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MPP is a public health organization established in 2010 to accelerate 
access to new medicines and health technologies in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries (LMICs), and facilitate further innovations

Operates through transparent, non-exclusive voluntary licensing of 
intellectual property (IP) rights and technology transfer 

MPP co-leads the mRNA technology transfer programme with WHO, an 
initiative that has been established to enhance sustainable mRNA 
vaccine manufacturing capacity in LMICs

Initially focused on HIV, but mandate has progressively expanded to 
include hepatitis C, tuberculosis, other patented essential medicines, 
COVID-19, and pandemics and other health emergencies  

Funded by:

What is the Medicines Patent Pool? 
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4.
Work with generic 

manufacturers to 

accelerate the 

development and 

registration of adapted 

formulations for LMICs

2.
Negotiate licences with 

patent holders from a 

public health perspective

1.
Identify medicines 

needed in low- and 

middle-income 

countries where 

licensing can 

improve access

3.
Sublicense to selected 

generic pharmaceutical 

companies committed 

to supplying LMICs

5.
Collaborate with various partners 

to increase access and improve 

health in LMICs

MPP 
model in 
practice

4

Patent status of 
medicines is one key 

input into prioritisation 
for in-licensing
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2016
FREE searchable 

database 
launched

2024
May - New 

version 
released

New design with  
enhanced content and 
new/improved 
functionalities

Patent and Licensing 
status of essential 
medicines in LMICs

MedsPaL – the Medicines Patents and Licences database
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167 MEDICINES 
(approx. 343 formulations) 

13  VACCINES
8  TECHNOLOGIES

Figures as of Apr.25th, 2024

What does MedsPaL contain?

Most comprehensive open-access/free source of information on the patent and licensing 
status of patented key health products in low- and middle-income countries.

Patent status 
data on more than Covering approximately With 

information on And data exclusivity 
information from

COUNTRIES

16
and other access 

agreements 
in LMICs

LICENCES

78
KEY HEALTH 
PRODUCTS

188

from 240 countries 
including over 130 

LMICs

27,000
NATIONAL PATENT 

APPLICATIONS
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Which Medicines does MedsPaL cover?
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• Medicines that are included in the Model lists of Essential 
Medicines of the World Health Organisation (WHO EML) across all 
disease areas. Only medicines still protected by a primary or 
secondary patent at the time of their inclusion to the EML are 
added to the database.

• Patented medicines recommended by WHO for the treatment of 
COVID-19.

• Medicines prioritised for MPP licensing

-> Patent information: in LMICs

167 MEDICINES 
(approx. 343 
formulations) 
13 VACCINES

8  TECHNOLOGIES

KEY HEALTH 
PRODUCTS

https://www.who.int/groups/expert-committee-on-selection-and-use-of-essential-medicines/essential-medicines-lists
https://www.who.int/groups/expert-committee-on-selection-and-use-of-essential-medicines/essential-medicines-lists
https://www.who.int/teams/health-care-readiness/covid-19/therapeutics
https://www.who.int/teams/health-care-readiness/covid-19/therapeutics
https://medicinespatentpool.org/progress-achievements/prioritisation
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Selected COVID-19 Vaccines that received Emergency Use Listing from 
the World Health Organisation WHO until 31 December 2022 (previously 
included into VaxPaL, now discontinued). 

Content will evolve over time to cover other key patented vaccines. 

-> Patent information: worldwide coverage.

