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International Intergovernmental Organization

Since 1967

192 Member States

350 + accredited observers 

1300 staff from 120 countries

26 administered treaties
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What we do

We help governments, 
businesses and individuals 
make intellectual property 
work for innovation
and creativity
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WIPO
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WIPO Services
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Global IP Systems: Rationale and 
Commonalities

■To facilitate the acquisition of rights in multiple jurisdictions

■Special Agreements under Art. 19 of the Paris Convention
■ Closed» Systems
■ Slovenia and almost all countries in the Region are party to all!

■Procedural Treaties 

■Madrid and Hague Systems «Registration» Systems 
■ Access a centralized filing and management procedure
■ File one application, in one language and pay one set of fees for protection 

in multiple export markets

■PCT System provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and 
processing of patent applications

■ postpones the major costs associated with internationalizing a patent 
application

■ provides a strong basis for patenting decisions

■ harmonizes formal requirements

6
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• 152 contracting parties

• Latest accession: Jordan (2017), Cambodia (2016)

• 253 000 applications in 2018       3.9% growth in 2018

• 3,5 million applications in total

Patent Cooperation Treaty (1970)

• 104 contracting parties (covers 120 countries)

• Latest accession: Canada (March 2019)

• 61 200 applications in 2018          6.4% growth in 2018

• Since its inception in the late 19th Century, over 1 million (1,034721) trademarks have 
been registered under the Madrid System

• First sport trademark registration- Luxottica in 1947 registered a trademark for its  
sports glasses 

Madrid System (1891 and 1989)  

• 70 contracting parties

• Latest accessions: Canada, United Kingdom, San Marino, the Russian Federation

• 5,404 applications containing 19, 296 designs           3.7% growth in 2018 

• 34 700 international registrations in force in 2017 containing around 140 000 designs

Hague System (1924)
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In total, 2,078 sports-related applications[*] under PCT were published by WIPO in 

2018, a 9% increase on figures for 2017 (1,900 PCT applications) and a 41% 

increase on figures for 2014 (1,470 PCT applications).

TOP PCT SPORT-RELATED APPLICANTS (2014-2018)*

Applicant Sport-related PCT applications (published 
2014-2018)

NIKE 239

KARSTEN MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 77

3M INNOVATIVE PROPERTIES COMPANY 44

SONY CORPORATION 43

ICON HEALTH & FITNESS, INC. 43

ENPLAS CORPORATION 37

DECATHLON 28

GOLFZON CO., LTD 27

SHENZHEN ESMARTGYM SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CO., LTD 25

PARSONS XTREME GOLF, LLC 25

* Sports-related patent applications are those bearing relevant International Patent Classification (IPC) codes. These codes are 

used to classify patents and utility models according to the areas of technology to which they relate. WIPO selected several 

dozen IPC codes that related closely to sports. PCT applications represent a portion of worldwide patenting activity

Snapshot view of global patenting activity 

https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2019/article_0006.html#_footnote1


WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Global Databases and tools

PATENTSCOPE 

WIPO Translate 

Global Brand Database

State-of-the-Art Artificial 

Intelligence-Based Image 

Search Tool 

Global Design Database

WIPO Lex

WIPO Pearl
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TEQBALL Table ELAN – Folding Ski

Utility Model 

PCT application filed in Hungary in 

2013 (PCT/HU2013/000107, 

“Multi-purpose Sports Apparatus”). 

Patent 

PCT application filed in Slovenia 

in 2018 (PCT/IB2018/057350, 

“Folding Ski”).

Use of PCT – Some examples 
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Patenting and New Technologies  

A focus on Esports
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Use of PCT - Esports

Skillz is a Worlwide Leader in 

mobile eSports

Connects the world's 2.6 

billion mobile gamers 

through competition

18 million gamers use Skillz

to compete in mobile games 

across 13,000+ game 

studios

 8 International applications

SONY has developed a system 

that allows VR headset wearers to 

remotely spectate a live esports

tournament. 

