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INTRODUCTION

 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) held its ninth session from February 18 to 21, 2008.

 AUTONUM 
The following Member States of WIPO and/or the Paris Union were represented at the session:  Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Haiti, Hungary, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Japan, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Lithuania, Mexico, Moldova, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, United Kingdom, the United States of America and Zimbabwe (40).

 AUTONUM 
In their capacity as members of the SCIT, the representatives of the following organizations took part in the session:   African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), the African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), the Benelux Office for Intellectual Property (BOIP), the European Patent Office (EPO), the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO), the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (Trade Marks and Designs) (OHIM), the Patent Office of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC Patent Office), the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and the “Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie” (OIF) (9). 

 AUTONUM 
The Representative of the European Commercial Patent Services Group (PatCom) took part in the session in an observer capacity.  

 AUTONUM  
The list of participants appears as Annex I to this report.

Agenda Item 1:  Opening of the Session

 AUTONUM  
The session was opened by Mr. Francis Gurry, Deputy Director General, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the Director General.

Agenda Item 2:  Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs
 AUTONUM  
In recognizing the mandate of elected officials to officiate at two sessions of the SDWG, the Working Group unanimously elected Mr. Hamidou Koné (OAPI) as Chair and 

Mrs. Maria Luísa Araújo (Portugal) and Mr. Matthias Günter (Switzerland) as Vice-Chairs. 

 AUTONUM  
Mr. Angel López Solanas, Head, Standards and Documentation Section, acted as Secretary of the session.

Agenda Item 3:  Adoption of the Agenda

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Germany and the Secretariat proposed the addition of new agenda items 15(c) and 15(d), and 15(b), respectively.  The new agenda item 15 would read:

Exchange of information:


(a)
Impact of the new European Patent Convention (EPC2000) on the EP documents and publications practices;


(b)
Oral report by the Secretariat on modifications of the Annex C to the Administrative Instructions under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and of WIPO Standard ST.25;


(c)
Oral report by the Secretariat on the implementation of the Digital Access Service (DAS) for Priority Documents; and


(d)
Oral report by the Secretariat on the Journal of Patent Associated Literature (JOPAL) database service.
 AUTONUM  
The revised agenda was unanimously adopted by the SDWG and appears as Annex II to this report.

 AUTONUM  
The adoption of the report, by agreement, was completed electronically.  Comments were invited via a restricted e-forum, the access to which was dependent on e-mail addresses given in the registration form for this session of the SDWG.
DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS AND DECISIONS

 AUTONUM  
As decided by the Governing Bodies of WIPO at their tenth series of meetings held from September 24 to October 2, 1979 (see document AB/X/32, paragraphs 51 and 52), the report of this session reflects only the conclusions of the SDWG (decisions, recommendations, opinions, etc.) and does not, in particular, reflect the statements made by any participant, except where a reservation in relation to any specific conclusion of the SDWG was expressed or repeated after the conclusion was reached.
PRESENTATIONS

 AUTONUM  
The presentations given to this session of the SDWG and working documents are available on the WIPO website (http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=14983). 
Agenda Item 4:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 (Task No. 30)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/2 concerning the proposal by the ST.10/C Task Force on the application number prototype format for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 and remaining work to be completed with regard to Task No. 30.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the report presented by the ST.10/C Task Force in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/9/2, and the oral progress report by the Task Force Leader who referred to the progress made with regard to the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 and to the issues contained in the new proposal reproduced in document SCIT/SDWG/9/2 that required further discussion by the SDWG.  The pending issues listed by the Task Force Leader were the following:

(a)
the range of codes 90-99, within the two-digit codes used to identify the type of industrial property right, should be reserved for use by the International Bureau of WIPO;


(b)
WIPO Standard ST.3 code should be considered as part of the application number in the case of international applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), as an exception to the "General" rule set out in the proposed revision of WIPO Standard ST.13;  and


