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Distinguished Participants and guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a distinct honor and pleasure for me to address something in this forum. Our gathering is indeed meaningful. As we meet here today to celebrate how far we have come, it is important also that we begin by recognizing how far we still have to go to achieve full gender empowerment and equality. Though we come from diverse backgrounds, in terms of history and levels of development, a common vision unites us. This common vision places women’s well-being at the centre of our policies. We all want to see our region a place where women have equal economic opportunities to live a good life.

There are several dimensions in promoting women inventors such as inspiring the entrepreneurial spirit, incubating and training entrepreneurial competency and business skills, supporting market expansion, and etcetera. All through the stages, financing is very important as a supportive tool. Clearly, one of our most important challenges that we face as a country and as a continent is the fight against poverty and underdevelopment. In the decades of struggle the vast majority of women especially in marginalized communities have borne the brunt of poverty. Prescribed gender roles led to women’s role in the domestic sphere, as mothers and nurturers, being seen as of lesser importance and value than the tasks of men. Women were said to be natural nurturers and domestic laborers while men were perceived to be natural leaders and decision makers. These roles were reinforced at home, at school and through the media, thus restricting women’s self-perceptions, disempowering their social and economic potential and limiting the possibilities for their future. 
The promotion of “sufficiency philosophy” is really helpful. According to the initiation of His Majesty the King of Thailand, sufficiency means moderation, reasonableness, and having an adequate “immune system” to protect against impacts caused by external and internal changes. With sufficiency philosophy as intangible endowment, good balance in business performance will make an entrepreneur prudent in making business decision and resilient when facing with uncontrollable factors.
Then, the promotion of creativity and innovation is extremely indispensable while the promotion of cooperation network is also essential. In this connection, projects like women business incubation center and women’s accessibility to updated information on aspects such as financial resources, seminar and conference, training, and policy initiations, will be very supportive.
I will be very much happy to see the experience of Thailand for women as one of the inputs for our forum today. It is always useful and constructive to exchange best practices among friends. In fact, our mission here is to come up with practical strategies and programs to enhance possible ways of promoting women inventors to access financial resources and opportunities in a sustainable way. We need to pool our individual strengths together to make our ASEAN women stronger, to enhance their existing capabilities and to release their immense talents for the benefit of our region. Among us, each ASEAN member has diverse strengths of their own which could be contributed to any fields of cooperation they are best at so as to bring our women to a good life that they all deserve to have and to make poverty no longer a major obstacle to ASEAN’s development.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I therefore urge you to also gear your efforts towards the broader women’s struggle. Together all our work should serve to bring about the collective economic empowerment of Asian women.
Lastly, I would like to express our sincere thanks to World Intellectual Property Organization, Korean Intellectual Property Office and Korea Women Inventors Association, the host and the organizer of this grand event where a great outcome is to be highly expected out of an enhancement and development for women inventors in Korea, among Asian countries and around the world.
Thank you very much.
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