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1~ ~~~ ~v~r-i~cre~sing number of national .. ~nd !nt~r-
nat ~anal registrations of industria 1 d estg~s ' ha~ shown 
the need for a. mor~ detailed and uniform classification 
of' such designs . 

. 2. This emerged from the replies received in 1963 
and 1964 from member States of the Paris Union to a 
circular . addressed . to . them by the QireQto~ of BlR~l. 
These replies confirmed the sense cif the r~solution, 
adopted by the Diplomatic Conferepq~ ~t The Hague in 
No~~rnber 196Q, concerning the establishment · c;:lt -~IRPl 
of a Co~mitt~e of Experts "entru~ted . with th~ pfepa
ration of a draft Inte~natio~ai Desi~n Gla~sfficati~~." 

3. ; ;rn the light of these ' f ·acts, ttie _ Di~e .ctor of : 
BIRPI asked the memb~r States . of the Pari~ · Uhi~n ~o 
appoint experts who would be i~structedt~ advi~e him 
on the possibility of est~blishi~g an i~ternatio~al 
classification for industrial design~. ~-

4. Th~ foliowing thirteen States, members of th~ · 
Paris Union, app6inted experts: Austria, Czechp~ 

slo0akia~ Denmark, Franc~. It6ly_~ Neth~rl~nds, ~~r~ay, 
:·Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerlahd, United Kingdom, 
~nd United States of America~ these e~perts , met in ,-
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Geneva at the headquarters of BIRPI~ in October 1964. 
They adopted a preliminary draft international classi
fication and recommended that it should be transmitted 
to all member States of the Union~ to enable them to 
express their opinions on the subject. 

5. In answer to this wish~ the Director of BIRPI 
again consulted the member States of the Paris Union 
and, on the basis of the replies received, convened a 
second Committee of Experts with the task of putting 
the finishing touches to the preliminary draft adopted 
in October 1964~ in the light of the proposals for 
amendment presented by thirteen member States (Austria, 
Denmark, Finland, Germany (Federal Republic), Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, 
United Kingdom, United States of America, and Yugo
slavia), and--more especially--of expressing its opinion 
on the best way ·to ·give the classification the frame 
designed to ensure its application~ 

6. This Committee of Experts met in May 1966. It 
was composed of experts from th e following nineteen 
States~ members of the Paris Union: Algeria~ Austria, 
Belgium~ Czechoslovakia~ Denmark, Dominican Republic, 
F~~nce; G~r~any ~Federal Republic), Italy, Mexico, 

" Nethe~la~ds~ Norway~ Poland, Spa i n, Swederi~ Switzerland, 
Uhi6n of So~iet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, 
and United States of America. 

. . ' . . . . ,. . ., . . 
7. · The . results of .the work of this second Committee 
of Experts (document bM/32/9/Rev.) were communicated to 
member States of the Paris Union in June 1966. 

·• I'' 

8. . It emerged frcim. th~ ~bci~e Repo~t that the expe~ts 
we~e ' of th ~ ' unanimou~ opi~ion th~t there was a need for 
an ind~pendent · internat16nal classification for i~-

· dustrial designs (Report, C~a~ter III; ~~ction A, in 
fine), and that this classification sho~ld be established 
under a .. specl.al agreement similar to the Nice Agreement 
con;e~niHg ~he Internation~l Classification b~ Goods and 
S~~vi~~~ to ~hich ~rademarks a~~ Applied (R~port, . ' 
Chapt~r Iti; Sectio~ C)~ . 

9. As regards the possibility of convening a diplo-
matlb 6onference for the , purpose of adopting _the special 
agreem~nt ; thus envisaged, the Committee of . Ex~erts heard 

' two declarations (Report~ · C~apter III~ Seption D, second 
par~jra~h)~ bne by the r~presentati0e ; of the Oirector of 
BIRPI~ stating that the Conference Room and th~ sec~e
tariat of BIRPI could be made available for the purposes 
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of the confer e nc e , if it were decided to hold it in 
Switzerland, and the other by the expert of Switzer
land to the effect that, subject to the decision of 
the Swiss Government, he would be glad to recommend 
that Switzerland should lend its good offices for 
the convening of such a conference. 

10. In the light of the above 

considerations, the Execu

tive Committee of the 

Conference of Representa

tives of the Paris Union 

is invited to advise the 

Director of BIRPI on the 

preparation of the work and 

the convening of a diplo

matic conference whose task 

would be to pronounce on 

the draft of a special agree

ment concerning the inter

national classification of 

industrial designs . 






