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REPORT

OR

THE RELATIONS DP BIRPI AM) UHCITRAL

1» Thîs document deals with the question cf tbe relations of
BIRPI with the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Law (UNGITRAl), It is suggested that the question be disôussed
under^item 5 of the draft agenda, entitled "Report en the Ac-
tivities of BIRPI sinoe the Last Ordinary Session (September
1966) of the Interunion Coordination Committee" (see document
CCIU/v/3).

2» A reference to this question is already contained in para-
graph^55 of document CCIu/v/3, It is stated there that UNCITRAL's
fimction is to promote "the progressive harmonization and unifi
cation of the law of international trade" (UN Général Assembly
Resolution 2205 (XXl) uf December 17, 1966. The full text of

-/• this resolution appears in Annex I to the présent document.)

5. "Industrial property and Copyright" have been indicated by
the United Nations as one of the seven topics falling within
the scope uf international trade (see the UN Légal Counsel^s
letter of March 15, 1967, to the Director of BIRPI, attached

•/• as Annex II to the présent document),

4* Thus it appears that UNCITRAL will concern itself with
industrial property and copyright, It is évident that the nature
^d degree of UNCITRAL's concem with these matters are of primary
interest to BIRPI. Adéquate coordination between the two agencies
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is a matter of great importance. The activities of the two
intergovemmental agencies should complément each other and
should net resuit in duplication.

5. The United Hâtions Secrétariat notified the Director of
BIfîPI of the création of UHCITRAX and invited him to make

comments and suggestions which may he helpful to UHCITRAL in
carrying eut its mandate (see Annex II).

6, The Director replied by a letter dated April 27, 1967
,/. (Ajinex III). This reply was acknowledged by the United

Nations Secrétariat through a letter dated June 15, 1967
./. (Annex lY). The Director of BIRPI supplemented his comments

of April 27, 1967, in a letter dated September 29, 1967
• /. (Annex Y) «

7. As can be seen from this correspondence, UNOITRAL
raises jurisdictional and other questions important for
BIRPI. It is for this reason that the Director of BIRPI

wishes to inform in full détail, through the présent report,
the members of the Paris and Berne Unions, and hereby invites
comments from them and from the Interunion Coordination Com-

mittee.

8• The Interunion Coordination

Committee is. in particular. invited

to comment on the policv outlined in

Annex III.
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UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL

ASSEMBLY > ^

Listr.

LIMIOED

Twenty-first session
Agenda item 88

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY.THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

./^n the report of the Sixth Gomraittee (A/6^9h and Corr..l_27

2205 (XXX). Establishment of the United Nations ComiPission
"on International Trade Law

The Général Assembly,

Recalling its résolution 2102 (XX) of 20 December 1965, by "which it requested
the Secretary-General to submit to the Général Assembly at its twenty-first session
a comprehensive report on the progressive development of the law of international

trade,

Having Gonsidered with appréciation the report of the Secretary-General on

that subject,Î7

Considering that international trade co-operation among States is an important
factor in prbmpting friendly relations and, oonsequently, in the maintenance of
.peace and security,

Recalling its belief that the interests of ail peoples, and particularly those
of developing countries, demand the betterment of conditions favouring the extensive

development of international trade,

Reaffirming its conviction that divergencies arising from the laws of différent

States in matters relating to international trade constitute one of the obstacles to

the development of world trade,

Having noted with appréciation the efforts made by intergovernmental and

non-governmental organizations towàrds the progressive harmonization and

*  Re-issued in English only for technical reasons.

1/ A/6396 and Corr.l and 2 and Add.l and 2.