 International application filed on 

August 22, 2018.
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Novak Djokovic –

Personal brand and 

trademarks

Lacoste - range of Djokovic-

branded clothing, apparel and other 

merchandise for general sale to 

fans.

Many athletes and sporting organization 

are leveraging their personal brands 

(built around their sporting success) to 

generate significant revenue through 

endorsement contracts with major 

sportswear and other companies.

Use of the Madrid System – Some Examples 
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Fédération Internationale de 

Football Association (FIFA ) 

Mark Name: Russia 2018

Mark Number: 1093235

Date of Registration: 01.06.2011

Nice Classification: Classes 01, 03, 04,  05, 06, 09, 

10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30, 32, 

33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 43.

Countries: AM, AU, AZ, BH, BW, BY, CU, DZ, EG, 

GE, GH, HR, IL, IR, JP, KE, KG, KR, KZ, MA, MD, 

ME, MK, MN, NO, NZ, OM, RS, RU, SG, SY, TJ, 

TM, TR, UA, US, UZ, VN.

Comité International 

Olympique 

Mark Name: Beijing 2022

Mark Number: 1445565

Date of Registration: 01.05.2018

Nice Classification: Classes 01, 02, 03, 04,  05, 06, 

07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 

33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45.

Countries: AL, AM, AZ, BA, BT, BY, BW, CU, DZ, 

EG, GE, ID, IL, IR, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP,  KR, KZ, 

LA, MA, MC, MD, ME, MK, MN, MX, NO, NZ, OA, 

PH, SG, RS, RU, SM, TH, TJ, TR, UA, UZ, VN, 

ZW.
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ALPINA – Slovenian 

Footwear Manufacturer

ALPINA is a development-oriented footwear 

manufacturer

 International Trademark 

(2005)

 PCT Application (2016) 

Do you recognize?
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TEQBALL Table 

International Registration filed on 

July 12, 2015 for the following 

designs:

Design 1 is a table for playing 

teqball sport game; the table has a 

curved shape and is bicolor, grey 

and orange; 

Design 2 is a table for playing 

teqball sport game; the table has a 

curved shape and is tricolor, grey, 

orange and yellow; design 2 is a 

folding table

International Registration filed on May 

29, 2017 for the following design:

Use of the Hague System – Examples 
ASICS Sports Shoes 



Normative Activity 
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The Nairobi Treaty and the Olympic 

Properties

All States party to the Nairobi Treaty are under the 

obligation to protect the Olympic symbol – five interlaced 

rings – against use for commercial purposes (in 

advertisements, on goods, as a mark, etc.) without the 

authorization of the International Olympic Committee.
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The Nairobi Treaty and the Olympic 

Properties

52 Contracting Parties 

Including 20 countries from the CEBS and CACEEC 

Region: Bosnia Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 

Estonia, Hungary, Republic of North Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Poland, Republic of Moldova, Romania, 

Serbia, Slovenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, Ukraine

Latest accessions: Turkmenistan (2015), Republic of 

North Macedonia (2014), Bosnia Herzegovina (2012).
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The Nairobi Treaty and the Olympic 

Properties

Who is missing on the list of CPs ? 

Large sports events organizers (CN, US, CAN, UK)

Why ? 

Protection is ensured through private or contract law. 

National trademark laws already provide for protection of 

the Olympic Symbol.

Still, why do countries adhere?

A treaty obligation provides a ground for enacting 

protective national laws and regulations. 
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Rome Convention for the Protection of 

Performers, Producers of Phonograms and 

Broadcasting Organizations (BOs)

Adopted in 1961, never revised 

93 Contracting Parties 

Article 3 Definitions: 

“broadcasting” means the transmission by wireless means for 

public reception of sounds or of images and sounds;

“rebroadcasting” means the simultaneous broadcasting by one 

broadcasting organisation of the broadcast of another 

broadcasting organisation.

