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AGREEf-1ENT WITH THE I NTERNATI ONAL PATENT INSTITUTE 

Report of the Director of BIRPI 

1. In its second session (December 1967), the 
Conference of Representatives of the Paris Union 
noted with approval the plans of the Director of 
BIRPI for the conclusion of a new working agree
ment with the International Patent Institute, 
designed to bring about closer cooperation between 
BIRPI and that Institute (see document CR/II/15, 
paragraph 22). 

2. Negotiations with the said Institute resulted 
ln the text reproduced in the Annex to this docu
ment. 

3. The Executive Committee 

of the Paris Union is invited 

to approve the Agreement re

ferred to above. 
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A G R E E M E N T 

Between 

THE UNITED INTERNATIONAL BUREAUX 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

(BIRPI) 

and 

THE INTERNATIONAL PATENT INSTITUTE 

Article 1 

Mutual Representation at Meetings 

(1) The United International Bureaux for the 
Protection of Int e llectual Property, hereinafter referred 
to as "BIRPI," will invite the Internatiohal Patent 
Institute to be represented by observers : 

(a) in any diplomatic confe r ence of the 
Paris Union or any of the pre sent or future 
Special Unions e stablished in relation with 
the Paris Union; 

(b) in the discussions of such items on the 
agenda of the Conference of Representatives, 
Ass embly or Executive Committ ee of the Paris 
Union as . are of interest to the International 
Patent Institute; 

(c) in the meetings of any committee of 
experts or working group convened by BIRPI 
Y.Thich are of interest to the International 
Patent Institute . 

(2) The International Patent Institute will invite 
BIRPI to be r epr esented by observers: 

(a) in any diplomatic confer ence of States 
party to the Diplomatic Conference of June 6, 
1947, concerning that Institute; 

(b) in the discussi ons of such items on the 
agenda of sessions of the Administrative 
Council of t he International Patent Institute 
as are of int e r e st to BIRPI; 
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(Article 1, continued) 

(c) in any othe r mee tings organized by the 
International Pat ent Institute which are of 
inte r e st to BIRPI. 

Article 2 

Exchanges of Views Be tween the Executive Committee 
of the Paris Union and the Administrative Council of the 

Inte rnational Pat ent Institute 

(1) In orde r to maintain close contacts and create 
an opportunity for exchange s of views among r epre senta
tive s of Stat e s on matters of common inte r e st to BIRPI 
and the Inte rnational Pat ent Institute , members of the 
Executive Committee of the Paris Union and of the 
Administrative Council of the International Patent 
Institute will me e t from time to time . 

(2) The two bodies will decide , depending on the 
circumstance s and the nature of the matters to be dis
cussed, whe ther the se mee tings will include all their 
memb ers or will be limited to certain memb ers. 

(3) No decisions will be taken at these me etings. 

(4) The mee tings will be he ld alternat~ly : at 
Gene va and The Hague . 

(5) Thes e meetings will be pre side d ove r by the 
Chairman of the Exe cutive Commi ttee of the Paris Union 
when the y are he l d at Geneva, and by the Pre sident of 
the Administrative Council of t he Int e rnat i onal Pat ent 
Institute when the y are he ld at The Hague . 

(6) The Director of BIRPI and the Director General 
of the International Patent Institute will participate in 
these me e tings. Each may be accompanied or, if need be, 
represented by collaborators designate d by him. 

(7) As a rule , such meetings will be held once a 
year. 
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(8) The date and the agenda of these meetings will 
be established jointly by the Director of BIRPI and the 
Director General of the International Patent Institute, 
aft e r consultation with the Executive Committee of the 
Paris Union and the Administrative Council of the Inter
national Patent Institute, respectively. 

( 9 ) Invitations will be signed by both the Director 
of BIRPI and the Director General of the International 
Patent Institute . 

Article 3 

Consultations Between the Director of BIRPI 
and the Director General of the International Patent 

Institute 

(1) The Dire ctor of BIRPI and the Director General 
of the Internationa l Patent Institute will, from time to 
time, meet in orde r to discuss matt e rs of common int~rest 
to their Organizations. 

(2 ) Either of them may take the initiative in 
convening such meetings. 

(3 ) Similar meetings may a lso take place between 
other BIRPI and International Patent Institute officials 
appointed for that purpose by the r e spective Directors of 
the Organizations to which they belong. 