(c)
the fixed length of the serial number should be expanded from eight digits to nine digits, thus increasing the overall length of the application number from 14 to 15.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG considered the revised proposals made by the Task Force on the application number prototype format for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 and focused its discussions on the issues referred to in the previous paragraph, as well as on those issues that were listed in paragraph 9 of document SCIT/SDWG/9/2.  The SDWG also discussed the title of the Standard and the definitions of the terms “patents”, “trademarks” and “industrial designs” given in the Standard.
 AUTONUM  
Following the discussions, the SDWG adopted the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 as reproduced in Annex III to this report.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG decided that it was not necessary to include in WIPO Standard ST.13 any explanation regarding the keywords MUST, MUST NOT, SHALL, SHOULD, SHOULD NOT, MAY and OPTIONAL as described in the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) Request For Comments (RFC) 2119.  Modal verbs should be uncapitalized within the Standard.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG requested the International Bureau to maintain, in the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information Documentation (WIPO Handbook), a list of industrial property right type codes, internal use codes (to be included in the nine‑digit serial number) and control number (check digit) which information is unique to an individual industrial property office (IPO).
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG requested the ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86 Task Forces to consider updating WIPO Standards ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86 as a consequence of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13.  The SDWG also requested the XML4IP Task Force to consider the new version of WIPO Standard ST.13 in its discussions.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG approved the following proposal by the ST.10/C Task Force on further actions regarding Task No. 30:

The Task Force, during the period from the ninth to the tenth sessions of the SDWG, should review WIPO Standard ST.10/C, particularly paragraphs 5 to 7, for any revision needed in light of the revised WIPO Standard ST.13 that had been adopted at this session of the SDWG.

Agenda Item 5:  Oral report by the Task Leader of the ST.22 Task Force (Task No. 37)
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the oral presentation given by the Leader of the ST.22 Task Force on the work done by the Task Force on the preparation of a proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.22, which concerns recommendations to applicants submitting patent applications in paper format for facilitating Optical Character Recognition (OCR).  The revision work had been mostly frozen last year due to the parallel emergence of the Trilateral Common Application Format (CAF) and to concerns about the overlapping scopes and possible conflicts in the two initiatives.  The CAF was published on the website of the Trilateral Offices (EPO, JPO and USPTO) on November 30, 2007.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force Leader informed the SDWG on a draft amendment to the proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.22 that intended to harmonize the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.22 with the CAF.  The Delegates of the Trilateral Offices expressed their satisfaction with respect to the proposed conflict resolution between WIPO Standard ST.22 and the CAF.  The amendment will be presented for consideration by the ST.22 Task Force in order to reach agreement on the details to harmonize WIPO Standard ST.22 with the CAF.

 AUTONUM  
Following discussions, the SDWG gave a mandate to the ST.22 Task Force to continue the revision of WIPO Standard ST.22.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG also instructed the Task Force to present the Latin-character language version of WIPO Standard ST.22 for approval at the next meeting of the SDWG, while starting the work required for the recommendations for non-Latin character languages.

 AUTONUM  
It was estimated that the recommendations related to the non-Latin character languages like Chinese, Japanese and Korean would not be ready by the next meeting of the SDWG.  More time would be needed to complete the revision of WIPO Standard ST.22 for non-Latin character languages.

Agenda Item 6:  Citation practices by patent offices (Task No. 36)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/3 concerning issues associated with citation reference creation and retrieval.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the oral report by the Task Force Leader who referred to the progress made with regard to Task No. 36.  The SDWG further noted the oral presentation by the EPO on the subject of citation processing at the EPO.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG considered six proposals, made by the Task Force, related to citation practices.  All proposals were noted or agreed to, as appropriate, with one proposal requiring  clarification, as outlined in paragraph 33, below.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG, after considering the summary and analysis of the survey questionnaire based on Circular C.SCIT 2605 and reproduced as Annex I to document SCIT/SDWG/9/3, decided to approve the publication of “Citation Practices by Offices” in Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the contents of “Observations, Comments, and Conclusions relating to Citation Practices by Patent Offices” reproduced as Annex II to document SCIT/SDWG/9/3.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG gave a mandate to the Task Force to develop an extended survey questionnaire to further determine the citation practices of IPOs.  The new survey is to consider including, but not be limited to, the questions discussed in paragraph 7 of document SCIT/SDWG/9/3.