67-00122
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unification of the law of international trade by proraoting the adoption of

international conventions, uniform laws, standard contract provisions, général

conditions of sale, standard trade terms and other measures,

Hoting at the saine time that progress in thls area has not been commensurate

with the importance and urgency of the problem, owing to a number of factors, in

particular insufficient co-ordination and co-operation between the organizations

concerned, their limited membership or authority and the small degree of

-participation in this field on the part of many developing countries,

Considerlng it désirable that the process of harmonization and-unification of

the law of international trade should be substantially co-ordinated, systeinatized

and accelerated and that a broader participation should be secured in furthering

progress in this area,

Convinced that it would therefore be désirable for the United Nations to play

a more active rôle towards reducing or removing légal obstacles to the flow of

international trade,

Noting that such action would be properly within the scope and compétence of

the Organization under the terras of Article 1, paragraph Article 13, and

of Chapters IX and X of the Charter of the United Nations,

Having in mind the responsibilities of the United Nations Conférence on Trade

and Development in the field of international trade,
!  p/

Recalling that the Conférence, in accordance with its Général Principle Six,-'

has va particular interest in proraoting the establishment of rules furthering

international trade as one of the most important factors in économie development,

Reçognizing that there is no existing United Nations qrgan which is both

familiar with this technical légal subject and able to devote sufficient time to

work in this field,

I

Décidés to establish a United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

(hereinafter referred to as the Commission), which shall have for-its bbject the

2/ See Proceedings of the United Nations Conférence on Trade and Development,
vol, I, Final Act and Report (United Nations publication.
Sales NoTI èU.II.B.ll), annex, A.I.l, p. 18.

/.
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promotion of the.progressive harmonization and unification of the law of

international trade, in accordance with the provisions set forth in section II

"below,

II

ORGAÏÏIZAXION Aiîl FIMCTIONS OF THE UKITEC NATIONS
COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW

1. The Commission shall consist of twenty-nine States, elected hy the Général

Assembly for a term of six years, exeept as provided in paragraph 2 of the présent

resolution. In electing the members of the Commission, the Assembly shall observe

the following distribution of seats:

(a) Seven from Afrîcan States;

(b) Five from Asian States;

(c) Four from Eastern European States;

(d) Five from Latin Araerican States;.

(e) Eight from Western European and other States.

The Général Assembly shall also have due regard to the adéquate représentation of

the principal économie and légal Systems of the worid, and of developed and

developipg countries.

2. Of the members elected at the first élection, to be held at the t'wenty-

second session of the Général Assembly, the terms of fourteen members shall expire

at the end of. three years. The Président of the Général Assembly shall select these

members within each of the five groups of States referred to in paragraph 1 above,

by drawing lots.

5. The members elected at the first élection shall take office on

1 January I968. Suhsequently, the members shall take office on 1 January of

the yéar following each élection.

U. The représentatives of members on the Commission shall be appointed by

Member States in so far as possible from among persons of eminence in the field

of the law of international trade.

5. Retiring members shall be eligible for re-election.

6. The Commission shall normally hold one reguiar session a year. It shall,

if there are no technical difficulties, meet alternately at United Nations

Headquarters and the United Nations Office at Geneva.

/...
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7. The Secretary-Général shall make available to the Commission the

appropriate staff-and facilities required by the Commission to fulfil its task.

8. The Commission shall further the progressive harmonization and unification

of the law of international trade by:

(a) Co-ordinating the work of organizations active in this field and

encouraging, co-operation among them;

(b) Promoting wider participation-in existing international conventions and

wider acceptance of existing model and ûniform laws;

(c) Preparing or promoting the adoption of new international conventions,

model laws and uniform laws and promoting the codification and wider acceptance

of international trade terms, provisions, customs and practices, in collaboration,

where appropriate, with the organizations operating in this field;

(d) Promoting ways and means of ensuring a.uniform interprétation and

application of international conventions and uniform laws in the field of the

law of international trade;

(e) Collecting and disseminating information on national législation and

modem légal developments, including case law, in the field of the law of

international trade;

(f) Establishing and maintaining a close collaboration with the United Nations

Conférence on Trade and Development;

(g) Maintaining liaison with other United Nattions organs and specialized

agencies concerned with international trade;

(h) Taking any other action it may deem useful to fulfil its functions.

9» The Commission shall bear in mind the interests of ail peoples, and

particularly those of developing countries, in the extensive development of

international trade.