167 MEDICINES 
(approx. 343 
formulations) 
13 VACCINES

8  TECHNOLOGIES

KEY HEALTH 
PRODUCTS
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Which Technologies does MedsPaL cover?
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Long-acting Technologies selected by MPP in the context of LAPaL, the Long-
Acting technologies patents and licences database, a free online resource 
coordinated by MPP. 
-> Patent information: worldwide coverage

167 MEDICINES 
(approx. 343 
formulations) 
13 VACCINES

8  TECHNOLOGIES

KEY HEALTH 
PRODUCTS

https://lapal.medicinespatentpool.org/
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Automated processes

• USFDA Orange book

• Health Canada patent 
register 

• Publicly available licences

• Published patent 
landscapes (e.g. by WHO 
or UNITAID)

• MPP patent searches

1- Identification of 
basic/relevant patents

• INPADOC Patent family, 
biblio and legal events

•WIPO Patentscope

•Patent holder disclosures 
(e.g. to national patent 
offices; Pat-Informed, MPP 
licences)

2 -Collection of related 
patent family 
information •Online national and regional PO 

registers

•National patent collections on 
WIPO PatentScope

• INPADOC Legal Status data

•Direct communications with 
patent offices, local experts

•MOUs with patent offices

3 - Status check & 
updates

Which are the relevant 
patent for this product ?

Where have equivalents 
been filed ?

What is the status of those 
applications/patents in those countries ?

How is Patent data for MedsPaL obtained?
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Patent status 
data on more than

from 240 countries 
including over 130 

LMICs

27,000
NATIONAL PATENT 

APPLICATIONS
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Types of Licences Information in MedsPaL

MPP Licence Voluntary licences negotiated by the 
Medicines Patent Pool with agreed 
Terms and conditions

Full information on the licences 
including links to summaries and 
full text

Bilateral licence Non MPP Voluntary licences between 
originators and generics

Information on countries, products, 
licensees (where public or provided 
by patent holder for public 
disclosure)

Commitment not to 
enforce patents on 
a given product

Commitments by Originators not to 
enforce patents on a given product

Information on countries and 
products

Compulsory licence Issued by a Government
In some countries may be 
applied/requested by a third party
Against the will of the patent holder

Based on publicly available 
information

What Licences are included?

With 
information on

and other access 
agreements 

in LMICs

LICENCES

78
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What is Data exclusivity?

Data Exclusivity (DE) is a period of a few years (depending on the country) from the 
initial marketing authorisation of a medicine during which the holder of the 
authorisation benefits from exclusive rights on the results of the preclinical trials and 
clinical trials on the drug.

DE prohibits the regulatory authorities from allowing another manufacturer to rely on 
the data of an innovator/originator to support approval of another product. 

Some LMICs have adopted regulations providing for data exclusivity (DE) e.g. 6 years 
in Kazakhstan and Russia from the date of national registration. 

Data on MedsPaL: DE expiry dates from 16 countries (Needs to be updated)

Other regulatory exclusivities may exist e.g. market, orphan…

1
3

And data exclusivity 

information from

COUNTRIES

16
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www.medspal.org
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Main page and functionalities

Select product(s)

Two main views: Table and 
Reports

Results as Patents or Licences

Use Add/Remove column to 
select the columns to be 
viewed in the results table

Share your search

Export the data in.CSV

Save search
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Click on the "i", "?" or the tags to 

open a pop-up window with more 

information 
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Main page and functionalities
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Select/unselect 
all

Dropdowns-Multiple 
selections
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Main page and functionalities – multiple selections
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Product, 
Jurisdictions and 
Keywords across 
all fields (e.g. 
patent number; 
brand name; 
country, etc.)

Table view/Search

19

Click on 
Advanced 
filters to 
expand
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Table view/New information

For Jurisdictions:
Income group and Region For Products:

development status, paediatric indication, dosage form, product 
type and sub type, route of administration and originator(s)

For Patents:
applicant(s)
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When making multiple selections, the selected items that do not satisfy all selected filters will be crossed-out

Table view/Search 
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Patent/Patent 

application 

information

Licence information

Data exclusivity

22

Table view/Results “Patents”



MEDICINESPATENTPOOL.ORG 
WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Patent Status Categories

Throughout its life term, a patent application/patent will go 
through several main states captured in MedsPaL under Patent 
Status. These states can be grouped under three categories:

Patent Status Status Category - 
used in Reports 

view 

Highlight used in 
Table/Patents 

Filed 

Filed 
Yellow 

 

Filed (opposed) 

Rejected - under appeal 

Restoration filed 

Granted 

Granted 

Green 

 

 

Granted (claims amended) 

Granted (opposed) 

Restored 

Term extended 

Term extensions filed 

Expired 

Not in force 
Grey 

 

National Phase entered 

Not filed 

Rejected 

Revoked 

Withdrawn 
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Patent Cards

When clicking on a 
patent application 
number, MedsPaL 
provides additional 
information on it.

24
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Patent Cards

Patent 
Family

Lists all other products 
associated with the same 
patent.

Displays equivalent national patent 
applications from other jurisdictions. 

Bibliographical details and links     to 
the actual patent publications may be 
available on an external database 
(Espacenet from the European Patent 
Office)

Basic 
details

Associated 
Products

25
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Table view/Save search and Run Alerts

Once logged in, the icon “login” will change, and 
a bookmark giving access to the saved searches 

displayed

In Table view, users can save their searches and enable e-mail updates to be notified of changes to those results.
Changes that may trigger an e-mail notification:

• changes in patent status 
• newly associated patent or licence
• addition of Data Exclusivity information

An account is required, and users will be prompted to create one the first time they attempt to save a search.

26
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3.   From the Saved Searches tab 
you can run the saved search, delete 

it and enable email notifications.

2.   Name the search and select if 
you wish to receive an email alert. 

1.   Run a search and click on “save 
search”. If not already logged-in you 

will be asked to “Login”.

4. When your saved search results 
change, you will receive an email 

notification within 24 hours of 
publication of the update by MPP.

Table view/Save search and Run Alerts
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Table view/Results “Licences”
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When clicking on a 
Licence name, MedsPaL 
provides a card with 
details and further links to 
get more information on 
the the Licence

Licence cards
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Reports View

REPORTS allows analysis of patent and licences associated to a Product through interactive maps, donut 
charts, and timelines.

30
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Reports/Patents - Interactive Map

All patent applications and granted patents associated with the selected product are shown by default on a map. 
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Reports/Patents - Summary of Patent Statuses for Family by Region

Distribution of patents/patent applications for all 
patent families associated with the selected 
product by status category (Granted, Filed/Pending, 
Not in force) and by regions.

A specific family may be selected by the user by 
using the drop-down menu to the right.

A Donut chart divided:

• by regions shown in different colours. 

• Colour gradient relates to patent status 
categories: darker colours are for active status 
and lighter colours are for inactive status. 

• Hover over a slice of pie to see detailed statuses. 
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Reports/Patents – Timeline of Patent Families
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Reports/Licences – Interactive Map

All licences associated with the product are displayed by default
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Reports/Licences – Licences Table

The Licences associated with the chosen product will be listed after the map.
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Improved Mobile Compatibility

The design has 
been adapted for 
portrait mode 
viewing and 
improved user 
experience

The website is 
now mobile 
responsive and 
adapts to different 
types of tablets 
and mobiles

36
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Disclaimers

MedsPaL should not be considered a complete and authoritative source of 
patent information and is not meant to provide a ‘freedom-to-operate’ 

analysis. It only provides a snapshot at a particular point in time, based on the 
information that was available to the Medicines Patent Pool 

Interested users are advised to contact the relevant national/regional patent 
office, or to consult local patent counsel, to obtain up to date information on 

any given patent application identified in MedsPaL 

Users are also invited to submit information on any data that requires updating 
to the MPP at

medspal@medicinespatentpool.org 
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YOUTUBE.COM/USER/MEDICINESPATENTPOOL

WWW.LINKEDIN.COM/COMPANY/MEDICINES-PATENT-POOL/

YOUTUBE.COM/USER/MEDICINESPATENTPOOL

Thank you!
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