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Context: Global challenges & goals 



Trade integration 
• AfCFTA - African Continental Free Trade 

Agreement (May 30, 2019 - 1st 22)

• CETA - Canada – EU Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (September 21,  2017 -
prov application)

• CPTPP - Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership ( 
December 30, 2018 - 1st six) 

• RCEP - Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership

Global Issues 
• Health

• climate change 

• food security

• social, economic and cultural development 
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How IP can benefit innovation 

• Incentivise and reward innovative solutions

• Support further innovation 

• Facilitate access, dissemination & transfer of technologies

• Wide range of IP rights ought to be deployed appropriately 

Some examples…
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Innovation supportive IP provisions in RTAs 

• pro-development

• context appropriate 

• principles-based

• flexibilities and beyond...
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IP and food security: an example 

• Phenotyping and agronomic 
technology

• improving crop production and food 
security

• Regional initiative: Commission of the 
Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS)  and the EU 
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IP and global health

• Regional initiatives IP and trade provisions: policy choices 
• Foster innovation, access, dissemination & tech transfer

• Use standard approaches - maximise flexibilities

• consider new approaches 
• e.g. new incentives  for health and technology innovation, United Nations Secretary-

General’s High-Level Panel on Access to Medicines, September 2016 Report
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Innovation and IP in RTAs: some trends
• Valdés and McCann (2014) Intellectual property provisions in regional trade agreements: Revision 

and update

• 2019 IP provisions in AfCFTA (Phase II), CETA,  CPTPP, RCEP
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https://econpapers.repec.org/RePEc:zbw:wtowps:ersd201414


IP provisions, regional trade & global issues

• Must be informed by
• Policy choices
• Binding internal & external obligations
• Human rights & ethical considerations
• National priorities 

• Better not to have any provisions than to have “bad” provisions



Thank you!

12

@caro_ncube

Caroline.ncube@uct.ac.za