10. The Commission shall submit an annual report, including its recommandations,

to the Général Assenbly, and the report shall be submitted simultaneously to the

United Nations Conférence on Trade and Development for comments. Any such comments

or recoramendations which the Conférence or the Trade and Development Board may wish

to make, including suggestions on topics for inclusion in the work of the Commission,

shall he transmitted to the Général Assembly in accordance with the relevant

provisions of Assembly resolution I995 (XIX) of 30 December 196^^. Any other

/•••
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recoramendations relevant to the work of the Commission which the Conférence or the

Board my wish to make shall be similarly transmitted to the Général Assembly.

11. The Commission may consu2.t with or request the services of any

international or national organization, scientific institution and individuel

expert, on any subject entrusted to it, if It considers that such consultation

or services might assist it in the performance of its functions.

12. The Commission may establish «appropriate vrorking relationships with

intergovernmental organizations and international non-governmental organizations

concerned with the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of

international trade.

III

1. Requests the Secretary-General, pending the élection of the Cotumission,

to carry out the preparatory work necessary for the organization of the work of the

Commission and, in particular:

(a) To invite Member States to submit in writing before 1 Jtxly 19^7} taking

into account in particular the report of the Secretary-General,^/ comments on a
programme of work to be undertaken by the Commission in discharging its functions

under paragraph 8 of section II above;

(b) To request similar comments from the organs and organizations referred

to in sub-paragraphs 8 (f) and (g) and in paragraph 12 of section II above;

2. Dfeçide's to include an item entitled "Election of the members of the

United Nations Commission on International Trade Law" in the provisional agenda

of its twenty-second session.

1^97th plenary meeting,
17 December 196d,

3/ A/6396 and Corr.l and 2 and Add.l and 2.
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to Docxunent GCIU/V/9

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

NEW YORK

AooNces • UHATICJNB HCWYDHK ' ASBtaac rcc«aaAVHieUK

IB 130 (ll-l) March 196?

Dear Sir,

Qû 17 Dôoember 19^6 tiie Général Assembly adopted unapintouBly

résolution 2205 (JXI), a oopy of «ihich is enclosed for oonvenienoe,
eetablishing a United Nations Commission on International Trade

Law (UNCITRAL) for the purpose of promoting tbe progressive
hafmonizatlon aiad unification of the law of international 'trade.
The CommiBsion wlll conaist of twonty^-nine States, and itd

members wlll bé elected by the Général Aaeeably at lté twénty-
second seeeion.

Pending the élection of the mamberB of the ConmiBsiob, the
Général Asaembly, in paragraph 1 of eectionTII of the reeolution,
«quested the Secretary-Genoral to oarry out the preparatory
worlc neceoeary for the organiaatlon of the worlc of the ComnisBion.

In partlcularj the Seoretary—General was requeated to invite

Uernber Statea and the organe and organiaatlona conoerned to aùbmlt

in'writing before 1 July 196?» taking Into aocount the eœloaed
report of the Secretary-Genoral (a/6396 and Corr.l and 2 and

Add.l and 2), oomœenta on a programme of work to "be undert^ken
by the CommiBsion in dieoharglng Its funotlons under paragraph 8
of section II of the reaolutionf

Aa regards the acope of the future aotivltiea of the

Gonmieelon, it may bo recalled that in paragraph 10 of the

Professer G. H. 0. Bodeohausen
Director

United International Bureaux
for the Protéotion of Industriel,
Literary and Ârtistlc Property
32, Chemin des CoXombettes
Place de Nations
Oeneva

Switzerland
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

Seoretar^MîeneraX's report the expreasioa "law of International
r

trade"^ vaa âefined as the "body of rulee goTernlng oomneroial

relationshlpe of a private lav nature involvlng différent

countrlea. It aas also Indloated that the followlng are

exaiQ)les of foplos folling vdthin the acope of the law of

International tradet

(a) International sale of goodet

(l) Fonoation of contractai

(il) Agenoy arrangements!

(m) Brolusive aale arrangenents*

(h) Kegotiahle Instruisents and hanker'a oomerclal oredlta.

(o) Lawa relating to conduot of hualneas aotivitiea

pertaining to International trade.

