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ICH INVENTORY MAKING 

The Philippine Experience 





Republic Act 10066 

The National Cultural 
Heritage Act of 2009 provides 

for the protection and 
conservation of the national 

cultural heritage, strengthening 
the National Commission for 

Culture and the Arts and its 
affiliated cultural agencies. 



Definition of Terms – shall refer to the practices, 
representations, expressions, knowledge, skills – as 

well as the instruments, objects and artifacts 
associated therewith, that communities, groups and 

individuals recognize as part of their cultural 
heritage, such as: (1) oral traditions, languages, and 
expressions; (2) performing arts; (3) social practices, 

rituals, and festive events; (4) knowledge and 
practices concerning nature and the universe; and 

(5) traditional craftsmanship. 

Section 3  



National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage – 
The appropriate cultural agency shall closely 

collaborate with the UNESCO National 
Commission of the Philippines in safeguarding 

intangible cultural heritage in the Philippines.      
The Philippine Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Committee established by the UNESCO National 
Commission of the Philippines shall continue to 

take lead role in implementing the provisions of the 
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage with particular 
attention to Article 11 to 15 of the said Convention. 

Section 19  



{ Early initiatives  



Darangen Epic of the 
Maranao 

Surat of the Hanunoo 
Mangyan 



Yakan wedding 

Harvest ritual of the 
Ifugao 



Antipo, Lenten ritual 
of the Tagalog 

Pahiyas Festival of the 
Tagalog 



Agsana salt-making 
of the Ilocano 



{ Tangible and Intangible 



Rice Terraces of the 
Philippine Cordilleras 



Declared a      
World Heritage 

Site in 1995  



Punnuk Tugging Ritual 



The punnuk is a 
tugging ritual among 
the residents of three 

communities in 
Hungduan, Ifugao. It is 

performed at the 
confluence of Hapao 
River and a tributary 

as the final ritual 
following the rice 

harvest. Its 
consummation brings 

to a close the 
agricultural cycle and 
signals the beginning 

of a new one. 



The Tugging Rituals and Games of 
Cambodia, the Republic of Korea, the 
Philippines and Viet Nam were inscribed 
on the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2015  



{ The present 







{ PIICH 



 Abra 

 Batanes 

 Batangas 

 Ifugao 

 Ilocos Sur 

 Kalinga 

 Mt. Province 

 Marinduque 

 Mindoro 

 Nueva Vizcaya 

 Palawan 

 Panay 

Oral 
Traditions 
and 
Expressions 

41 

entries 

 Agusan 

 Cotabato 

 Davao del 
Sur 

 Lanao del 
Sur 

 Tawi-tawi 

 Sulu 

 Zamboanga 
del Norte 

 Zamboanga 
del Sur 



 Manila 

 Nueva Ecija 

 Pampanga 

 Camarines Sur 

 Cebu 

 Iloilo 

 Samar 

 Basilan 

 Bukidnon 

 Cotabato 

 Lanao del Sur 

 

Performing 
Arts 10 

entries 



 Abra 

 Apayao 

 Batanes 

 Benguet 

 Cagayan 

 Ifugao 

 Ilocos Sur 

 Ilocos Norte 

 Isabela 

 Kalinga 

 Marinduque 

 Mt. Province 

 Nueva Vizcaya 

 Mindoro 

 Palawan 

246 

entries 

 Pampanga 

 Rizal 

 Camarines Sur 

 Iloilo 

 Bukidnon 

 Davao 

 Lanao del Sur 

 Maguindanao 

 North Cotabato 

 Sultan Kudarat 

 Sulu 

 Tawi-tawi 

 Zamboanga del 
Norte 

 Zamboanga del 
Sur 

Social 
Practices, 
Rituals & 
Festive Events 



 Abra 

 Batanes 

 Bukidnon 

 Mindoro 

 Palawan 

 Davao 

 Davao Oriental 

 Davao del Sur 

 Sultan Kudarat 

 Tawi-tawi 

 Knowledge 
and 
Practices 
concerning 
Nature and 
the Universe 

26 

entries 



 Abra 

 Batanes 

 Bulacan 

 Ifugao 

 Ilocos  

 Kalinga 

 Marinduque 

 Laguna 

 Quirino 

 Quezon 

 Samar 
 

39 

entries 

 Basilan 

 Davao del Sur 

 Lanao del Sur 

 Maguindanao 

 North 
Cotabato 

 Sarangani 

 Sulu 

 Tawi-tawi 

 Zamboanga 

Traditional 
Craftsmanship 



{ 361 entries 



{ Approaches in inventory making  



Library research 

ICH Unit – Special Collections Library 







Field research and documentation 

Recording of Dulimaman epic,  

Cabugao, Ilocos Sur 



Kinarubong Lenten practice,  

San Jose, Camarines Sur 



Moryonan Lenten Rites,  

Mogpog, Marinduque 



Lami-lamihan Festival,  

Lamitan, Basilan 



Sublian Festival,  

Batangas City 



Hagop Ritual (house blessing),  

Hungduan, Ifugao 



Lang Dulay, National Living Treasure  

Lake Sebu, South Cotabato 



Masino Intaray, National Living Treasure,  

Brookes Point, Palawan 





{ Summary inventory form 





















Definition of Terms – (ee) “National Portal Cultural 
Databank” refers to the specific domain in the 

Commission’s intranet for cultural information that 
is accessed only internally with control and 

confidentiality.  

Section 3  



{ Information sharing 







“Many living traditions may 
have lost much of their sheen 
due to the inroads of modern 

times, yet they still display 
vibrancy and intimate a glimpse 

into the beauty of their 
traditional sources. While 

merely vestiges remain after the 
ravages of time and change, 

these still divulge the creative 
artistry of common people, who 

through their daily activities 
celebrate life and humanity 

without consciously thinking 
about the value of their 
seemingly simple acts.” 

 
Jesus T. Peralta 



A weaver 
rinsing 
dyed fibers 
in a stream 
in 
Lamdalag, 
Lake Sebu, 
South 
Cotabato. 



An elder 
after 

performing a 
healing ritual 

at the ator, a 
social-

political 
structure in 

Mt. Province. 



On Maundy 
Thursdays, 
from early 

morning 
until 

noontime, 
the sayo 

women visit 
houses for 

alms for the 
church. 



Only a 
handful of 

plateros 
(metalsmiths) 

continue to 
produce 

religious art 
in Manila. 



Boys assist in 
carrying and 
arranging in 
rows prestige 
rice right 
after harvest 
in Ifugao. 



Teofilo 
Garcia, 
National 
Living 
Treasure, 
makes 
functional 
and elegant 
headpiece 
using native 
gourd with 
subtle 
bamboo 
weave for 
accent. 





{ 

Presented at the 
Seminar on Intellectual Property and Traditional 
Cultural Expressions 
Roundtable 2 
Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: 
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{ Intangible Cultural Heritage Unit 
National Commission for Culture and the Arts 



{ Republic of the Philippines 



{ Maraming salamat. 