 AUTONUM  
Having considered the proposal to redefine the term “Citation” in the Glossary of Part 8 of the WIPO Handbook, the SDWG approved the redefinition as reproduced in Annex IV to this report.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG approved the publication of a revised WIPO Standard ST.14, according to that reproduced in Annex IV to document SCIT/SDWG/9/3.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG, having considered a request by the ST.36 Task Force to review the points elaborated in paragraph 12 of document SCIT/SDWG/9/3, and then take any necessary action, noted that the creation of citations and the corresponding tags were often in the control of the applicants rather than the offices. 

Agenda Item 7:  Proposal on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.9 (Task No. 33)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/4 concerning a proposal for the revision of the list of the Internationally agreed Numbers for the Identification of (bibliographic) Data (INID codes) provided in WIPO Standard ST.9.  The proposal was presented by the EPO within the framework of Task No. 33.

 AUTONUM  
Following the discussions, the SDWG adopted the following new INID code (27) and Note (iii) under category (20):


(27)
Reference to a previously filed application for the purpose of obtaining a filing date under the Patent Law Treaty (PLT), Article 5(7)



Notes:
(iii)
With regard to code (27), the reference shall be made by indicating the WIPO Standard ST.3 code of the office with which the previous application was filed, the application number of the application, and, if required, the filing date.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG also adopted the following revisions of INID codes (30) and (34):


(30)
Data relating to priority under the Paris Convention or the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement)

(34)
For priority filings under regional or international arrangements, the WIPO Standard ST.3 code identifying at least one country party to the Paris Convention or member of the World Trade Organization for which the regional or international application was made.
 AUTONUM  
During the adoption of this report, the Delegation from the Russian Federation expressed their reservation with respect to the definition of INID code (30) that was adopted by the SDWG.  During the discussion on the revision of INID code (34), the Delegation had proposed to put the code in line with the EPO request, in particular, to refer to a "one country party to the Paris Convention or member of the World Trade Organization that is not party to the Paris Convention" instead of to a "one country party to the Paris Convention or member of the World Trade Organization (see paragraph 38).
Agenda Item 8:  Report by the Task Leader of the ST.36 Task Force (Task No. 38)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/5, which contained a progress report by the Leader of the ST.36 Task Force on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.36.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted that the ST.36 Task Force had adopted a revision of WIPO Standard ST.36 in November 2007, in particular, the WIPO Standard ST.36 main body and the structure of WIPO Standard ST.36 (International Common Elements (ICEs) as Annex C to the WIPO Standard ST.36).  

 AUTONUM  
With regard to ongoing and further discussions within the Task Force, the Secretariat reported that the ST.36 Task Force was continuing to review the revisions of the ICEs and Model DTD (Document Type Definition) to align with the latest version of the DTDs provided in Annex F of the PCT Administrative Instructions.  After completion of the ongoing discussions, the Task Force should review several pending issues related to the other updates for the ICEs and Model DTDs.
 AUTONUM  
In accordance with the request by the SDWG (see paragraph 62 of document SCIT/SDWG/8/14), the International Bureau, in its role as administrator of the PCT, reported that it had considered the relationship between Annex F of the PCT Administrative Instructions and WIPO Standard ST.36, and concluded that it was premature to consider any change.  Given that the efficient operation of the PCT required a more closely defined data transfer standard than is currently provided by WIPO Standard ST.36, there was no benefit in attempting to define the PCT standards solely within the context of the ST.36 Task Force.  The International Bureau was willing to look further into the matter, but would require a clearer indication of the benefits which Member States hoped to achieve if any results were to be possible.

Agenda Item 9:  Report by the Task Leader of the ST.66 Task Force (Task No. 39)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/6, which contained a report by the Leader of the ST.66 Task Force relating to a revision of WIPO Standard ST.66.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted that the ST.66 Task Force had adopted the revision of WIPO Standard ST.66 on December 3, 2007, namely, the WIPO Standard ST.66 main body and Appendices A to C and E.  It was also noted that all relevant information on the revision, including the previous version of the schema, was available on the WIPO Standards ST.66 web page (http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/xml_material/st66/).  