(d) Inaurance»

(e) Tranaportatiom

(i) Carriage of gooda tj seai

(11) Carriage of gooda hy air;

(m) Carriage of gooda hy road and ralli

(iv) Carriage of gooda hy inland «aterways.

(f) Induatrial property and copyright.

(g) CoBneroial arhitration.

I would «eleome any oonasanta and auggeatlona whioh nay be

helpfUl to the Comialesloa In carryicg out Ita mandate. On*

aapecty ooncerning «faloh I am confident that conmenta and

mjggeationa would be of particular value to the Conniaslon in

oottfiidering the organisation of ita work, ia the (jueatlon of

toplOB and prioritiea. ^e Commisalon œay be expected to devote

lté attention at an early stage to the sélection of topics for

harmonisation and unification and to the order of prlorlty in

the work programme of the ConmlBaion. In paragraph 223 of the

Seciretary^-Oeneral's report (1/6396)» It was stated that there
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UNITED NATIONS 1^1 NATIONS UNIES

ia no serit in formlatiag a eocrventioa or uniform lav on a

subject ïdiich would not appreciaMy benafit international trade

The report «ont on to say

"Aooorditagly, it le Bost iïsportacfe that any atteopt at

unification and harmoaiBation ehould be preoeded "by a

thorough ssaroh for th® rig^xt and ripe tspica. It ia

eeediirtlaX that the eeleetlon of the toplos should he

dons in close oollahomtion betvmen légal experts and

tyade exports faœiliar with the requireffionte of

international trade atsd its prioritiess and awaro of

wh&t roaults oan he reallatically achieved-"

I would ho grateful if, as provided ia Gîeneral Asseïiibly

résolution 2205 (XXl), you would forward aot later than 1 July

1967 any «rltten co^œnte you may wlsh to s^e on this.matter*

Tours sinoerely,

0« A. Stavropoulos
Under-Secretary
Légal Counsel
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B,I.R,P,I.

deneva, April 27, 1967

Dear Mr. Under-Secretary,

1. On March. 13, 1967, you wrote me (LE 1^0 (ll-l)) asking
for comments on a program of work to be undertaken by the
recently established United Rations Commission on International
Trade Law (URCITRAL). You -wrote that comments should take into
account Report Ro, A/6396 of your Secretary-General and should
particularly deal with the question of topics and priorities.

2» I wish to thank you for your invitation to make comments
on the possible program of activities of URCITRA.L. I am going
to inform the compétent assemblies and comraittees of our Member
States about yo-ur invitation and the présent reply when they
convene later this year. But since their meetings will take
place after the deadlineof July 1, 1967, fixed in your letter,
I am going to make some comments in the présent letter and may
supplément them after the said meetings.

3* Pirst of ail, I "wish very sincerely to "welcome the es
tablishment of'URCITRAL. It has an important and interesting
task bèfore it. Speaking, as it -will, in the name of the
United Rations, its voice -will doubtless be heard in ail the -
capitals of the iforld and its authority -will soon be generally
recognized.

4* I also -wish to offer BIRPI's full coopération in the
tasks -which- lie ahead of UROITRAL. We shall do our best,
in the fields which are ours since the eighties of the last
century, that is, the fields of industrial property and
copyright, to contribute to the effective realization of
URCIIRAl objectives.

Mr. Constantin A. Stavropoulos
Under-Secretary
Légal Counsel,
United Rations

Rew York, R.Y.
U.S.A.
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5, Planning for such contribution will require Personal
contacts "between the Secrétariat of UKOITEAl and our Secré
tariat. May I therefore cordially, invite the Head and any
memher of the OTOITRA.! Secrétariat to visit us in G-eneva in
order to discuss questions of common ihterest. The sooner
such contacts are initiated the "better. We will ourselves
try to visit the TMOITRA-L Secrétariat in New York as soon as
an appropriate occasion arises and we hear from you that thls
would "be timely also in your opinion,

6. Relations "between UNQITRAL and BIRPI should, in my view,
he formalized. UNCITRÂIi will prohahly establish a policy for
relations with intergovernmental organizations and it might
be necessary to leave this question until such policy has been
fixed, I would appreciate it if you could let me know, or
UNCITRAL's Secrétariat could let me know, when the possibili—
ties for concluding a formai agreement of coopération will,
as far as UNOXTRAL is concemed, exist, We are ready to
enter into negotiations at any time.

