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Support Programs for SMEs



AIM

‘…to deliver an effective IP system, and
create an IP literate society – moving IP
from afterthought to prerequisite in the
knowledge economy of the future”

Alison Brimelow
Chief Executive The UK Patent Office



The Importance of SMEs

3.7 million businesses in the UK

• 99% are small and medium- sized

•50% of total UK turnover



     Identify Key Partners

�      Other Government Agencies

�      Business Advisors

�      Others





ENGLAND

�   SMALL BUSINESS SERVICE

�   BUSINESS LINKS



Profit From Ideas

Workshop Developed In
Partnership With Small

Business Service and Business
Link Advisors



OBJECTIVE

Developed To Help Business
Advisors And Other

Intermediaries Advise Clients
On IPR





Profit From Ideas

Workshop Content And
Support Material Has Been
Approved

Workshops To Be Run In All 54
Regions



National
Advertising

Available from
All Government
Organisations

Six Pages on IPR



WALES

�   WELSH ASSEMBLY
GOVERNMENT

�   WELSH DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY



� 50% + to offset legal costs
� Free IP Audit
� Talks and Seminars



Supported By Patent Office

�   Deputy Director - Patent Examiner
�   Representative on Steering Board
�   Provide Seminars etc.
�   Training For Field Officers



�    Support for Individual Innovators
�    Innovation Credits-50% project costs
�    Access to Professional Help



Supported By Patent Office

�   Director - Patent Examiner
�   Provide Seminars etc.



SCOTLAND

�   SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE

�   SMALL BUSINESS
GATEWAY



SCOTLAND

�   SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE

�   Support and Assistance for
IPR Projects



SCOTLAND

�   SMALL BUSINESS
GATEWAY

�   IPR Talks and Seminars



Other Regional Partners

�   IA – Intellectual Asset Centre

�   ICASS – Innovators Counselling
and Advisory Service



IRELAND

�   INVEST N IRELAND

�   Establishing Relationships



OTHER
KEY

PARTNERSHIPS



Free
Business
Advice
Open
Days



Partners

�  Private Sector – Abbey National, Holiday Inn

� Public Sector – HM Customs & Excise, Inland
Revenue, Office of Fair Trading, Health & 

Safety Executive, UK Online for Business

� Local Partners – Business Links



�   14 Regional Events throughout the
UK

�   Uses VAT Database to Target SMEs

�   Largest Collection of Gov Agencies, 
etc.Under One Roof

�   One Stop Shop For Advice



Private
Partnership –

Business Hotline

Independent –
Practical- Business
Information For the

SME



�     Series of Briefings For SMEs

�     Covers Everything from Finance
and Marketing To Law and the Internet

�     Partners Sponsor or Distribute 
Editorial Material



OTHERS

�  Innovators Clubs

� Publications for SMEs

� Business Start Up Exhibitions and Events



www.patent.gov.uk
www.intellectual-property.gov.uk

Central Enquiry Unit: 08459 500 505