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat reported that the ST.66 Task Force had no ongoing discussions at that moment, but could expect further discussion on the migration of MECA (Madrid Electronic CommunicAtions) tagged-data into a WIPO Standard ST.66 compliant format. 
Agenda Item 10:  XML (eXtensible Markup Language) standard for industrial designs (Task No. 40)
 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/7.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat presented an oral report on the work carried out by the WIPO Standard ST.86 Task Force.  This Task Force was created to prepare a standard for the processing of industrial design information using XML (eXtensible Markup Language).

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG adopted the new WIPO Standard ST.86, entitled “Recommendation for the Processing of Industrial Design Information Using XML (eXtensible Markup Language)”, as reproduced in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/9/7 and in the electronic versions of the Appendices provided with the working documents for the ninth session of the SDWG (http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=14983).

 AUTONUM  
With regard to the continuous revision and updating of the new WIPO Standard ST.86, the SDWG approved the following fast-track procedure:


(a)
a new task should be created:  “Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.86”;


(b)
any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.86 presented to the Secretariat should be forwarded directly to the ST.86 Task Force for consideration and approval;


(c)
the ST.86 Task Force should be temporarily authorized to adopt revisions of WIPO Standard ST.86;


(d)
a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.86 should be forwarded to the SDWG for its consideration whenever a proposed revision becomes controversial, i.e., whenever it is not possible to reach consensus among the ST.86 Task Force members;  and


(e)
the ST.86 Task Force Leader should inform the SDWG at the first occasion of any revision of WIPO Standard ST.86 adopted by the Task Force.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG considered Task No. 40 to be completed.

Agenda Item 11:  Oral report by the Task Leader of the XML4IP Task Force (Task No. 41)
 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat reported on the XML4IP Task Force’s activities to prepare a proposal for a dictionary of Global ICEs, and model XML schemas and DTDs to be used for patents, trademarks and industrial designs.  

 AUTONUM  
The XML4IP Task Force was set up in May 2007.  Fourteen offices currently participate in the Task Force.  In October 2007, there was an informal meeting of the SDWG Task Forces dealing with XML issues, namely the ST.36, ST.66, ST.86 and XML4IP Task Forces.  During the meeting, the XML4IP Task Force discussed the concept of XML4IP and candidates of the Global ICEs.  Further information is available at http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/xml4ip/background.htm.

 AUTONUM  
In order to share information on XML4IP, a Delegate from the United States of America presented the concept of XML4IP, which was discussed in the meeting mentioned in the previous paragraph, as well as his investigations on XML4IP issues.  The Delegate also introduced the sample of Global ICEs (e.g. Address, Name). 
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted that the time frame and action plan for progressing the XML4IP work were intended to be discussed at the informal Task Force meeting scheduled for later on in the week.
Agenda Item 12:  Guidelines for the electronic management of the figurative elements of trademarks (Task No. 20)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/8, which contained a proposal for a new WIPO standard on the electronic management of the figurative elements of trademarks.  The proposal had been prepared by the Trademark Standards Task Force within the framework of Task No. 20.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the oral report presented by the Leader of the Trademark Standards Task Force, who referred to the progress made in respect of Task No. 20 and to the expected contents of the proposed standard when it would be fully developed.  With regard to the request by the SDWG, at its last session in March 2007, inviting the Task Force to review the proposal for the new WIPO standard to include images, photographs and drawings related to patent documents and industrial designs within the scope of Task No. 20 (see paragraph 73 of document SCIT/SDWG/8/14), the Task Force Leader informed the SDWG that the Task Force had decided to continue focusing its attention on the figurative elements of trademarks first.  Then, after reaching agreement on the new WIPO standard for trademarks, the Task Force would address the discussions on how to open the new standard to patents and industrial designs.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force Leader also explained that the Task Force intended to prepare a standard composed of two parts, the main body and three Appendices A, B and C.  The proposal reproduced in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/9/8 would be the main body of the new standard.  Proposals for Appendices A, B and C were still under preparation.  Appendix A would provide recommendations on digital image formats, Appendix B on color management and Appendix C on online publication.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed that the Task Force should continue the preparation of a new standard on the electronic management of the figurative elements of trademarks only.  Then, after reaching agreement on the new WIPO standard for trademarks, the standard would be expanded to patents and industrial designs, and the title of the standard revised accordingly.
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG considered the proposals made by the Task Force for the new WIPO standard and, although acknowledging the brevity and clarity of the proposed standard, decided to refer the proposal back to the Task Force for further consideration of some technical details.  In particular, the Task Force should further discuss the text of paragraphs 5 to 7, including the recommendations for the maximum resolution, and add references to Appendices A, B and C, even if the Appendices were not yet completed.  The Task Force should present a revised proposal at the next session of the SDWG.