7» I shall now deal with Ohapters III and XV of vour
Report (document A/6396).

8, Normative Régulations (paragraph 191)» Among the most
successful normative régulations by multilatéral troaties
are the Paris Convention for the Protection of' Industrial
Property (hereinafter referred to as "the Paris Convention")
and the Berne Convention fur the Protection of Literary and
Artistic Works (hereinafter referred to as "the Berne Con
vention"). They can be called successful because they regu-
late much of the industrial property and copyright law,
because they have 77 and 55 Member States, respectively, and
because they have constantly modemized—through periodic
revisions--dTiring the 84 and 81 years, respectively, of their
existence.

9* Model Laws (paragraphe 192). The final text of BIRPI's
Model Law for Developing Côuntries un Inventions is, I think,
already in your possession. The final text of BIRPI*s Model
Law for Developing Côuntries on Trademarks, Trâde Names, and '
Unfair Compétition, is in the hands of our printer and will
be available within a few weeks. The draft of BIRPI*s Model
Law for Developing Coiintries on Industrial Designs will
probably be published early next year. Pinally, it is planned
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to revise and make an improved version of the African Model
Law on Copyright established several years ago and, more
generally, to transform it intc a model law for developing
coimtries on copyright,.

10» Formulation of Commercial Customs and Practices

(paragraph 193). BIRPI has been and is in contact with the
United ÎTations Economie Commission for Europe in relation to
the work of formulating points to be covered in contracts
transferring or licensing patente! and non-patented technolo-
gical know-how.

11. Anproaches (paragraphe 196 to 198). G-enerally, BIRPI's
approach is world-wide. The Paris and Berne Conventions are
open to any country in the world. Some of the Spécial Agree-
ments existing under the Paris Convention are mainly used by
certain countries but this has historical reasons; they are
open to accession by any country party to the Paris Convention.
However, some of the formulating work of BIRPI is expressly
designed for developing countries. BIRPI's Model laws fall
into this category. They were dravm up with the advice of,
and for use by, developing countries. A Protocol dealing
with copyright law, submitted for adoption by the Diplomatie
Conférence of Stockholm next summer, would be open to develop
ing countries onlyc

12. Suitable Topics (paragraphe 203 to 207). There are
several topics which BIRPI considers suitable for inter
national régulation in the field of industrial property and
copyright. Many of them could be normally dealt with in the
course of the periodical revisions of the Paris and Berne
Conventions and Spécial Agreements, mentioned above. Prepara-
tory work on two other topics is well under way. One is the
plan for conoluding a multilatéral agreement for.facilitating
the filing of applications for patents for the same invention
in several countries and for facilitating the examination of
such applications. The plan, comraonly referred to as a plan
for a Patent Coopération Treaty ("PCT")* is described in our
docToment PCT/IRE/I uf which I enclose a copy in the présent
letter. It would bring about harmonization of concepts in
the patent field on several important points.

13. The other is the plan for concluding a multilatéral
treaty un the international classification of goods for the
purposes of registering industrial designs.
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14, Both treaties are expected to be established by diplo
matie conférences withln tbe next two years, It sbould be
noted that both toplcs correspond to the two criteria de-
scribed in paragraphe 205 and 204 of your Report: (i) they
are in a technical branch of the law and of world-wide inter-
est; (ii) there is an économie need—for the "POT," a most
iirgent need—for them, and the -unifying measures would have
a bénéficiai effect on the development of international trade,
since they would make protection of patents and industrial
designs cheaper, quicker, and simpler, both for their owners
and for the G-overnment anthorities which deal with the adminis

tration of industrial property laws.

