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Traditional Knowledge Division, in cooperation 

with Regional Bureaus, Academy, LDCs and others 



Program 
4 

Capacity-
building and 

technical 
assistance 

Facilitate 
negotiations 
in the IGC  



Capacity-building 
and technical 

assistance 

Neutral 
information 
on issues 

and options 
for new “sui 
generis” IP 

systems 

More 
effective use 
of existing IP 

systems  
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What we do 

 

Some principles 



Facilitate  

international, regional and 

national policy and legislative 

development 

 
Inform  

raise awareness, provide information 

on experiences, identify key issues, 

explain options and policy choices 

 
Train  

provide hands-on practical training 

and support on selected topics 

 



Regional and national:  on request, we 

help regional organizations and national 

governments develop strategies, 

policies, action plans and laws 

 

 

Facilitate:  international, 

regional and national policy and 

legislative development 

Checklist of Key Questions and Issues  

Databases of laws 

Background Brief 3 

 



Facilitating national 

policy development 



Inform: raise awareness, 

provide information on 

experiences, identify key issues, 

explain options and policy choices 

Briefs 

Case-studies 

Databases of resources 

Guides 

Online distance learning course 

Repository of national experiences 

E-Updates 

 
www.wipo.int/tk 









Train: provide hands-on practical 

training and support on selected 

topics 

• Practical guide on branding of TK-based 

community products (2017) 

• Practical guide on IP clauses in ABS agreements  

• Practical guide for indigenous peoples and local 

communities (2107) 

• Study on patent disclosure requirements: key 

questions (2017) 

• Patent examination guidelines (2017) 

• Practical guide on managing IP in arts festivals 

• Toolkit on TK documentation 

• Guide for museums and archives 

 



Multi-stakeholder 

practical workshops 
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Some principles 



• Upon request 

• Needs driven 

• Absorptive capacity  

• Sustainability 

 

 
• GRs/TK/TCEs issues are not “separate”: part of national 

innovation/IP policies, action plans and strategies 

• Not prescriptive: issues, examples and options: no 

“model” 

• Inclusiveness: indigenous peoples and local 

communities and all affected Government departments  

• The three P’s:  Partnerships, People and Practical 

• Transparency 



 

Contact the Traditional Knowledge Division at 

grtkf@wipo.int 

 

wend.wendland@wipo.int 

 

All resources at 

http://www.wipo.int/tk/en/ 

Sign up for our E-Updates 
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