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Being aware that IP has an importance determining the development level and competitiveness of enterprises, Vietnam has developed and is carrying out the so called National Program of Assistance in Development of Enterprise IP Assets in Vietnam (promulgated by the Prime Minister’s Decision N0 68/2005/QĐ-TTg of April 4, 2005).

1. 
Overview
1.1 
Objectives
The Program aims at improving competitiveness in the domestic and foreign markets of Vietnamese enterprises, with priority given to those having strategical products and potential export products, by taking the following measures: 

- To enhance their awareness of IP protection and thereby encouraging their initiative in establishment, exploitation, protection and development of their own IP assets; 

- To give them assistance in establishment, exploitation, protection and development of their IP assets.

1.2
Contents 
The Program has the following activities aimed at its objectives:

· To make propagation of and provide training in IP knowledge; 
· To support enterprises in organization of their own IP activities; 

· To support enterprises in IPR establishment and protection and development of such IP assets at home and abroad 

· To support enterprises in exploitation of IP information

1.3
Time frame 
The Program lasts for 5 years from 2005 to 2010:

· Phrase 1 (2005 – 2006): Carry out several model projects;  

· Phrase 2 (2006 – 2010): Propagate and multiply completed model projects.

1.4. 
Budges
Budges for the implementation of the Program are mobilized from central and local government budgets as well as financial aids from Vietnamese and foreign entities. 
2. 
Implementation of the Program

2.1 
Program Implementation
The Program is implemented in the form of projects corresponding to the Program contents, designed with a view to meet the set objectives. Each project is selected out, according to certain criteria, of candidate projects. The designer of selected project becomes the contractor, who is entrusted by the project manager to precise over the implementation of the project. 
The contractor in his turn may also entrust subcontractors to carry out the project items.
2.2 
Projects managers
Projects are managed by:

-  Central Government, represented by the IP office of Vietnam (NOIP); or

-  Provincial Science and Technology Departments empowered by the Central Government.

2.3
Program participants
Vietnamese enterprises, their associations, alliances, ministries, and People Committees of provincial level are eligible to participate in the Program as project contractors or project beneficiaries.
3. 
Program projects
3.1 
Program projects put out to contract for 2007-2009

(i) Projects of propagation, training on IP:
· Propagation, dissemination of IP, of achievements in science and technology inside the country and outstanding results of researches under science and technology projects and programs of state level;  

· Propagation, dissemination of IP in localities;
-
Training and education on IP
(ii)
Projects of supporting establishment, exploitation, protection and development of IP assets:

-
Establishment of GI
-
Management and development of GI 

· Creation, establishment and development of collective marks for goods and services of  trade villages, general corporations, professional associations
· Creation, establishment and development of certification marks for goods which are strategic and having export potential
· Protection, exploitation and development of inventions
· Protection, exploitation and development of computer soft wares
3.2
Program projects selected for the phase 2007-2008
Six (6) projects were contracted by the NOIP on July 26, 2007 for implementation in 2-year term (2007 – 2008), comprising the following:

- 2 projects of propagation, dissemination of IP; 

- 4 projects of supporting establishment, exploitation, protection and development of IP assets, namely: Construction of model of organization and management IP activities in enterprises; creation, establishment and development of marks for enterprises’ products; Creation and establishment of GI; Management of GI.
4. 
Projects of training and education on IP

4.1 
Project put out to contract  
Construction of different courses of education and training with contents ranging from basis to specialized, meeting the needs of different groups of objects.
Objective of the project: Setting up programs (syllabus, education means) and writing material for teaching and studying; Carrying experiment of the built programs for some 500-600 peoples.

4.2
Status  

Up to date, no project is selected and contracted yet since all of the candidate projects fail to ensure the meeting of the objectives of such a project. The reason for that lies in the common difficulties existing in the field of education and training on IP, namely:

- There is a shortage of human resource in research, management and teaching;
- There is a lack of methodology and practical experience in how to build up a program, forthere is no knowledge of how to identify targeted groups with different needs, how to identify contents, measures, modals appropriate with such needs;
- There is a lack of scholars with as much academic knowledge as enough to write up materials for teachers and students.

In reality, there is no program of IP education and training designed specifically for enterprises. Our IP courses are for all kind of audients and focus only on legal assets, not economical or other aspects.
4.3
Hope 

IP Panorama would be a valuable model for such a country with a high demand on development of IP education and training for enterprises as Vietnam. Apart from learning how to built up and run a program, we would be more than happy if IP Panorama will be exploited in such a manner that as much enterprises and trainers of Vietnam and over the world can get access to it. 
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