15* It might be of interest to note that some of BIRPI's
treaties had also the "radiation effect" described in para-
graph 205 of your Report« Por example, in the registration
of trademarks, several countries follow the international
classification of goods and services established for the
purposes of such registration by an Agreement concluded in
1957 without being party to that Agreement.

Progress ard Shortcomings of Présent Work "(paragraphe
208 to 210), It might be useful to note that BIRPI's efforts
do not suffer, or suffer only to a very small extent, from
the shôrtcomings enumerated in paragraphe 208 to 210 of your
Report, In the whole history of BIRPI, there is only one
draft treaty which has not yet culminated in an international
conférence (see paragraph 210(a)). Developing countries of
recent independence (paragraph 210(b)) have been most active
in BIRPI's activities;; in the formulation of model laws,
they participated without the participation of any developed
countries,' While it is true that BIRPI does not command
"world-wide acceptance" (paragraph 2l0(c))--and in this, it
does not differ from any other Organisation, including the
United dations—, it does have 82 Member States, which, as
formulating agencies go, means that BIRPI's membership is
larger than that of most other such agencies. (The nimiber
does not include territories, like the number quoted for
the International Chamber of Commerce^, but only sovereign
States.) The statement that "none /of the formulating agen
cies/ has a balanced représentation of coimtries of free
enterprise économies, countries of oentrally planned écono
mies, developed and developing coimtries" (paragraph 2l0(c)),
certainly does not apply to BIRPI since Bulgaria, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, Rumania, the Soviet Union,
and Yugoslavia, are among its members, and since more than
half of its'members are "developing" countries according to
"UN criteria.
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17» As far as coordination and coopération among formulating
agencies is concemed (paragraph 210(d)), BIRPI can see occasion
for usef-ul action "by IMCITRALo It is hoped that OTOITRAL will
recognize BIRPI^s général jurisdiction in its field, at least
when activities are world-wide in their scope, and will assist
it in its efforts to eliminate or prevent duplication by other
agencieso

Rôle of the United Nations (UITOITMl)

18, I believe tbat surveying by URCITRAL of the field of the

various international activities -would be most useful (para-
graph 215). BIRPI is ready to contribute within its compétence
to the accomplishment of such a task»

19- I believe also that UROITRAl could perform a useful
service in coordinating the work .of organizations active in
the trade law field and encouraging coopération among them
(paragraph 227(a)),

20, I believe that BIRPI's Member States, the ove2?whelming
majority of which are Members also of the United Nations,
■woilLd welcome and appreciate it if the United Nations would
recommend the adoption of treaties administered by BIRPI
by countries not yet parties to them the adoption of
législation by developing countries on the basis of BIRPI's
model laws (paragraph 227(b)). I believe that, in view of
the great moral authority the United Nations has, such recom
mandations would be among the most useful contributions
UNGITRAL could make to the promotion of the development of
the law of international trade in the fields of industrial
property and copyright»

21, Nhile we w-ould also welcome the promotion by the United
Nations of the adoption of new treaties in our field (para
graph 227(c)), I do not see the usefulness of the United
Nations itself taking over the rôle of "formulating agency"
in the field of industrial property and copyright (paragraph
227(c)) or convening itself international conférences for the
adoption of conventions in this field (paragraph 217). The
présent membership, and the composition of the membership,
of BIRPI is suffioiently world-wide and représentative of ail
tendencies to have a balanced view of existing needs? moreover
BIRPI has alreàdy a very great experience in the field of its
specialization.
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22. As to paragraph. 218, it should be noted that there is
no draft instrument prepared by BIRPI in the past which could
be revised and submitted for action by the United dations,
I can, of course, see cases where, in other fields, the
United Nations, could usefully perform such activities. and
itself become a formulating agency, but, since these would
not concem industrial property and copyright, I shall re
frain from specifying them.