 AUTONUM  
As per item 6(a) of document SCIT/SDWG/9/8, the SDWG approved the number and title of the proposed standard.  The SDWG also decided that the word “Guidelines” in the title and throughout the text of the proposed standard should be replaced with “Recommendations”.  Thus, once the new standard was adopted, the complete title of the standard would be “WIPO Standard ST.67 - Recommendations for the electronic management of the figurative elements of trademarks”.

Agenda Item 13:  Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) on Patent, Trademark and Industrial Design Information Activities (Task No. 24)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/9 relating to the instructions given to the ATRs Task Force by the SDWG at its eighth session, including the revision of the Recommended Contents of the Annual Technical Reports (ATRs).

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the oral report by the Task Force Leader who included reference to the progress made with regard to Task No. 24.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG considered the Recommended Contents of ATRs on Patent Information Activities reproduced in Annex I to document SCIT/SDWG/9/9.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed on the Recommended Contents referred to in the previous paragraph with the following modifications:

(a) 
A definition for classification should be added as a first footnote on page 2 for item III, sub-item 2.  The definition should read “Classification is allotting one or more classification symbols (e.g., IPC symbols) to a patent application, either before or during search and examination, which symbols are then published with the patent application.”

(b) 
The definition for preclassification should be provided as a second footnote on page 2 for item III, sub-item 2.  The footnote should be revised to read: “Preclassification is allotting an initial broad classification symbol (e.g., IPC class or subclass, or administrative unit) to a patent application, using human or automated means for internal administrative purposes (e.g., routing an application to the appropriate examiner).  Usually preclassification is applied by the administration of an office.”

(c) 
A definition for reclassification should be provided as a third footnote on page 2 for item III, sub-item 2.  The footnote would read: “Reclassification is the reconsideration and usually the replacement of one or more previously allotted classification symbols to a patent document, following a revision and the entry into force of a new version of the Classification system (e.g., the IPC).  The new symbols are available on patent databases.”

(d) 
The (last) sub-item of item VII and the corresponding footnote relating to “Implementation of the Statement of Principles Concerning the Changeover to Electronic Data Carriers for the Exchange of Patent Documents” should be removed.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG considered the Recommended Contents of ATRs on Trademark Information Activities reproduced in Annex II to document SCIT/SDWG/9/9.

 AUTONUM  
 The SDWG approved the Recommended Contents referred to in the previous paragraph with the exception that reference to “, preclassification (if applicable),” and its corresponding definition should be removed.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG considered the Recommended Contents of ATRs on Industrial Design Information Activities reproduced in Annex III to document SCIT/SDWG/9/9 

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG approved the Recommended Contents referred to in the previous paragraph with the exception that reference to “, preclassification (if applicable),” and its corresponding definition should be removed.

 AUTONUM  
In concluding its debate, the SDWG approved the revision of the Recommended Contents of ATRs on Patent, Trademark and Industrial Design Information Activities, referred to in paragraphs 64 to 69, above, as reproduced in Annex V to this report.
Agenda Item 14:  Oral report on the website of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (Task No. 26)
 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the oral report by the Task Force Leader who included reference to the progress made with regard to Task No. 26 relating to the updating of the WIPO Handbook.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the completion of the WIPO Handbook content in English, French and Spanish available at WIPO’s website (http://www.wipo.int/standards/) according to the contents, structure and guidelines adopted by the SDWG at its fifth session.  

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the request by the Task Force leader for SDWG participants, or other interested parties, to provide comments by March 31, 2008, to scit.mail@wipo.int about the website referred to in the previous paragraph.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG further noted the intention of the Secretariat to remove the (now) redundant pages relating to WIPO Standards and certain parts of the WIPO Handbook at http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/standards/ following analysis of any comments received (as referred to in the previous paragraph), to redirect certain URL, to provide information to interested parties, and to perform any other relevant action required to progress this issue.  The SDWG noted the time frame for removing the pages and completing any related action referred to in this paragraph was envisaged to be during April 2008.

