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Discussion points 

Legal framework - Rule 28 of the Common Regulations

Status in Operation Division and improvement plans

Operational challenges related to corrections

What are we receiving? Requests to correct:

Errors by the IB (obvious, not clear)

Errors by Offices (correctible within 9 months,

correctible after 9 months)



Rule 28 (I)

The IB shall correct an error in the IR ex officio or upon

request from a holder or an Office

An error attributable to an Office and the correction of

which would affect the rights deriving from the

international registration – may be corrected if the

request is received within 9 months from the date of

publication of the entry in the IR



Rule 28 (II)

No time limit for correction if the error is done by the IB

No correction of errors made by the holder

Notifications are sent to the holder, Designated Offices 

and the Office of Origin (if the request was not coming 

from a Designated Office)

Offices can refuse the correction: 

Rules 16 and 18ter apply



Status in Operations  Division

2080 pending corrections

Most of them from 2014 and 2015  

The IB receives 7 - 238 correction requests per week

The average number is 130 per week



Further improvements

Thoroughly analyze all incoming requests 

Improve the communication to users and Offices

Form for requesting a correction



Operational challenges and requests 

for corrections

No official form – letters and emails

New optional form will be available soon

From holders/applicants, Offices, internal & third parties

All requests need to be analyzed

Many are not acceptable



Processing corrections (I)

Request for correction in 

list of goods and services 

(from 2004). Nice ed. 8

2015

IB actions?



Processing corrections (II)
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Notifications to all 

designated countries 

+ holder

Notifications

New holder for 2 

countries (IRN

No1A)

7 transactions to be 

corrected



What can be corrected

An error in a fact recorded in the IR

An error can relate to any transaction and to any of the

information recorded in the IR

Requests to cancel/modify/expand/limit MM forms before

they have been recorded in the IR cannot be considered

a correction

Such requests by holders or Offices should be

processed as part of the initial request to which they

relate



Who can make errors?

Errors can be made by the IB or the Office of the

contracting party

Mistakes by holders are not errors from the correction

process point of view



IB errors

IB errors

Obviously correctable

Not clear (rule 12 and rule 13)



IB errors – clearly correctible (I) 



IB errors – clearly correctible (II)



IB errors in List of Goods & Services (I)

Requests related to rule 12 and 13 of the Common

Regulations.

Should this always be accepted? Currently no time limits

to request a correction in such cases apply



IB errors in List of Goods & Services 

(II)
Requests by Offices received in the IB in 2015:

No 1 ‘Vitamin beverages’ is classified in 32; should be in Class 5

based on the entry in the Alphabetical List for 'Vitamin preparations' in

Class 5

Date of international trade mark registration – 2013

Number of designated countries – 55. Currently protection granted in

36

No 2 ‘Interior design of yachts and private jets’ is classified in Class

37; should be in Class 42 based on the entry in the Alphabetical List for

'design of interior decor' in Class 42

Date of international trade mark registration – 2012

Number of designated countries – 15. Currentlyy protection granted in

12



Errors by Offices (I)

Errors correctible anytime:

Errors from an Office that do not affect the rights deriving

from the IR (non substantive elements) can be corrected by

a request of an Office at any time.

Correctible within 9 months:

Errors from an Office that affect the rights deriving from the

IR (substantive elements) can be corrected at the request

of that Office only within 9 months from the date of the

publication.

Not clear?



Errors by Offices – correctible within 9 

months (I)



Errors by Offices – correctible within 9 

months (II)



Errors by Offices – correctible anytime



Errors by Offices – not clear

Substantial?



Errors by Offices – not clear

Requests from Offices regarding mistakes by holders:


