
Copyright in the 
United States

REGISTRATION & RECORDATION



REGISTRATION



Copyright protection is automatic
in the U.S.



Registration is voluntary



What is required for a registration?



Application



Nonrefundable fee



Nonreturnable copy of the workNonreturnable copy of the work



Claims are registered when all legal
and formal requirements are met
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Online registration records available 
at www.copyright.gov



Certified copies made available 
upon request



When registration is denied



eService released to the public 
in July 2008
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Benefits of registration
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Results in a public record of the copyright 
claim, with information about the author 
and copyright owner.

If registration is made within 3 months of 
publication or prior to an infringement of the 
work, the remedy of statutory damages rather 
than actual damages is available. Also, if the 
copyright owner is the prevailing party he may 
seek attorney’s fees.

Depending on date of registration, 
certificate is prima facie evidence of the 
validity of the copyright facts stated on 
the certificate. 
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RECORDATION



Recordation is a ministerial function
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Documents pertaining to a copyright may
be recorded
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Certificate of recordation
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Screenshot of Voyager record from George
Recordations available online at 

www.copyright.gov



Benefits of recording documents
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Results in a public record of the contents 
of the document.

Establishes constructive notice, as 
opposed to actual knowledge, of the facts 
in the document if at the time of 
recordation, the document specifically 
identifies the work and the work has been 
registered.

In certain situations, will establish 
priorities between conflicting transfers. 
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The Copyright Office is planning to offer 
electronic filing of documents in the future
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RECORDS DIGITIZATION PROJECT
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Digitization project: index cards
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Digitization project: record books
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Digitization project: Catalog of Copyright 
Entries
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For 1978 and forward, records of all 
registration and recordations available online
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