23- As to collecting and di s s eminat ing information on
national législation and modem légal developments (para-
graph 227(e)), it should be noted that, as far as the law
of industrial property and copyright is concerned, BIRPI has
a reasonably complété collection of ail national laws and
régulations promulgated in the last one himdred years or more,
that its monthly reviews—appearing uithout interruption since
the foTondation of the Paris and Berne Unions—contain much of

this législation in Prench and English, that the same reviews
contain articles reflecting the views of courts, professera,
lawyers, and other specialists, and that they also contain
accounts on such modem légal developments as pending bills
and international proposais. We shall be glad to fumish to
the Secrétariat of UNCITRAL any information which it may wish
to have and which we either have at our disposai or can reason
ably procure, in order to assist it in its tasks described in
paragraph 234- As soon as it is agreeable to the Secrétariat
of UNGITRAL to receive publications and documents, we shall
be glad to discuss with them their needs and will do our best
to satisfy them.

24. In conclusion, I wish to call your attention to two
forthooming meetings, namely the Diplomatie Conférence of
Stockholm (see document S/lNP/l, copy enclosed) and a com-
mittee of experts on the Patent Coopération Treaty ("PCT")
to be held in Geneva. The first will take place from Jiuie 12
to July 14, the second from October 2 to 10. If the Secré
tariat of UNCITRAL could, and would wish to, participate in
either, please let me know. I shall then ask the Govemment
of Sweden, host of the Stockholm Conférence, to issue an
invitation to that Conférence, and, as far as the "pCT"
meeting is concemed, I shall send an invitation myself.

Sincerely yours,

G.H.C. Bodenhausen

Director
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NEW YOEK

OA.«l.eAoo««Ba -UNATIQNB NCWYOKK- AûHt.at-rxtKUSAt'M.eu*;

XE 130 (n-X-1) 13

Oear Mr« Bodehhauaen^

Xhâak you atuch for your letter of 2? April 196? azxà
for yoTir offer of co-operatioa with UKCimâJÙ wfaich^ I m isure,
will contribute to the roalization of the CossHisalon's objectiTos»

I share jovir view that in ordor to bring about an effective
co-operation it would be désirable to establish personal contacts
at the Secrétariat level» I am glad that 1^, Woodiey bas
aOreedy met with Mr® Sloan, Director bf the Général Légal
Divislonj» and. îfr» Gontlnij Ghlef of the Intematioiiai Trad© Law
Branch, md we are Xooking fon^ard to i^re contacts in the future^

Concerning th© relationship UKCI'KUL and BIEH, it
l^^vided in paragraph 12 of Général Asss^ly resolution 2205
(aXX) th&t th© Gonmdssion may establish appropriât© irorking
relationships 'with Inter-^overniaental organisations concemed
with the progressive harmonisation snd unification of the Xaw of
international trade« It is expecfesd that thie mtter ̂ 11 be
considered by th© Commission at its first session in 1968* lïntil
then it would not therefor© seem necessaxy to ̂ ©r Into
negotiations for th© ©sts.bl3.shmeat of formai reXstionshlpSa

1 bave read with Interest the description of the projects
in which BISFI is activaXy engaged at thivS tirne# In order to
assist UWCIÎEAL in carrying oui its toictlon of co-ordination#
we intend to submit to it a short report bringing up to date the
information contained in the Secretary-General^s report (A/6396)
concerning the work of organisations active in thls fisOd# Any
further information that you mlght wish to forward for inclusion
in that report would therefore ba welcomea

/̂«««

Hr* Ge H« C« Bodenhausen
Director
United International Bureatac for the
Protection of Ihtellectual Property
32, Chemin des Colombettes
Geneva

Switserland



aciu/v/9
Annex IV^ page 2

UNITED NATIONS WmjS NATIONS UNIES

The eonnents and si^gestioûs contained lu your letter
regarding fche futur® work progrûiïBûQ of UNCI'HIAL azid;^ if possible^
,8isy other obserrations received froai you afber the meeting of th©
goveramental organs of BIRPI, will be made available to th©
Cojsioiis&ion»

Regarding jovr kind offar to fumish this Office with
information on national législation and modem légal developments
in the fiold of induatrial property and copyright, I expect that
UNCITRAL, at its flrst session, will discuss ways and means of
implementing the function of collecting and disseminating
information in the field of international trade law, as provided
in paragraph ô (©) of the Général Aaseoibly resolution# I will
inform the Commission of your offer of assistance and will advise
you of any décision that the Commission may reach in this mattera

I should like to thank you for yotar suggestion about the
possible participation of the UÎJCITRAL Secrétariat in the
Stockhola Intelleotual Property Conférence beginning on 12 June
and in the meeting of a Connlttee of Experts on the Patent
Co-cperation Treaty to be held in Geneva in October of
this year# Since Mr. Mayer Gabay of the Department of Economie
and Social Affaira ie attending the Stockholm Conférence aa
tinited Nations Observer, it la not necessary for this Office to
participate» It also does not seem likely at this time that
I will be able to send a member of this Office to Geneva for the
POT meeting. However, in view of our interest in the
hermdniaatlon of the law relating to intellectual property, I
would be grateful if you would send us the documentation and
other relevant information concemlng the meeting.

îours sinceroly.

0. A. Stavropoulos
Under-Secretary
Lagal Counsel
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B.I.R.P.-I.

Geneva, SeptemBer 29, 1967

Dear Mr. Under-Secretary^

I am -vfritxng you in further reply to your letter of
June 13, 1967 (receipt of which was acknowledged Dy us on
June 27, 1967), concerning the "bringing up to date of tlie
survey contained in your document A/6396 re. URGITRÂL
(your reference LE.130 (ll-l-l)).

Since you have already kindly indicated tliat you will
make available to XJEGITRÂJj the coraments and suggestions
contained in my letter to you of April 27, 1967, I shall
here merely hring up to date the information contained in
that letter. For your convenience, I enclose a copy of
that letter, and shall refer below to the numbered para
graphe thereof.

Ad par. 2 : The compétent bodies of our Member States
are convened for December 18 to 21, 1967, at Geneva. The
Unlted hâtions has been invited to be represented by ob-
servers.

•Ad car. 8: The membership of the Paris Union has risen
from 77 to 79, and that of the Berne Union, from 55 to 58.

Ad par. 9: The Model Law for Developing Gountries on
Trademarks, Trade Uames, and Unfair Gompetition has been.
published in printed form in the meantime. I send you^here-
with a copy of this publication. Pages 9 and 10 contain a
summary of the history of how this Model law was drafteds
It might be of particular interest to UhCITRAL since it
illustrâtes oun modus urocedendl,

Mr. Constantin A, Stavropoulos
Under-Secretary
Légal Counsel,
United hâtions

New York, h,Y.
U.S.A.
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Ad "par. 101 Ve continued^ during the last month^,to
advise th.e XJnited Nations Economie Commission for Europe
in connection with its work re transfer of patented and non-
patented teohnological know-how, The ECE, as you knov, is
working on a formulation of commercial customs and practices
in this field.

Ad nar. 11; As to the Model Law mentioned in this para
graphe see paragraph 9> above. The Protocol referred to in
the same paragraph was adopted last July by the Diplomatie
Conférence of Stockholm* The text of the Protocol as in-

corporated in the Stockholm Act of the Berne Convention is
attached to this letter.

Ad par. 12: The "PCT Plan" ■will be discussed here
next month by a committee of experts, to which we have
Invited the United Nations to send observers.

Ad pars 13 and 14; The Diplomatie Conférence on an
international classification for industrial designs is
scheduled to take place in Locamo, Switzerland, from
October 2 to S, 1968, The United Nations will in due
course be invited to be represented by observers.

Ad par. 16: BIRPI now has 84 Member States.

Ad -par. 24: The Diplomatie Conférence of Stockholm
took place, as scheduled, from June 12 to July 14, 1967.
It adopted a Convention establishing the World Intellectual
Property Organization, which, once the Convention comes
into effect will replace BIRPI, I am sending herewith a
copy of that Convention. The Stockholm Conférence also
revised.the Paris Convention, the Berne Convention, and ail"
the Spécial Agreements concluded under the Paris Convention,
The texts as revised are at your disposai but it should be
noted that they have not yet entered into force,

Sincerely yours,

G-,H,C, Bodenhausen
Director


