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What is AIPN? 	


 AIPN is the Web based Service only for 
Examiners in the Foreign IP Offices. 

 AIPN provides Dossier Information and Legal 
status of applications examined by JPO.  

 Almost all Information is translated into 
English by Japanese-English Machine 
Translation. 

 AIPN is the Useful Tool for Utilizing 
Examination Results done by JPO. 
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What is the AIPN?  
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Registered IPOs  

The AIPN started on 12 October 2004, now it is used more 
than 60 IPOs all over the world. 

Dossier 
Information 
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Services of AIPN	


 Dossier Information 
  Office Actions and other File Wrapper Information 

 Legal Status of the Application and 
Prosecution history 

 Cited Documents / Patent Family Information 
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Updating Frequency of Databases in AIPN 

 File Wrapper Information 
　→ available after the publication or register 

 of the application 
 Legal Status, Cited Documents 

　　→ twice a month  
 Patent Family 

　　→ irregularly updated 
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Access to AIPN 	


http://aipn.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/	


Access and input ID and password: 
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Top Page	


Start from 
here! 
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Search from Document Number	
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Entering the Document Number	


２００３－１２３４５６	
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Result – Document List	
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File Wrapper Information and Examination Procedure	


Examination 

Decision of refusal 

Decision to grant 

Notification of reasons for refusal 

Amendment / Argument 

Appeal 

Amendment / Argument 

Search report 
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Example of a Retrieved Document 	
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Notification of Reasons for Refusal (1)	

Article number 
29(1)(iii): Novelty 

Claims objected to 

Reasoned statement 

Article number 
29(2):Inventive step 

Cited documents 
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Notification of Reasons for Refusal (2)	


IPC range searched 

Other relevant prior art 
documents 

Allowable claims 
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Major Article Numbers	


　29(1)   Statutory inventions / industrial applicability 

　29(1)(iii)  Novelty 

　29(2)   Inventive step 

　29bis   Secret prior art 

　39   Double patent 

　36(6)(ii)  Clarity of claims 

　36(6)(i)  Support requirement 

　36(4)(i)  Enablement requirement 

　37   Unity of inventions 

　17bis(iii)  New matters in amendment 
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Major Document Categories	


Ｘ 	
Document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

	
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
	
when the document is taken alone	


Ｙ 	
Document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
	
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined 
	
with one or more other such documents, such combination being obvious 
	
to a person skilled in the art	


 Y1 	
Most relevant Y-category document	


 Y2 	
Document combined with Y1 

Ａ 	
Document defining the general state of the art which is not considered to 

	
be of particular relevance	


Ｅ 	
Earlier application or patent but published on or after the international 
	
filing date	
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Retrieving Patent Family Information	
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Patent Family & Legal Status Window	
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Document View (PAJ)	
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Demonstration	


 JP 2003-309194  (application number) 

http://aipn.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/	
 
ID/Password 
awks0001 
awks0002 
awks0003 
awks0004 
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Exercises	


  Let’s try to get information of applications below! 
•  (1) JP 2002-183822  (application number) 

•  (2) JP 2002-575840  (application number) 

•  Check point 
•  Is the application granted or refused? 
•  What reasons for refusal (article numbers) are notified? 
•  How many patent families are there? 
•  How many prior art documents are actually used in Notification of 

reasons for refusal?	


http://aipn.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/	
 
ID/Password 
awks0001 
awks0002 
awks0003 
awks0004 
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Answer Check 

  (1) JP 2002-183822 
  Refused. 
  Article 29(2) (Inventive step) is notified. 
  3 patent families (JP 2004-30094, US 6856754, US 2004005139) 
  7 prior art documents are used (JP 2000-341627, etc.) 

  (2) JP 2002-575840 
  Granted (after once refused). 
  Article 29(1) Statutory inventions), 36(6)(ii) (Clarity of claims), 29bis 

(Secret prior art), 29(2) (Inventive step) are notified. 
  8 patent families (JP 4297193, JP 4239591, JP 2008-217831, etc.) 
  5 prior art documents are used (Appl. JP 2001-34870, etc.) 
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Thank you  
for your attention! 