Agenda Item 15(a):  Impact of the new European Patent Convention (EPC2000) on the EP documents and publications practices

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the presentation given by a Representative of the EPO.  The presentation was given just before agenda item 7 as the SDWG considered that it could be a useful introduction to the discussions on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.9 referred to in paragraphs 36 to 38, above.
Agenda Item 15(b):  Oral report, by the Secretariat, on modifications of Annex C to the Administrative Instructions under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and of WIPO Standard ST.25

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat informed the Working Group that consultations, in the context of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), on proposed modifications to the “Standard for the Presentation of Nucleotide and Amino Acid Sequence Listings in International Applications Under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)” as set out in Annex C to the Administrative Instructions under the PCT, which had been ongoing for quite some time, had been completed and that agreement had been reached to modify Annex C with effect from January 1, 2009.  The main objectives of the modifications of Annex C had been to make a clear distinction between, on the one hand, provisions applicable to sequence listings forming part of the application and, on the other hand, provisions applicable to sequence listings not forming part of the application but furnished for the purposes of the international search and preliminary examination.  Furthermore, Annex C had been modified to also deal with requirements for the presentation of sequence listing tables.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat noted that the modifications to Annex C had a direct impact on WIPO Standard ST.25, which recommended that offices apply the provisions set out in the PCT Sequence Listing Standard mutatis mutandis to all patent applications other than the PCT international applications.  First, there was the need to amend WIPO Standard ST.25 (including the footnote thereto) to reflect that the title of Annex C had been modified to read “Standard for the Presentation of Nucleotide and Amino Acid Sequence Listings and Sequence Listing Tables in International Patent Applications Under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)”.  Second, there was the need to modify the footnote to WIPO Standard ST.25, consequent to the modification of paragraph 3 of Annex C, which was referred to in that footnote.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat stated that it would submit a proposal to amend WIPO Standard ST.25 accordingly, with effect from January 1, 2009, to the SDWG for adoption at its next session.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the report by the Secretariat.

Agenda Item 15(c):  Oral report, by the Secretariat, on the implementation of the Digital Access Service for Priority Documents

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat noted that following the commencement of work towards the establishment of the Digital Access Service (DAS) for Priority Documents at WIPO as mandated by the Paris Union Assembly, the Patent Law Treaty (PLT) Assembly and the PCT Assembly, the SDWG at its eighth session had agreed to hold Task No. 15 (P-Docs Task Force) in abeyance, subject to review in the light of progress in the development of DAS 
(see document SCIT/SDWG/8/14, paragraphs 37 to 41).
 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat advised that two sessions of the ad hoc Working Group on the Digital Access Service for Priority Documents (“DAS Working Group”) had been convened, the first in February 2007 (see the report of the session in document WIPO/DAS/PD/WG/1/6) and the second in July 2007 (document WIPO/DAS/PD/WG/2/4).  The DAS Working Group had reached agreement on general principles, a system architecture and framework provisions needed to establish DAS (see Annexes I to III to document WIPO/DAS/PD/WG/2/4), subject to the possible need for further drafting changes in the framework provisions.  It seemed that a small number of such changes would be needed, for example, to ensure compatibility with certain national laws. The International Bureau was working with the Offices concerned to agree on proposed changes, which would then be the subject of consultation through the DAS Working Group's electronic forum.  It seemed likely that the final version of the framework provisions would be agreed upon within the next few weeks.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG was informed that the system design and development phase of the first practical implementation of the DAS system was underway.  That initial implementation was projected to be available in mid-2008, with testing to start around April.  The service was likely to be in production use by late 2008 when offices were expected to be in a position to use the service.  The second half of 2008 would be devoted to making further enhancements of the DAS system.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat advised that it had started consultations with the Trilateral Offices (EPO, JPO and USPTO) on the requirement to develop connectivity between the DAS and the Trilateral Document Access (TDA) system.  Before such a bridge was established, a revised specification for the TDA interface would be developed.  Testing was therefore expected to start in late 2008.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat suggested that the status of Task No. 15 (P-Docs Task Force) should be reviewed following the implementation of the DAS, by which time interested parties would have had the benefit of practical experience with the DAS.  Consultations on the matter would then be conducted through the DAS Working Group's electronic forum.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the report by the Secretariat.

