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CH-1211 Geneva

Switzerland

07.01.2016/SM00316
Re: Requirements for National Registers
Dear Mr. Takagi

The PDG Working Group IMPACT at its 70. Meeting in Hanover on October 23-24, 2015 discussed the
item “requirements for national registers™. After a presentation of the analysis of several national registers
conducted by a PDG internal working group on the “gencral recommendations™ (see annex 1) the group
decided to approach WIPO with the following proposal.

“Send a questionnaire to national and regional patent offices that covers content,
functionalities and offices’ future plans with the purpose of developing a set of
recommendations regarding patent registers”

We hope that this imitiative will result in developing recommendations, which would cover users” needs, to
be endorsed by national and regional patent offices and implemented in their patent registers. These
recommendations will be also relevant to the work of the Legal Status Task Foree of the Committee on
WIPO Standards (CWS).

Users heavily rely on register information which 18 more detailed than cumulative sources like INPADOC.
This has made users aware that national registers have non-standardized features and content with non-
English language interfaces. To make this more efficient, the PDG has drafted recommendations from the
perspective of the user community and would like an opportunity to make its recommendations available to

all patent offices through WIPO.

To improve the prospects of a wide implementation of these recommendations, we propose that they be
presented for consideration by the CWS Members and, once approved, be published in a format similar to
“Recommended minimum contents for Intellectual Property Offices” web sites™ (Part 6.1 of the WIPO
Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation).

In addition, the group strongly supports the continued maintenance and updating by WIPO of the “Patent
Register Portal” on the PatentScope platform.. The portal was first presented to the group by WIPO in 2014,
In our opinion, it allows users to have more detailed information on how to access national registers online.
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2.

For further information, please contact the Chairman of the PDG Working Group IMPACT, Dr. Peter
Kallas (BASF SE) via E-mail (peter.kallast@basf.com).

Best regards.

A My,

Dr. Alexander Mullen

PDG Secretary General
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Enclosure to PDG communication to Mr. Takagi of 07.01.2016
Annex 1

General recommendations for national and regional patent registers

Online registers should provide at least:

. Complete colleclions

. Reliable priority search (at least by date)

. Clear legal status (including fee payments by the applicant)

. Latest document in full text {(or at least claims) in English (or at least machine-readable
so that machine translations can be obtained) for all published applications and granted
paients.

The following would also be desirable:

. Bibliographic search in English or at least a Latin-character text
Information through a single database/interface

Ability to follow pre- and post-grant events

File wrappers (English or at least machine-readable)

Change of ownership information where applicable

Update information
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