordination 
Committee and the Executive Committee ·of .the Paris Union , 
BIRPI has continued its cooperation with the United Nations 
within the terms of its working agreement with that Organi 
zation . 

2. The present report covers the period from October 1965 
to August 1966 and has been held back so that any develop 
ments in the Forty-first Sess ion of the Economic and Social 
Council, which has recently terminated in Geneva , could be 
reported. 

United Nat ions General Assembly 

3. BIRPI was represented at the Twentieth Session of the 
Uni ted Nations General Assembly in New York in November 1965 
which considered and approved the Secretary-General's report 
on the Role of Patents in the Transfer of Technology to 
Developing Countries . Resolution 209l(XX ) r equested inter 
alia " that the competent international bodies including 
United Nations bodies and the Bureau of the International 
Uni on for the Protection of Industrial Property give parti
cU:~ar 'attention to requests from Governments of developing 
countries for technical assistance in the field of industrial 
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property legislation and admini stration." 

Asian Conference on Indust rialization 

4. A BIRPI r epre sent a t ive was present a t t he Asian Confer
ence on Industrialization in Manila in Dec ember 1965 and 
was able to dissuade the Conference from making certain 
recommendations to the developing countries of the region 
on industrial property legisla tion which BIRPI felt would 
not be in their bes t int erests. He also expressed his dis
agreement with the stat ement in one of the working papers 
that no deve loping country of the ECAFE region would stand 
to gain any advantage from membership of the Paris Union 
and the paper was not recommended for further consideration. 

Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and 
Technology to Development 

5. In November 1965 in New York and March 1966 in Genev a , 
BIRPI was represented at mee tings of the Advisory Committee 
on the Application of Science and Technology to Development. 
The report contains t he following passage of particular 
interes t to BIRPI: 

"Easing the Financial Burden of Know-How 
Acquisition 

120. The Committee att aches special importance 
to possible means for reducing the cost of the 
acquisition and practical operation of foreign 
technology to emerging industries and countries. 
These possibilities might relate, for example, to 
financial assistance to the know-how recipients 
through loans or aid, provided to the know-how 
suppliers by either their own Governments directly, 
for example, out of aid alloc ations, or indirectly, 
through tax concessions or guarantees, or from 
international financial resources. Reference was 
made to t he special possibilities available in the 
case of innovations which were in the public domain 
or had been developed by, or with, support from pub
lic, semi-public or non-profit agencies. 

121. The Committee looks forward to a system
atic study in this field by the Secretary-General~ · 
in consultation with the United International 
Bureaux for the Protection of Intellectual Property 
(BIRPI) ·and other international and national bodies 
concerned (both public and private), with a view to
ward formulating specific proposals for remedial 
action . " 
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6 . The Commi ttee al so adopt ed a draft re s olut ion for a 
World Plan of Ac t i on f or t he Appl icat i on of Sc i ence and 
Technology to Development whi ch was l ater considered by · 
t he Economic and Social Coun cil (see be l ow ) . 

Economic Commiss ion f or Europe 

7. In April 1966, BIRPI was r epres ent ed at a Consult a 
t ion of Experts unde r t he auspice s of the Ec onomic 
Commission f or Europe which dis cussed the t r ansfer of 
know- how. The meet ing not ed t he int erest of BIRPI in 
the subj ec t of know- how so f a r as i t conc erned patent s 
and readily agr eed that f uture wor k would be cont i nued 
i n consul tat ion with BIRPI . 

Commi t tee for Industri a l Devel opmen t 

8. In April 1966, BIRPI was represented at the Sixth 
Session in New York of the Committee for Indu s t ri al Devel
opment. This wa s an imp ort an t Session as i t was t he l as t 
to take place be f or e the Commi t t ee is absorbed by the 
United Na tions Organi zat ion fo r I ndustri a l Deve lopment 
(UNOID) and the Commi t t ee had be f ore i t t he report of an 
Ad Hoc Committee (at which BI RPI was not repres ented) f or 
the e s tablishmen t of UNOID. 

9. This r eport contained inter ali a a dra f t resolut i on 
s et ting out the f unc t i ons of the new body . This was 
l argely inspi r ed by t he 21 dev e loping count ri e s amongs t 
t he 36 Member s of t he Ad Hoc Commi ttee and was finally 
accept ed a s a compr omis e . The Ad Hoc Committee report s 
direct l y t o t he General Assembly and , a s 21 Members of 
that Commit t ee made res ervat ions t o t he draf t r esolut ion, 
i t is probable that ther e will be f urther discussion 
before t he dr af t is adopted . 

