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UNION INTERNATIONAL£ 
POUR LA PROTECTION DE LA PROPRIETE INDUSTRIELLE 

Conference des Representants, Comite Executif, Deuxieme Session · 

INTERNATIONAL UNION 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY 

Conference of Representatives, Executive Committee, Second Session 

(Geneve, 26-29 septembre 1966) 

(Geneva, September 26 to 29, 1966) 

WOR K PLA N FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
IN THE PATENT FI ELD 

1. The Director of BIRPI received a letter and an 
aide memoirs, both dated June 30, 1966, from the 
Government._of the United States of America . Th ese 
texts are repro duced as annex es I and II to the pre­
sent. document. 

2. The att a ched communicati ons ask for a working 
party to be conv e ned in ord er to di s cuss problems in 
the field of pat e nts and draw up plans for futur e action. 

3. The Director of BIRPI would be Rlad to convene 
such a workin g group and has provided for it in th e 
draft pro gr am and bud get (see document CCIU/IV/5). 

4. He is of th e opinion th at when ·a list of prioriti es 
is to be considered , topics for pos sibl e inclusion in th e 
agenda of the pre paratory wor k for the Vi e nna Conf erence 
should be considered with particul a r att e ntion . 

5. As is known, th e Government of Austria invit ed 
th e member States of th e Paris Union , durin g th e confer­
ence of revision of Li sb on in 19 58 , to hold th e ir next 
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conferenco in Vienna . Such a conferenc o, it is 
boli8v od, could use fully tnkG place som o time 
bo two e n 1969 Bnd 1071. It could deal not only with 
the revision of th o Paris Conv e ntion but also with 
the Gstablishmont of possible new Special Agreements 
on industrial prop orty ques tions. Of cours e , once a 
first e xch a ng e of ideas has taken place in the work­
in ~ Eroup, th o Austrian Go ve rnm e nt wo ul d be sp e ci­
a lly consult ed by BI RPI as to its preliminary 
thinkin ~ both on a t8rg ot da t e a nd a tentative 
Age nd a. 

6. Th o Exec ut ivo Committ ee is 

-~!1 V it_ 8 d t~ p; i V e -~t ~ fl d V i ~ £J. 

E..t:. the T~ugp; c ~_t ion~- £_On­

~i nod -~_12 .tb.~ pros e nt 

docum ont a nd its ~ nn o x Rs. 
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UNITED STATES MISSION 
TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

GENEVA, SWI TZE RL AND 

Dea r Mr. Director: 
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Th er e is e nclos ed an Aide-Memoirs on th e subject 
of international pat ent cooperation which has been 
pr epared by th e United States Government. Th e Aide­
Memoirs draws attention to certain critical patent 
probl ems which have eme r ged in recent years, and it 
takes not e of the num erous efforts which are under 
way to r esolve th e press in ~ patent problems of both 
dev e loped and d e velopin ~ nations . In the Aide­
Memoir s the Unit ed Stat es Gov ernment suggests that 
th e Paris Union would seem to be the appropriate 
forum to r evi ew th es e e ffort s with a vi ew to overall 
coordination. 

Th e United Sta te s Gov ernme nt desires th at the 
substance of th e Aid e-Memoire be discussed at the 
mee ting of th e Executive Committee of the Conference 
of Represe nt atives of the Pa ris Union which is to be 
he ld in Soptember 1966 . I hav e consequently been 
instruct ed to request you to circulate this Aide­
Memoirs as a docume nt for consid eration by the 
September me eti ng of th e Exe cutiv e Committee. 

Sincerely yours, 

(si v, ned) 

Charles H. Mace 
Mini ste r 

Enclosure: Aid e -M emoiro 

The Honorablo 
G.H.C. 8o de nhaus en, 
Director, 
Unit ed International Bureaux for the 
Prot ection of Int e llectual Property, 
32, ch emi n des Colombettes, 
Geneva. 
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D urin ~ th e pas t t wo dec ades th ere has bee n un­

pre ce dented t e chnolo gic a l deve lopment and a great 

expansion of int ernational trad e. This has r esult e d 

in large incre as e s of applic ations for pat e nts by 

nation a ls of industrializ ed countries both at home 

and . abroad. It is estima t ed that in 1965 about 650,000 

applications were fil e d world-wide, representin r, an 

incre as e of more th a n fift y perc e nt in ten years. 

As a r esult of th ese deve loome nts, certain 

critical pat e nt problems hav e .eme rg ed, e sp e cially 

for industri a lize d countri es. One of the most 

important of th e s e problems is that of th e largo 

backlogs of pa t e nt applications confronting countri es 

which hav e an ex amination syst em. Duplication of 

e ffort contribut e s haavily to th es e ba c klo gs in that 

about half of t~ e estima t ed 650,000 appl~ c ations 

fil ed world-wid o last y a~r we r e duplic at e s or sub­

stantial duplicat e s of applications fil ed e lsewhere . .. 
Th o Unit ed States Government notes that in the 

pres e nt difficult world-wid e pa t e nt situation, 

num erous efforts a r e und e r way and oth ers a re being 

considered to r eso l ve th e pressin g pat e nt problems 

of both dovolop ed and dov o lopin g nations. A r esolu­

tion of th e s o probl ems could r esult in ch e ~p e r, · fast er 

and more s e cure prot e ction for inv e ntions throughout 

the world with concomit a nt be nefits to the inv e ntors 

and th e go nor a l public as we ll a s to ~ ov e rnments. 

F urth e~ th o Unit ed St At es Gov e rnm e nt notes that 

th ere could be bett e r coordin a tion with resp e ct to 

th es e e ffort s, both na tion a l a nd intern ational, in 

order to avoid duplic ation of effort on the on e hand 

and, on th e oth er, to insure that vital subj e cts aro 

consid ered. 
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The Paris Union being universal in scope 

realistl.cally seems to be an ap.propriate foru·m to 

review these efforts with a view to overall 

coordinatiori. This Government therefore Wo~ld favor 

action by the Executive Committee authorizing the 

United International Bure~ux for the Protection of 

Intellec~u~l Properti (BIRPI) to convene a "working 

party" of interest~d cxamiriing patent offices . Paris 

Union countries who do riot have examination systems 

could, of course, attend. This "working party" 

would (a) review the present efforts being under­

taken nationally and internationally; (b) · consider 

what are the most important i~pics to be dealt with 

in the light of existing patent problems and; (c) 

establish a list of priorities for further considera­

tion of th ese topics in order to move forward toward 

posiible solutions to the problems of e xamining 

patent offices and for further act ion . 

United States Mission, 

Geneva, June 30, 1966. 