Agenda Item 15(d):  Oral report, by the Secretariat, on the Journal of Patent Associated Literature (JOPAL) database service

 AUTONUM  
The Journal of Patent Associated Literature (JOPAL) project had been active since the 1980’s.  The purpose of the project was to classify non-patent literature (NPL) journals of the PCT minimum documentation list according to the IPC.  Contributing offices classified articles in the journals assigned to them and sent the information to the International Bureau. Since 1998, JOPAL had been made available as a searchable database over the Internet.

 AUTONUM  
The question of the future of JOPAL had last been raised in 1999/2000 when a survey of offices was conducted by the International Bureau and results were presented to the SCIT in January 2001 (see document SCIT/6/4).  Results of that survey showed that JOPAL was used in some way by 15 offices and it was decided to continue the project.

 AUTONUM  
Since 2001, three contributing offices had officially withdrawn from the project and of the 10 remaining offices, four were sending regular contributions in recent months.  Use of the system had continued to decline to the point where it was not possible to determine whether there were any active users of the database or whether all of the web activity was due to Internet search engines.

 AUTONUM  
The IB proposed by circular C. 7488 to IPOs, in August 2007, to discontinue the JOPAL project.  Sixteen responses were received to that circular, the majority of which were in favor of discontinuation.  Three offices either did not support the discontinuation or else proposed options to improve the service.  In view of the responses, the IB wrote to offices in February 2008 to announce discontinuation of the project as from March 2008.

 AUTONUM  
The question of access to NPL, particularly for small offices and those in developing countries, was still under consideration by the IB, and suggestions made by offices would be taken into account in any future work in this area.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the report by the Secretariat.
Agenda Item 16:  Consideration of the SDWG Task List

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/10.

 AUTONUM  
Following a brief introduction by the Secretariat, the SDWG discussed the Tasks contained in Annex I of document SCIT/SDWG/9/10 and, in addition to updating the information regarding the status of the Tasks that had been discussed during the ninth session, including the information provided to the SDWG under agenda item 15 (Exchange of information), agreed on the following:

Task No. 17:  to replace, in paragraph III.3, the reference to “media-less packaging” with “media-independent packaging”.

Task Nos. 17, 18 and 19:  to keep the current description of these three Tasks until the SCIT Plenary, or a future body that could replace it, was able to make the appropriate decisions with regard to the continuation, definition and scope of the Tasks, as well as to their allocation to other task forces different from the SCIT Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards (EDPES) Task Force.  Meanwhile, the SDWG would continue creating the tasks and task forces that it would consider necessary for carrying out activities related to Task Nos. 17, 18 and 19.

Task No. 32:  to be closed and removed from the SDWG Task List.

Task No. 38:  to indicate, in section III, that the issue of removing the technical details from Annex F of the PCT Administrative Instructions and having Annex F refer to WIPO Standard ST.36 was not closed, but pending on future developments as referred to in paragraph 42, above.

Task No. 40:  to be closed and removed from the SDWG Task List. 

Agenda Item 17:  Schedule of activities

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/9/11.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat proposed November 17 to 21, 2008, for the next session of the SDWG and indicated that August 16, 2008, would be the deadline for all documents relating to the next meeting to be received by the Secretariat.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed that its tenth session was tentatively scheduled to be held from November 17 to 21, 2008.

Meetings of the SDWG Task Forces

 AUTONUM  
During this session, the following SDWG Task Forces held informal meetings:  Citation Practices Task Force, ST.10/C Task Force, ST.22 Task Force, XML4IP Task Force, Trademark Standards Task Force and ST.36 Task Force.  The Task Force Leaders informed the SDWG of the progress made regarding their respective tasks in the informal meetings.  
Agenda Item 18:  Adoption of the report of the session

 AUTONUM  
This report was adopted by the participants to the ninth session of the SDWG via a restricted e-forum.

Agenda Item 19:  Closing of the session

 AUTONUM  
The meeting was closed following the reports by the Task Force Leaders on the informal meetings of the SDWG Task Forces
[Annexes follow]




