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 AUTONUM  
The ad hoc International Patent Classification (IPC) Reform Working Group (hereinafter referred to as “the Working Group”), at its fifth session, agreed that, in view of the reform of the IPC, WIPO Standard ST.8 and some other relevant standards (“electronic data processing standards”) needed revision.  The Working Group also agreed that the revision of WIPO Standard ST.8 should be initiated and completed as soon as possible so as to give industrial property offices sufficient time to accommodate their computer systems to the revised Standard before the entering into force of the reformed IPC.  In this respect, the Working Group authorized the International Bureau to submit a request to the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) for inclusion of the revision of Standard ST.8 (and as necessary, recommendations concerning other relevant standards) in the SCIT work program.  In order to provide comprehensive material for ensuring a timely revision process under the SCIT, the Working Group requested the European Patent Office (EPO) to prepare a detailed revision proposal by September 1, 2001, and invited its members to submit comments on the proposal by November 1, 2001.  The EPO was invited to submit a final revision proposal to the SCIT by December 1, 2001.  (See document IPC/REF/5/3, paragraphs 41 to 43.)

2.
On November 16, 2001, the EPO submitted to the Secretariat a request for revision of Standard ST.8, as well as related standards.  The request is reproduced as the Annex to this document.

3.
The SCIT Plenary is invited:


(a)
to consider the proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.8 as requested in the Annex to this document;

(b)
to create a task for the revision of Standard ST.8; and to set up a task force to handle such revision and to study its impact on other standards referring to IPC data.

[Annex follows]