BO’s have the right to authorize or prohibit certain acts, namely the 

rebroadcasting of their broadcasts; the fixation of their broadcasts; 

the reproduction of such fixations; the communication to the public 

of their television broadcasts if such communication is made in 

places accessible to the public against payment of an entrance fee.
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The Proposed Treaty on the Protection of 

Broadcasting Organizations 

Negotiations have started in the WIPO Standing 

Committee on Copyright and Related Rights already in 

1999

The main objective of the proposed treaty is to provide a 

stable legal framework for the broadcasting 

organisations

Treaty seeks to update the rights of broadcasting 

organizations in response to new technologies- and fight 

signal piracy = exploitation and misappropriation of 

broadcast signals by unauthorized third parties
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Why a Broadcasting Treaty?

Laws are national : Address cross border piracy  to allow 

broadcasters to sue in other countries where signal is 

pirated

Broadcast signal to be protected from the moment it is 

created through primary use and against unlawful 

secondary exploitation

Traditional broadcasters to be covered on all platforms of 

exploitations (technology neutral approach) 
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Protection of BO’s

Late 30’s – Broadcasting boom!

The financial and organizational 

investment made  for planning, 

producing, scheduling and 

disseminating  signals to the public 

is recognized through a related 

right of the entrepreneurial effort

In sports and news programming, 

where the  value  lies in the 

exclusive first transmission, it is vital 

for the broadcaster to be able to 

obtain an injunction immediately: 

rights in content not enough
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Broadcast Piracy and Sport

Broadcasting high-profile sporting events : core income 

generator for traditional broadcasters. 

Signal piracy impedes the broadcasters’ ability to secure 

those rights - jeopardize the financial sustainability of 

sporting events.

Important to take into account the investment required 

for providing the content 

The impact of technological development especially on 

the digital platform

Examples include the broadcasting of sporting events such 

as the Olympics, Cricket world Cup, FIFA World Cup 

among others.
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Building Respect for IP
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Three-day meeting

Participants (members/observers)

Speakers and panelists from all regions

Side events 

Exhibitions

All documents are available on line:
https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=46432

Advisory Committee on Enforcement
Thirteenth Session – September 3-5, 2018

Fourteenth Session – September 2-4, 2019 

https://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=46432
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Agreed work program:

Exchange of information on national experiences on:

 awareness building activities and strategic campaigns 

among general public, especially the youth

 institutional arrangements for IP enforcement 

 WIPO’s legislative assistance

Exchange of success stories on capacity building and support 

from WIPO for training activities at national and regional levels 

for Agencies and national officials in line with relevant 

Development Agenda Recommendations and ACE mandate.

Advisory Committee on Enforcement
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International Cooperation
Organizing global conferences on Respect for IP

Global Congresses on Combating Counterfeiting and Piracy 

(2004 – 2013) 

International Conference on Building Respect for Intellectual 

Property - Stimulating Innovation and Creativity, Shanghai, 

China, November 17 and 18, 2016

International Conference Respect for IP – Growing from the Tip 

of Africa, Sandton, South Africa, October 23 to 25, 2018
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Sport, IP and Development
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Strategic Use of IPR 
Potential to support economic development in a variety of 
ways by:

Generating income from the sale of sports-related goods 
and services;

Supporting innovation and business growth, 
entrepreneurship and job creation;

Enhancing a country’s reputation and boosting foreign 
exchange earnings;

Boosting international trade

WIPO’s role

Advise Policymakers – how to integrate IP and sports-related 
objectives into national development plans/strategies

Support the Development of an Enabling Regulatory 
Environment for IP  

Seminars/Trainings/Specific Capacity Building Activities 
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Raising Awareness – World IP Day 

2019 
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FOLLOW US

Twitter @ wipo

Youtube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/user/wipo

WIPO Magazine 

www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/

WIPO WIRE 

www.wipo.int/newsletters/en

PRESS RELEASES 

www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/

WIPO IN 3 MINUTES 

www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/news/2016/news_0009.html

https://www.youtube.com/user/wipo
http://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/
http://www.wipo.int/newsletters/en
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/news/2016/news_0009.html

