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WIPO

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
GENEVA

INTERNATIONAL PATENT COOPERATION UNION
(PCT UNION)

MEETING OF INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITIES
UNDER THE PCT

Second Session
Geneva, March 9 to 13, 1992

REVISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY
EXAMINATION GUIDELINES

Memorandum prepared by the International Bureau

1.  Following the discussions and recommendations made at the first session of the Meeting
of International Authorities under the PCT (MIA) , which took place from

January 15 to 19, 1990, the International Bureau has prepared a modified draft of revised PCT
Preliminary Examination Guidelines, contained in document PCT/GL/3 Prov. That document
was sent on November 29, 1990, with Circular C. PCT 399, to the International Preliminary
Examining Authorities for comments, together with the revised proposals of the European
Patent Office (EPO) for modification of the Guidelines (see paragraph 75 of the report of the
first session, document PCT/MIA/1/8).

2. The Annex to this document contains a copy of Circular C. PCT 399 and replies
received by the International Bureau from the Austrian Patent Office, the Australian Patent
Office, the United Kingdom Patent Office, the Japanese Patent Office, the Swedish Patent
Office and the United States Patent and Trademark Office in reply to that Circular.

3. On the basis of comments and proposals received from the International Preliminary
Examining Authorities, in particular those received in reply to the said Circular, and taking
into account the amendments to the PCT Regulations which will enter into force on

July 1, 1992, the International Bureau has prepared a modified draft of revised PCT
Preliminary Examination Guidelines for further discussion by the International Authorities.
That draft is contained in document PCT/GL/3 Prov. Rev. 1. All proposals and suggestions
which seemed likely to be generally acceptable have been incorporated in the modified draft
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of the revised Guidelines. Any point not taken into account may be brought up for discussion
during the Meeting by the interested Authority.

4. It should be noted that Chapter VII of the revised Guidelines, dealing with the tasks of
the International Preliminary Examining Authorities in relation to formal requirements, is not
included in document PCT/GL/3 Prov. Rev. 1. A revision of Chapter VII will be contained in
a separate document.

[Annex follows]
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