Article 4 

Mutual Representation 

(1 ) The Director of BIRPI and the Director General of 
the International Patent Insti-tute will each take appropriate 
steps to ensure a liaison between the two Organizations. 
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(2) For the purposes of such liaison, the Dire ctor 
of BIRPI and the Director General of the International 
Patent Institute may, depending on the circumstance s and 
intere sts of the ir r e spective Organizations, e ach appoint 
either a pe rmanent representative to the other Organiza
tion or else name an official from his own Organization 
who will ensure the liaison on a non-permanent basis. 

(3) The tasks, rights and obligations of this 
officia l will be the same as thos e of the r epresentative, 
as the y are de fin ed in this Article. 

(4) The Organization r e ce iving a permanent or 
temporary repre sentative from the othe r Organization 
will provide that r epresentative with offi6e space 
locate d in the building it occupie s, as well as with 
secretarial assistance. It will bear the se costs,-. as 
well as mail, t e l ephone , t e l egraph and tele x e xp enses. 

(5) The r epre s entative will r eport to the Director 
of the Organization to which he is r e sponsible . Unless 
the Dire ctor of that Organization decide s othe rwise , he 
will not have the power to bind th e said Organization. 

(6) The repre sent ative will be bound by the same 
rules of discre t i on that apply to the staff of the 
Organization to which he has been appointed, except, 
naturally, vis-a-vis the Organization to which he is 
responsible. 

(7) The representative will be associ~ted with such 
work of the Organiza tion to which he has been appointed 
as is of interest to the Organization to which he is 
responsible. 

Article 5 

Exchange of Documents and Publications 

(l) Subject to any measures which might be deeme d 
necessary in orde r to maintain the confidential nature of 
ce rtain documents, BIRPI will provide the International 
Patent Institut e fre e of charge with all documents and 
publications concerning BIRPI meetings, as long as such 
documents and publications a r e of such a nature as to 
intere st the Inte rna tiona l Patent Institute . 
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(2) Subj ect to any meas ure s which might be deeme d 
nec essary in orde r to ma intain the confidential nature 
of certain documents, the Int ernational Patent Institut e 
will provide BIRPI free of charge with all documents and 
publica tions conce rning International Patent Institute 
meetings, as long as s uch documents and publications are 
of possible int er e st to BIRPI. 

Article 6 

Spe cial Agreements 

(1) Within the framework of this Agre ement, sp ecial 
agreements may be conclude d whe re the de ve lopment of 
matt ers of common int er e st to BIRPI and the Interna tional 
Pa tent Institute make it advisable to bring about close r 
coope ration between the two Organizations in particular 
fie lds. Such sp e cial agreements may deal in particular 
with cooper'at ion conc e rning ICIREPAT, the Patent Coopera
t i on Treaty (PCT), the World Pa tent Inde x , and the Inter
national Pat ent Clas sificat ion; the y will de t e rmine , 
wher e applicable , the sharing out of any costs which such 
cooperation might ent ail. 

(2) The se sp ecia l agreements will be pr epar ed by 
t he Director of BIRPI and the Dire ct or Gene ral of the 
Int ernationa l Patent Ins tit ute. They will be a dopted and 
will ent e r into forc e in the s ame manner a s the present 
Agreement. 

Article 7 

Entry into Force 

(1) This Agreement will ent e r into forc e when both 
the Executive Committ ee of the Paris Union and the 
Administrative Council of t he Int e rnational Patent 
Institute have approved it. 

(2) Pending such approval, i t will be applied on a 
provisional basis . 
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Article 8 

Modifications 

Either Organization party to this Agreement may 
propose modifications. Such modifications will, at the 
joint proposal of the Director of BIRPI and the Director 
General of the International Patent Institute, enter into 
force in the same manner as the Agreement itself. 

Article 9 

Repeal of the Former Agreement 

The present Agreement replaces the former Agreement 
concluded by the exchange of l e tters of March 18 and 29, 
1955. 

G.H . C. BODENHAUSEN 
Director, BIRPI 

Done at Geneva on September· ... ,. 1968 

J. HAMELS 
Pre sident, Administrative 
Council of the International 
Patent Institute 

G. FINNISS 
Director General, 
International Patent 
Institute 




