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1.
On April 8, 2008, the Maintenance Agency for International Standard ISO 3166 (ISO 3166/MA) announced, in ISO 3166-1 Newsletter No.VI-2, the replacement of the short country name “Republic of Moldova” with “Moldova”, keeping the same two-letter code “MD” to represent the name of the country.

2.
Subsequently, the International Bureau issued Circular SCIT 2653, dated May 13, 2008, requesting the members of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) to express their views, by correspondence, as to whether they agreed to change the current entry for the “Republic of Moldova” to “Moldova” in WIPO Standard ST.3, in accordance with the announcement by the ISO 3166/MA referred to in the previous paragraph.
3.
It was not possible, however, to reach a consensus by correspondence since the State Agency on Intellectual Property of the Republic of Moldova and the State Office for Inventions and Trademarks of Romania did not agree with the proposed revision of WIPO Standard ST.3.  Circular SCIT 2653 and the replies thereto are available on WIPO’s website at:  http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/mailbox/.
4.
In order to inform SCIT Members of the results of the proposal given in Circular 
SCIT 2653, the IB issued Circular SCIT 2657, dated July 11, 2008, in which it was also announced that an item on this matter would be included in the draft agenda of the tenth session of the SDWG.
5.
It should be noted that WIPO Standard ST.3 is aligned with International Standard 
ISO 3166-1:2006, “Codes for the Representation of Names of Countries and their Subdivisions - Part 1: Country Codes”, and with the announcements published in ISO 3166–1 Newsletters.  The list of country names in International Standard ISO 3166-1 is based on the list in the “Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use” established by the United Nations Statistics Division.  The names in the United Nations Statistics Division list are based on the Terminology Bulletin No. 347/Rev.1:  Country Names, prepared by the Department of General Assembly Affairs and Conference Services of the United Nations Secretariat.
New information from UNTERM

6.
The following information is available in the Updates on Country Names area of the United Nations Multilingual Terminology Database (UNTERM) website:

“On 10 September 2008 the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Moldova informed the United Nations that his Government decided to replace ‘Moldova’ in all cases with ‘Republic of Moldova’.  This superseded [the] announcement of 6 October 2006: to replace ‘Republic of Moldova’ in all alphabetical listings with ‘Moldova’.”
(See:  http://unterm.un.org/dgaacs/unterm.nsf/WebView/2A419926123EEB2185256DC700440A69?OpenDocument).
7.
With regard to the said information, the UNTERM website also provides copies of a United Nations Interoffice Memorandum from the Chief of Protocol and a note verbale from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Moldova that are reproduced in the Annex to this working document.
Proposal by the International Bureau

8.
Taking into account the information from the UNTERM referred to in paragraphs 6 
and 7, above, the IB considers it unnecessary to revise the short country name “Republic of Moldova” in WIPO Standard ST.3.
9.
At the moment of preparing this working document, the ISO 3166/MA has not yet announced any action regarding the new short country name of the Republic of Moldova.  It is expected, however, that, after completing the corresponding approval procedure, the ISO 3166/MA will issue a newsletter announcing the new short name of the Republic of Moldova.  The IB is therefore of the opinion that there no longer exists a need to revise the short country name of the Republic of Moldova in WIPO Standard ST.3.
10.
The SDWG is invited to:

(a) 
note the information provided above;  and

(b)
suspend the revision of WIPO Standard ST.3, keeping the short country name of the Republic of Moldova in WIPO Standard ST.3 as is at present, i.e., “Republic of Moldova”.

[Annex follows]