10 . BIRPI 1 s conc ern r e l ate s to one of the pr oposed f unc 
t ions of UNOID whi ch is to propos e "measu r es for the 
i mprovement of the inter nat i onal sy~t em of i ndustri al 
property, with a view to accel e r at ing the t r ansfer of 
t echni c al know- how t o devel oping count ri es and t o s t r ength 
ening the role of pa tent s consisten t wi t h nat iona l i n t er
est s a s an incentive t o indus t rial innovat i ons. " 

11 . In t his connection, the Di rector of BI RPI has addr es s ed 
the fo llowing Note t o the Fore ign Minist ers of all Member 
States of the Paris Union which are a lso Members of t he 
Unit ed . Nations : · 
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"The Director of the Unit ed International 
Bureaux for the Protection of Intellectual 
Property (BIRPI) presents his compliments to 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of ........ . . 
and has the honour to cal l the attention of 
his Government- - as a member of both the United 
Nations and of the International (Paris) Union 
for the Protection of Industrial Property- - to 
the following matter concerning the proposed 
United Nations Organization for Industri a l 
Development (UNOID). 

As known , t he forthcoming session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations --start 
ing next month in New York- -will be asked to 
decide the establishment of UNOID and pass a 
resolution concerning its functions and organi 
zation. A draft resolution to this effect, a s 
proposed by the Ad Hoc Committee on the UNOID, 
is contained in UN document No. A/6229 and will 
be submi tted to the General Assembly . 

Among the proposed functions of UNOID appears 
the following : 

" . .. the Organization shall undertake . .. opera
tional activities, including in particular : ... 
(x) Proposing measures for the improv ement of 
the international system of industrial property , 
wi th a v i ew to accelerating the transfer of tech
n ical know- how to deve l oping countries and to 
strengthening the role of patents consistent with 
national interests as an incentive to industria l 
innovations " (Draft resolution, item I I. 2( a) (x ); 
see page 24 of the English text of document A/6229) . 

In view of the fact that the Paris Union and 
its Secretariat (BIRPI) have been created for the 
very purpose of improving the international system 
of industrial property, and in view of the fact 
that BIRPI is thP only intergove rnmental body 
specialized in all aspects .o f international · coop 
er a t ion in the ,i ndus tri al property field, it woul d 
seem to be indicated 

that the quoted passage of the proposed 
resolution be completed by an indication 
that UNO ID would propose any such measures 
i n close cooperation with the International 
Uhi on for the Prot ection of Industri a l Pro ---- --- ----------perty . 
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Such cooperat ion woul d be desi r abl e in order to 
secure better resul~s , a s , BIRPI has q. long exp er
i ence in the field. · It ·would ·a lso be indicat ed in 
o~der to·. avoid duplic ation as BIRPI is, and will 
continue to be , active in assisting developing 
countries . A summary of such activiti es is 
att ached as Annex A. 

The proposed r e fe rence t o cooperation would 
parallel similar r ef erences to other intergovern
mental organizations in other passages of the 
proposed resolution (see, for example, items 
(viii) and ( ix) of . paragraph 2 (a ) ) and would be 
in harmony with the provisions of the working 
agreement between the United Nations and BI RPI, 
whose text is attached as Annex B. Precedent 
for such reference is furn ished by uN General 
Assembly resolutions l713(XVI) and 209l(XX ) which 
deal with transfer of technology and which ex
pressly provide for t he cooperat ion of t he Int er
nationa l Union for the Prot ection of Industrial 
Property. 

Incident ally, it might be observed that the 
term "industria l property," used in the draft 
r esolution, s eems to be too broad, since it also 
encompasses t r ademarks which fall rather in the 
field of commerc e than t hat of industry. I t might 
therefore be p.cefer able to r eplac e " industrial 
property" by npr otection of inventions, " in the 
final te:;ct of the Resolution. 

The Direct or of BIRPI would appreciate it if 
the Gov ernment of .. . would take into considera
tion the above sugges t ions when formulating its 
instructions to i ts De l egation to the Twenty- first 
Session of the Gener al Assembly of the United 
Nations. 

August 2, 1966. " ' 

~The Annexes have not been reproduced? 

Economic and Social Council 

12 . In July 1966 , BIRPI was r epresented at the Forty
first Session of ECOSOC in Geneva . The Council approved 
the Report of the Adv i s ory Committee on the Application 
of Science and Technology to Development and the Report 
of the Committee for Industri.al Development . With regard 
to the former, the draft resolut ion for a World Plan of 
Action was consider ably r edrafted but still provides for 
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cooperation with interested bodies in the transfer of 
technology·. 

13 . With regard to the latter Report, a good deal of 
discussion took place on the draft resolution of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on UNOID, and, in regard to the para
graph on industrial property legislation (quoted in 
paragraph 11 above), the Delegate of the United Kingdom 
said that: 

"With regard to the functions to be performed 
by UNOI D, he hoped that the new organization, 
when tackling the question of t he internation-
al system of industrial proper ty, with a view 
to accelerating the transfer of technical know
how to developing countries and to strengthening 
the role of patents as an incentive to indus 
trial innovation, would work in close cooperation 
with the United International Bureaux for the 
Protection of Intellectual Proper ty (BIRPI) , 
which had done useful work in those various 
sphe r es. " 

14. The Council also adopted a resolution to hold an 
International Symposium on Industrialization during 1967 , 
probably in New Delhi. This provides for the participa
tion of intergovernmental organizations having a spec i al 
interest in industrial development. 

15. The Interunion 

Coordination Committee 

is requested to expr.ess 

its op i nion ~ the 

present report . 




